THE  NOE  VALLEY  VOICE 


Remodeled 
Recreation  Center 
Reopens  at  Last 

Neighbors  Celebrate  with  a 
Party  in  the  Park 

By  Come  M.  Anders 

The  renovations  are  a  year  late  and  a 
half-million  over  budget.  But  Noe 
Valley  residents  will  be  wearing  grins 
and,  hopefully,  new  sneakers  when  their 
“field  of  dreams” — Upper  Noe  Recre¬ 
ation  Center — finally  reopens  this  month. 

The  park,  which  has  been  closed  for 
two  years,  has  been  remodeled  with  a  mix 
of  indoor  and  outdoor  improvements 
guaranteed  to  please  sports  lovers,  dog 
owners,  civic  groups,  and  kids  from  tod¬ 
dlers  to  teens. 

“The  facility  is  beautiful,”  says  Super¬ 
visor  Bevan  Dufty.  “I  know  there  has  been 
a  lot  of  disappointment  about  the  delays, 
but  I’d  have  to  say  this  is  really  topnotch." 

The  city’s  Recreation  and  Park  De¬ 
partment  began  allowing  dogs  to  romp  in¬ 
side  a  fenced  enclosure  at  the  back  of  the 
park  in  late  July.  However,  the  official  re¬ 
opening  of  the  playground,  dog  run,  and 
rec  center  is  set  for  Saturday,  Sept.  6, 
when  Dufty  cuts  a  ceremonial  ribbon  and 
kicks  off  three  hours  of  festivities  featur¬ 
ing  music  and  refreshments. 

The  1 1  a.m.  to  2  p.m.  party  is  spon¬ 
sored  by  Rec  and  Park  in  conjunction 
with  Friends  of  Noe  Valley  Recreation 
Center,  a  neighborhood  group  that  held 
fundraisers  to  help  finance  an  assort¬ 
ment  of  extras  for  the  facility. 

“It’s  the  only  rec  center  in  the  city  with 
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In  addition  to  a  pristine  ball  field,  Upper  Noe  Rec  Center  on  Day  Street  will  have  a  freshly 
landscaped  perimeter  when  it  opens  to  great  fanfare  on  Sept.  6.  Photo  by  Pamela  Gerard 
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Local  Activist 
Raises  ‘Free  Tibet’ 
Flag  in  Beijing 

Protest  Gets  Him  Deported 

By  Joshua  Brandt 

At  first  glance.  Noe  Valley  resident 
Adam  Zenko  seems  an  unlikely 
candidate  to  be  kicked  out  of  Beijing  for 
protesting  during  the  2008  Summer 
Olympics. 

Zenko,  who  has  lived  at  25th  and  Cas¬ 
tro  for  the  past  two  years  and  who  works 
as  a  paralegal  at  a  downtown  law  firm, 
doesn’t  wear  his  passion  for  Tibetan 
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Lesbian  Pioneer 
Del  Martin  Dies 

She  and  Phyllis  Lyon  Launched 
55-Year  Fight  for  Right  to  Marry 

By  Liz  Highleyman 

Pioneering  lesbian  activist  and  long¬ 
time  Noe  Valley  resident  Del  Martin 
passed  away  at  age  87  on  Aug.  27,  fol¬ 
lowing  a  period  of  failing  health  after 
breaking  her  arm.  She  died  at  the  Uni¬ 
versity  of  California  at  San  Francisco 
hospice  in  the  company  of  her  life  part¬ 
ner,  Phyllis  Lyon. 

Martin  and  Lyon  made  headlines  as  the 
first  lesbian  couple  married  by  Mayor 
Gavin  Newsom  during  the  February  2004 
“Winter  of  Love,”  and  again  this  past  June 
after  the  California  Supreme  Court  ruled 
that  a  ban  on  same-sex  marriage  was  un¬ 
constitutional — the  result  of  a  lawsuit  in 
which  Martin  and  Lyon  were  among  the 
plaintiffs. 

But  the  Duncan  Street  couple’s  ac¬ 
tivism — much  of  it  carried  out  jointly — 
has  a  considerably  longer  history,  dating 
back  half  a  century. 

“Ever  since  I  met  Del  55  years  ago,  I 
could  never  imagine  a  day  would  come 
when  she  wouldn’t  be  by  my  side,”  said 
Lyon  said  in  a  statement  issued  by  the  Na¬ 
tional  Center  for  Lesbian  Rights,  which 
spearheaded  the  marriage  lawsuit  three 
years  ago.  “I  am  so  lucky  to  have  known 
her,  loved  her,  and  been  her  partner  in  all 
things.” 

A  native  San  Franciscan,  Martin  (orig¬ 
inally  named  Dorothy  Taliaferro)  was 
bom  May  5,  1921.  She  attended  George 
Washington  High  School,  studied  jour- 
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Crossword  Wiz 
Conjures  Up  a 
Noe  Valley  Puzzle 

By  Corrie  M.  Anders 

Quick,  what’s  a  two-word  solution  for 
“emerging  U.S.  cruciverbalist”? 
No,  the  answer  is  not  Will  Shortz,  the 
crossword  puzzle  editor  of  the  New  York 
Times.  Nor  is  it  Merl  Reagle,  the  riddle 
writer  featured  in  the  San  Francisco 
Chronicle.  Shortz  and  Reagle  are  both 
stars  already. 

Okay,  here’s  a  somewhat  easier  hint — 
“witty  Noe  Valley  Voice  puzzlemaster” — 
and  it  takes  12  letters. 

You  don’t  have  to  turn  the  page  or  wait 
till  next  month.  The  correct  answer  is 
Michael  Blake — a  Sanchez  Street  resi¬ 
dent  who  is  making  waves  in  the  up-and- 
down,  black-and-white  world  of  grids, 
squares,  and  numbered  clues. 

As  some  may  have  deduced,  Blake  is 
a  crossword  constructor  (or  cruciverbal¬ 
ist,  from  the  Latin  amalgamation  of  cross 
and  word).  Building  puzzles  is  a  playful 
counterbalance  to  his  more  strait-laced 
career  as  a  professional  money  manager. 

Starting  this  month,  Blake  will  create 
puzzles  specifically  for  the  Voice.  Noe 
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Category  4  Traffic  Pileup:  Cars  and  buses  came  to  a  virtual  standstill  last  month,  as  city  work  crews  prepared  to  lay  new  crosswalks  at  the 
intersection  of  24th  and  Castro.  For  a  look  at  the  calm  after  the  storm,  see  Rumors,  page  56.  Photo  by  Pamela  Gerard 
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Linda  S. 

GORDON 

Luxury  Home  Marketing  Specialist 

I  am  pleased  to  announce  my 
new  exciting  association  with 

SOTHEBY’S  INTERNATIONAL  REALTY’S 
SAN  FRANCISCO  BROKERAGE 


"Best  Agent"  Reader’s  Choice  Award  -  San  Francisco  Chronicle 
Certified  Member  of  The  Institute  for  Luxury  Home  Marketing 
Member  of  Million  Dollar  Guild 


I 


415.602.1471 

sold@Linda-Gordon.com 


living  room  exterior  of 

•  Stunning  Semi-Detached  Contemporary  View  Home 

•  Private  Artist’s  Studio  -  Perfect  for  Guests,  Den  &  Office 

•  Cul-De-Sac-  Serene  Setting 

•  Caesar  Stone  -  Walnut  Cabinetry  -  White  Oak  Floor 

•  Spacious  Living  Room  with  Stone  Surround  Firepla 

•  Large  Master  Suite  with  En  Suite  Master  Bath 


Lush  Level  Yard  -  Two  Decks 


•  Close  to  Church  Street 

•  Great  Restaurants  &  Shops 

•  Close  to  Public  Transportation 

•  Easy  Freeway  280  Access 

•  NOE  VALLEY  -  THE  ULTIMATE  DESTINATION! 


■  ■ 
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Happy  First  Birthday 
Photo  5hoot! 


Photo  5ession,  Cake  and  a  Book 
all  for  plus  tax. 

Call  now 


NOW  SERVING  NOE  VALLEY 
IN  TWO  CONVENIENT  LOCATIONS: 


1748  CHURCH  STREET 
SAN  FRANCISCO,  CA  94131 
415-282-4328 


3991  24TH  STREET 
SAN  FRANCISCO,  CA  94114 
415-642-6328 
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The  Kindness  of  Strangers 

Editor: 

The  morning  of  Aug.  7, 1  tripped  over 
the  uneven  sidewalk  at  27th  and  Church, 
falling  so  hard  that  1  felt  my  teeth  shift. 
As  I  tried  to  sit  up,  I  realized  I  couldn’t 
open  my  left  eye  and  my  nose  was  bleed¬ 
ing.  Yanking  a  kleenex  from  my  pocket, 
I  tried  to  staunch  the  flow,  while  fumbling 
for  my  glasses  on  the  sidewalk. 

Several  men  approached,  and  gave  me 
a  wide  berth.  One,  walking  two  dogs  that 


THE  NOE  VALLEY  VOICE 

1021  Sanchez  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  94114 
www.noevalleyvoice.com 

The  Noe  Valley  Voice  is  an  independent  news¬ 
paper  published  monthly  except  in  January  and 
August.  It  is  distributed  free  in  Noe  Valley  and 
vicinity,  on  or  before  the  first  Friday  of  the  month. 
Subscriptions  are  available  at  $30  per  year  ($25 
for  seniors)  by  writing  to  the  above  address. 

The  Voice  welcomes  your  letters,  photos,  and 
stories,  particularly  on  topics  relating  to  Noe 
Valley.  All  items  should  include  your  name,  ad¬ 
dress,  and  phone  number,  and  may  be  edited  for 
brevity  or  clarity.  (Unsigned  letters  will  not  be 
considered  for  publication.)  Unsolicited  contri¬ 
butions  will  be  returned  only  if  accompanied  by 
a  self-addressed,  stamped  envelope. 

The  Noe  Valley  Voice  is  a  member  of  the  San 
Francisco  Neighborhood  Newspaper  Association. 

E-mail:  editor@noevalleyvoice.com 
Editorial  Office:  415-821-3324 
Website:  www.noevalleyvoice.com 
Distribution:  Call  Misha,  415-752-1726 
Display  Advertising:  Call  Steve,  415-239-1114 
Class  Ads:  See  Page  53 
Display  Advertising  Deadline  for  the 
October  2008  Issue:  Sept.  15,  2008 
Editorial/Class  Ad  Deadline:  Sept.  15,  2008 

CO-PUBLISHERS/EDITORS 
Sally  Smith,  Jack  Tipple 

CONTRIBUTING  WRITERS  AND  EDITORS 
Olivia  Boler,  Last  Page  Editor 
Corrie  M.  Anders,  Associate  Editor 
Laura  McHale  Holland,  Associate  Editor 
Heidi  Anderson,  Karol  Barske,  Joshua  Brandt, 
Sue  Cattoche,  Helen  Colgan,  Chrissy  Elgersma, 
Jan  Goben,  Liz  Highleyman,  John  Hohulin,  Florence 
Holub,  Jeff  Kaliss,  Barbara  Konecky,  Doug 
Konecky,  Bob  Oaks,  Erin  O'Briant,  Pat  Rose,  Roger 
Rubin,  Tom  Ruiz,  Lorraine  Sanders,  Karen  Topakian, 
John  Trinkl,  Kate  Volkman,  Heather  World 
CONTRIBUTING  PHOTOGRAPHERS 
Pamela  Gerard,  Photo  Editor 
Beverly  Tharp,  Senior  Photographer 
Najib  Joe  Hakim.  Senior  Photographer 
Jan  Brittenson,  Leo  Holub,  Charles  Kennard. 
Doug  Konecky,  Ken  Newman.  Paula  Whitehead 

PRODUCTION 

Jon  Elkin,  Sally  Smith,  Clare  Sullivan,  Jack  Tipple 

ILLUSTRATION 
Karol  Barske 
WEB  DESIGN 
Elliot  Poger 
ADVERTISING  SALES 
Steve  Steinberg,  Advertising  Manager 

PRINTED  ON  RECYCLED  PAPER 

Contents  ©  2008  The  Noe  Valley  Voice 


sniffed  at  my  feet,  jerked  their  leashes. 

My  head  pounding  and  unable  to  stop 
the  bleeding,  I  realized  I  had  to  somehow 
get  help  on  my  own  and,  having  finally 
found  my  glasses,  peered  around  me  with 
my  open  eye,  and  saw  I  was  in  front  of 
Lynn  Antiques.  Scraping  myself  off  the 
sidewalk,  I  staggered  in — and  my  luck 
changed.  The  woman  inside  calmly  in¬ 
troduced  herself  as  Pam,  invited  me  to  sit 
or  lie  down  while  she  got  me  a  cold  com¬ 
press,  then  brought  her  car  around,  closed 
the  store,  and  drove  me  home. 

X-rays  and  a  CAT  scan  at  Emergency 
revealed  an  orbital  blowout  and  fractured 
upper  jaw— which  are  healing  well,  as  is 
the  cut  on  my  eyelid.  Although  1  have 
thanked  Pam  privately  for  her  willingness 
to  go  out  of  her  way  to  help  a  stranger  in 
need,  1  appreciate  this  forum  in  which  to 
thank  her  publicly.  In  truth,  no  amount  of 
thanks  can  adequately  express  my  grati¬ 
tude  for  Pam’s  warm  and  generous  spirit. 

Ruthanne  Lum  McCunn 
Castro  Street 

Historic  Image  of  Love 

Editor: 

Congratulations  to  Marcio  Jose 
Sanchez  on  the  marvelous,  visually  elo¬ 
quent  moment  he  captured  so  sensitively 
in  his  photo  of  Del  Martin  and  Phyllis 
Lyon  exchanging  rings  while  Mayor 
Gavin  Newsom  grins  broadly  in  the  back¬ 
ground.  It  is  indeed  a  moving  and  histor¬ 
ical  image. 

Thank  you  for  sharing  it  with  the  Noe 
Valley  community  on  the  front  page  of 
your  July/August  2008  issue.  It  moved 
me  to  tears.  It’s  a  beautiful  image  of  true 
love  and  commitment,  of  history  being 
made,  and  of  San  Francisco  values. 
Bravo! 

Avery  McGinn 
Missouri  Street 
Editor's  Note:  Associated  Press  photog¬ 
rapher  Marcio  Jose  Sanchez  can  he 
reached  at  www.sportsshooter.com. 


CORRECTION 


In  our  July  2008  obituary  of  Noe' Valley 
real  estate  broker  Harry  Aleo,  the  Voice  re¬ 
ferred  to  Aleo’s  friend  Jesse  Zele  as  a 
homeless  person.  We  have  been  informed 
by  a  reader  that  although  he  was  a  frequent 
presence  on  24th  Street,  Zele  was  not  in 
fact  homeless.  The  Voice  regrets  the  error 


editor@noevalleyvoice.com 


summer  sale 
sept  8-14 


A 

see 

MI 

L£/1 

run 

¥ 

with  this  ad 

20%  OFF 

any  one  item  -  all  month* 
use  online  code  sumsale08 


(run  forth* 


'  r^Ck} 


'good  on  non-sale  items  only 
through  09/30/08,  cannot  be 
combined  with  other  discounts 


www.seejanerun.com 

shoes  •  apparel  •  events  •  training 


Noe  Valley:  3910  24th  St.  Rockridge:  5817  College  Ave 

San  Francisco,  94114  415-401-8338  Oakland,  94618  510-428-2681 


Bouquets  to 
Mia  Hatakeyama, 
1954-2008  ’ 


By  Steve  Steinberg 

Mia  Hatakeyama.  who  owned  the 
popular  Mia’s  Flowers  on  Church 
Street  for  some  1 4  years,  passed  away  on 
July  7, 2008,  after  a  brave  fight  with  ovar¬ 
ian  cancer.  Hatakeyama,  who  was  only 
53,  had  been  diagnosed  with  cancer  in 
November  of  2006. 

Friends  and  former  employees  charac¬ 
terized  Hatakeyama  as  a  warm,  sincere, 
and  generous  person. 

“She  was  one  of  the  most  giving  peo¬ 
ple  I  ever  met,”  said  longtime  friend  and 
Church  Street  neighbor  Tom  Mogensen. 
“She  knew  how  to  draw  people  together.” 

Mogensen  said  he  and  Hatakeyama 
shared  a  passion  for  flowers  that  went  be¬ 
yond  the  commercial  considerations  of 
her  business.  He  would  often  bring  a  gift 
of  an  unusual  plant  species  to  her  shop, 
and  she  would  send  him  home  with  a 
present  of  flowers. 

Miguel  Torres,  who  was  an  employee 
and  manager  of  the  store  for  four  years, 
described  her  as  “having  a  sense  of  almost 
childlike  wonder  about  the  world.”  He  felt 
her  attitude  stemmed  from  the  fact  that 
she  had  survived  breast  cancer  20  years 
before.  “She  lived  every  day  as  if  it  were 
her  last.”  Torres  said  he  was  a  “little  bit 
shocked”  by  her  death,  as  he  hadn’t 
known  that  the  cancer  had  returned. 

Another  former  store  employee,  Jill 
Alcantar,  called  Hatakeyama  the  “sweet¬ 
est  soul,”  who  was  always  solicitous 
about  her  employees  and  would  even 
cook  dinner  for  them.  “She  made  the  shop 
into  a  family,”  she  said.  Alcantar,  who 
worked  at  Mia’s  Flowers  for  six  years, 
noted  that  one  of  the  shop’s  workers 
named  her  child  “Mia”  in  honor  of 
Hatakeyama. 

Alcantar  said  she  had  been  able  to  visit 
her  ex-employer  for  a  few  minutes  at  her 
home  in  Moss  Beach  a  week  before  she 
died. 

At  Mia’s  Flowers — which  was  located 
where  the  When  Modern  Was  furniture 
•  store  is  now.  at  1504  Church  near  27th 
Street — Hatakeyama  worked  side  by  side 
with  her  husband  Glenn  Rivera,  who  also 


Mia  Hatakeyama  always  surrounded  herself 
with  flowers,  but  in  later  life  she  became  an 
avid  photographer.  Photo  courtesy  of  Glenn  Rivera 


handled  Mia’s  corporate  customers.  The 
two  wed  on  a  local  radio  station  on  Valen¬ 
tine’s  Day,  1999,  and  lived  for  years  on 
the  premises  of  the  Noe  Valley  business. 
They  sold  the  shop  in  June  of  2005, 
telling  disappointed  customers  they  were 
planning  to  dedicate  themselves  full-time 
to  caring  for  their  aging  parents.  The  cou¬ 
ple  retired  to  Moss  Beach,  where  besides 
helping  her  parents,  Hatakeyama  pursued 
such  interests  as  fishing,  biking,  abalone 
diving,  and  later  photography. 

Born  in  Fresno  in  1954,  Hatakeyama 
was  the  youngest  of  three  siblings  and  the 
only  girl.  She  moved  to  the  Bay  Area  to 
attend  San  Francisco  State  University, 
graduating  with  a  degree  in  business  ad¬ 
ministration.  Not  satisfied  with  the  cor¬ 
porate  world,  Hatakeyama  decided  to  go 
to  work  for  herself  and  opened  Mia’s 
Flowers  in  1991.  It  would  become  her 
dream  business,  blossoming  into  a  huge 
success. 

A  Buddhist  service  was  held  for 
Hatakeyama  on  July  27.  A  celebration  of 
her  life,  attended  by  1 20  people,  was  held 
at  her  home  in  Moss  Beach  on  Aug.  9.  Be¬ 
sides  her  husband,  she  is  survived  by  her 
mother,  a  stepdaughter,  two  brothers,  and 
numerous  nieces  and  nephews.  Her  father 
died  last  year.  ■ 


SEEING  YOUR  IDEAS  COME 
TO  LIFE  IS  REWARDING. 

ESPECIALLY  WHEN  SOMEONE  ELSE  CARRIES  IT  UP  THE  STAIRS. 


Start  with  hundreds  of  sofa,  sectional  and  fabric  options. 

Throw  in  our  ability  to  customize  your  design  to  fit  exactly  where  you  want. 
Add  it  all  up,  and  we  make  it  pretty  easy  to  bring  your  vision  to  life. 

Artesanfas 

unique  borne  furnishings 
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The  City’s  Best. 

These  are  just  a  few  of  the  homes  you’ll  find  for  sale  at  Hill  &  Co. 
Stop  by  our  office  to  see  more,  or  visit  our  Web  site  at  www.hill-co.com. 


4086  25th  Street 


Delightful  New  Home  in  the  Heart  of 
Noe  Valley!  Designed  by  Architect  Scott 
Ellsworth  and  rebuilt  from  the  foundation 
up,  this  4BD/3.5  baths  has  a  dramatic  open 
floor  plan,  tall  ceilings  and  chefs  kitchen. 

Offered  at  $1,999,000 
Ginger  Karels  (415)  297-4492 


980  Ashbury 


Handsome  4+BD/3.5  Home  with  sun- 
filled  living  room,  formal  dining  room, 
two  fireplaces  and  a  shade  garden  patio. 
Views  of  Golden  Gate  Bridge  Towers,  Bay 
and  Marin.  One  car  garage. 
Offered  at :  $1 ,850,000 
Bonnie  Hemmerling  415)  602-2799 
Ellen  Filler  (415)  602-2799 


Amazing  Eureka  Valley  Condo 

Charming  2BR  Edwardian  condo  on 
a  coveted  block  near  shops  and 
transportation.  Period  details,  lovely  shared 
garden,  pk,  PLUS  a  legal  lower  level  suite. 

Offered  at  $1,179,000 
Stephen  Moore  (415)  321-4218 


2336  Castro 

1482  Golden  Gate 
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View  Home,  Tranquil  Setting.  This 

Italianate  Victorian  Condo  has  fantastic 

beautifully  maintained  3BD/1  BA  three  level 

cityscape  views.  This  spacious  3BD/2BA 

view  home  has  a  living  room  with  fireplace, 

top  floor  unit  enjoys  great  natural  light 

a  formal  dining  room  and  a  large  eat-in 

throughout  and  boasts  hardwood  floors  and 

kitchen  with  direct  access  to  the  garden. 

nearly  12'  high  ceilings.  Plus  2  car  parking. 

Offered  at  $1,150,000 

Offered  at  $999,000 

Michelle  Long  (415)  321-4227 

Shelly  Sutherland  (415)  321-4252 

678  Clipper,  #1 


Lovely  Condo  with  Expansive 
Downtown  Views.  Bright,  immaculate 
and  quiet,  this  2BD/2BA  rear  facing  condo 
in  2  unit  building  has  an  open  floor  plan, 
gorgeous  kitchen,  parking  and  storage. 
Offered  at  $849,000 
Donna  Cooper  (41 5)  321  -4282 
Ashley  Frazier  (41 5)  321  -4215 


2981  26th  Street,  #1 


3BD/2BA  Inner  Mission  Condo.  This  is 
a  full-floor,  semi  detached,  contemporary 
condo  in  a  2-unit  building.  Includes  an 
open  floor  plan,  huge  private  garage  plus  a 
laundry  room,  storage  and  shared  yard. 

Offered  at  $619,000 
Tal  Klein  (41 5)  321 -4289 


1457  Cayuga 


Beautiful  Center  Patio  Home.  Near 
Balboa  BART  and  City  College,  this 
2BD/1  BA  (with  separate  shower  stall)  home 
includes  a  living  room  with  fireplace,  a  formal 
dining  room,  garage,  garden  and  more. 

Offered  at  $619,000 
Eddie  O’Sullivan  (415)  321-4363 


1191  Noe 


Charming  1  BD/1BA  Condo.  Just  one 
and  half  blocks  from  24th  Street,  this  home 
includes  a  spacious  eat-in  kitchen,  bedroom, 
living  room  and  formal  dining  room  (or  office/ 
guest  room).  Plus  plenty  of  storage. 

Offered  at  $575,000 
Ginger  Karels  (415)  297-4492 


@  Who  s  Who  In 

Luxury  Real  Estate 


HILL&CO. 

REAL  ESTATE 


(41 5)  824-1 1 00  •  www.hill-co.com 
Noe  Valley  Office:  3899  24th  Street 
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Phyllis  Lyon  and  Del  Martin  (right)  smile  for  the  camera  before  the  2003  premiere  of  No 
Secret  Anymore,  a  documentary  about  their  50-year  partnership  in  activism  and  love. 

Photo  courtesy  of  Sweetheart  Studios,  S.F. 


Del  Martin, 
Champion  for 
Lesbian  Rights 

CONTINUED  FROM  PAGE  I 

nalisin  at  the  University  of  California  at 
Berkeley  and  San  Francisco  State  Uni¬ 
versity,  married  a  man  at  age  19,  and  had 
a  daughter,  but  that  relationship  soon 
ended  in  divorce. 

Martin  met  Lyon  in  1950  in  Seattle, 
where  they  worked  at  a  newspaper;  they 
soon  began  dating,  and  three  years  later 
they  began  living  together  back  in  San 
Francisco.  Recognizing  that  gay  women 
had  few  opportunities  to  connect  with  one 
another,  they  co-founded  the  first  U.S. 
lesbian  organization,  the  Daughters  of 
Bilitis,  in  1955 — the  same  year  they  pur¬ 
chased  their  home  on  Duncan  Street  in 
Noe  Valley. 

Martin  served  as  Daughters  of  Bilitis 
president  for  several  years,  then  assumed 
editorship  of  the  group’s  groundbreaking 
publication  The  Ladder,  penning  editori¬ 
als  against  oppression  by  “the  church,  the 
couch,  and  the  courts,”  as  she  later  put  it. 
In  1 964,  Martin  and  Lyon  helped  form  the 
Council  on  Religion  and  the  Homosex- 
ual,  which  brought  gay  leaders  and  pro¬ 
gressive  clergy  together  to  fight  antigay 
discrimination  and  police  harassment. 

Throughout  the  1960s  and  ’70s,  Mar¬ 
tin  and  Lyon  were  involved  in  the  larger 
progressive  movements  of  the  day,  in¬ 
cluding  the  early  feminist  movement, 
anti-poverty  organizing,  and  efforts  to 
end  the  Vietnam  War.  In  the  early  1970s, 
Martin  was  the  first  open  lesbian  to  serve 
on  the  board  of  the  National  Organization 
for  Women.  In  1972,  Martin  and  Lyon  co- 
authored  LeshianIWoman,  one  of  the  first 
positive  portrayals  of  lesbian  lives.  That 


same  year,  they  were  among  the  founders 
of  the  Alice  B.  Toklas  Democratic  Club, 
the  first  gay  political  group  of  its  kind. 

Martin  was  also  an  advocate  for  vic¬ 
tims  of  domestic  violence,  helping  start 
battered  women’s  shelters  and  authoring 
the  well-regarded  book  Battered  Wives 
(1976).  In  the  late  1970s,  she  was  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  San  Francisco  Commission  on 
the  Status  of  Women.  In  1987,  she  re¬ 
ceived  a  doctorate  from  the  Institute  for 


Advanced  Study  of  Fluman  Sexuality. 

At  a  time  when  many  people’s 
thoughts  turn  toward  retirement,  Martin 
and  Lyon  kept  up  their  activism,  becom¬ 
ing  advocates  for  seniors.  Both  were  ap¬ 
pointed  to  the  White  House  Conference 
on  Aging  in  1995,  giving  a  voice  to  gay 
and  lesbian  elders. 

Martin’s  many  contributions  were  rec¬ 
ognized  by  elected  officials  at  all  levels. 
District  8  Supervisor  Bevan  Dufty  said 


Martin  “will  always  be  one  of  our  fore¬ 
most  heroes  on  the  path  to  equality.” 

Mayor  Newsom  noted  that  Martin  and 
Lyon  “defined,  from  my  perspective, 
what  marriage  is  supposed  to  be  about.” 
Assemblyman  Mark  Leno  said  the  couple 
were  “directly  responsible  for  the  inclu¬ 
sion  of  a  heretofore  excluded  minority.” 

Congresswoman  Nancy  Pelosi  added 
that  Martin’s  “grace,  courage,  and  com 
mitment  were  a  source  of  strength  to  all 
who  knew  her.”  Even  Democratic  presi¬ 
dential  candidate  Barack  Obama  took 
time  out  from  his  campaign  to  express  his 
regret  at  Martin’s  passing. 

Martin  is  survived  by  Lyon,  daughter 
Kendra  Mon,  and  two  grandchildren. 
Planning  fora  public  memorial  service  is 
under  way.  Donations  in  her  memory 
may  be  made  to  the  effort  to  defeat  Propo¬ 
sition  8  on  the  November  ballot,  which 
aims  to  amend  the  California  state  con¬ 
stitution  to  ban  same-sex  marriage.  ■ 


Adventures  in  Fitness 


$g>l-loween  parties! 

Call  Pal  Mel  415/550-MLf> 
(415)  550-7257 

^ooooJc 
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Is  Noe  Valley  a  Buyer’s  or  Seller’s  Market? 


By  now  you  should  know  that  real  estate  is  local.  San  Francisco  has  not 
experienced  the  dramatic  decline  in  property  values  found  in  other  parts  of  the 
country,  or  even  in  other  parts  of  the  Bay  Area  for  that  matter. 

It’s  not  uncommon  for  homes  to  sell  for  $2,000,000  in  Noe  Valley  now.  Clearly,  the 
mortgage  meltdown  had  little  effect  on  transactions  in  this  neighborhood. 

Where  does  this  leave  you?  Is  this  a  good  time  to  buy?  Is  this  a  good  time  to 
sell?  I  can  assure  you  of  one  thing,  this  is  exactly  the  right  time  to  be  asking  these 
questions.  There  are  tremendous  opportunities  for  both  buyers  and  sellers  in  the 
marketplace  -  in  Noe  Valley  -  right  now.  Hesitate,  and  you  may  miss  out. 

Pick  up  the  phone.  Call  me.  It’s  at  least  worth  a  conversation.  Let’s  discuss 
your  objectives  and  devise  a  strategy  that  will  work  for  you.  I’ve  been  in  the 
business  for  19  years.  I’ve  seen  cycles  come  and  go.  And  I  know  Noe  Valley 
real  estate.  Call  me  today! 


JANE  IVORY 

(415) 564-7001 

Jane@Janelvory.com 

ePro,  GRI.  Broker  Associate  &  A  Top  Producer 

www.  Jane  Ivory,  com 

Noe  Valley  Office 
3899  24th  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  941 1 4 
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A  sparkling  gym  and  colorful  new  swings,  slides,  and  climbing  equipment  are  sure  to  attract 
kids  and  teens  to  Upper  Noe  Rec  Center  on  Day  Street.  Photos  by  Pamela  Gerard 


Renovated  Upper 
Noe  Rec  Center 
Finally  Unveiled 

CONTINUED  FROM  PAGE  1 

so  many  [services],”  says  Alexandra  Torre, 
a  Sanchez  Street  parent  and  a  leader  in  the 
Friends’  fundraising  drive. 

The  rec  center  and  park  complex 
takes  up  nearly  an  entire  city  block, 
extending  from  Sanchez  Street  along 
Day  and  30th  streets  almost  to  Church 
Street.  The  2.5-acre  site  is  a  regular 
meeting  place  for  the  group  Upper  Noe 
Neighbors,  and  also  attracts  users  from 
Glen  Park,  Bernal  Heights,  and  the 
Mission  District. 

The  renovated  compound  now  boasts 
a  refurbished  gym  whose  hardwood 
floors  sport  a  lip-gloss  sheen,  and  an 
auditorium  with  soft  pendant  lighting. 
The  basketball  gym  and  auditorium — 
both  wheelchair-accessible — are  painted 
in  earth-tone  colors  of  brown  and  sandy 
yellow. 

Outdoors,  there’s  a  blacktop  basketball 
court,  a  tennis  court  lighted  for  evening 
play,  and  an  unlighted  softball  field  cov¬ 
ered  in  a  carpet  of  neatly  manicured  grass. 

A  completely  revamped  children’s 
play  area  includes  new  swing  sets,  plas¬ 
tic  slides,  a  cone-shaped  structure  with 
climbing  ropes  that  also  spins  like  a 
merry-go-round,  and  wooden  benches 
and  tables  for  eagle-eyed  parents. 

The  playground  has  “put  a  big  smile 
on  a  lot  of  kids,”  says  city  project  man¬ 
ager  Keith  Kawamura. 

The  off-leash  dog  run  is  located 
beyond  the  softball  diamond  in  the 
northeast  comer  of  the  complex.  During 
the  party  on  Sept.  6,  it  will  be  dedicated 
to  the  late  John  “Joby”  Shinoff,  who 
with  his  yellow  labrador  retriever,  Lily, 
was  one  of  the  dog  park’s  biggest  sup¬ 
porters. 

City  Stresses  Safety 

Dufty  says  park  staff  and  San 
Francisco  police  officers  will  have  a 
“strong  presence”  at  the  rec  center  dur¬ 
ing  evening  hours  for  the  first  few 
months.  “We  want  to  set  a  tone  of  being 
very  protective,”  said  Dufty,  "so  the  bad 
apples  aren’t  tagging  and  claiming  it  as 
their  territory. 

“If  they  go  and  see  police  and  park 
rangers  there,  the  word  gets  out  that  this 
is  not  the  place  you’d  want  to  mess  with,” 
the  supervisor  cautioned.  “We  want  peo¬ 
ple  to  be  respectful  and  protective.” 

The  hours  at  Upper  Noe  Rec  Center 
are  still  being  formulated.  Tentative  park 
hours,  during  which  staff  would  be  pre¬ 
sent,  are  Monday,  9  a.m.  to  6  p.m.; 
Tuesday  through  Friday,  9  a.m.  to  10 
p.m.;  and  Saturday,  9  a.m.  to  6  p.m. 


Tentative  hours  for  opening  and  closing 
park  entrances  and  bathrooms  are  sun¬ 
rise  to  sunset. 

Ruth  Cardillo,  for  one,  can  hardly 
wait  for  the  city  to  unbolt  the  gates. 
Cardillo,  who  lives  a  half  block  away  on 
29th  Street,  thinks  the  rec  center  “has  all 
the  things  that  kids  need"  and  will  be  the 
place  of  choice  for  her  two  adolescent 
children  to  hang  out. 

“I  feel  it’s  a  safe  place  where  they  Can 
meet  their  friends,”  she  said.  “There's  a 
sense  of  freedom”  that  reminds  Cardillo 
of  growing  up  in  upstate  New  York. 

Long  Wait  for  Upgrade 

The  five-decade-old  facility  has  been 
a  home  away  from  home  for  several 
generations  of  youth,  but  was  rundown 
and  sorely  in  need  of  a  facelift.  It  closed 
in  September  2006  for  a  full-scale 
makeover  that  included  seismic  up¬ 
grades,  new  heating  and  electric  systems, 


a  reinforced  gym  roof,  a  modernized 
kitchen,  and  spiffed-up  meeting  rooms. 

The  center  initially  was  scheduled  to 
reopen  around  the  beginning  of  the  year, 
then  reset  for  April.  Winter  rain  and  a 
series  of  oversight  problems  delayed  the 
project,  whose  $11.6  million  price  tag 
cost  about  $500,000  more  that  originally 
planned. 

Dufty  put  a  share  of  the  blame  on  the 
city’s  Department  of  Public  Works 
(DPW).  “I  knew  that  there  were  some 
rain  delays,  but  I  had  no  idea  there  was 
really  just  a  mishandling  of  design  doc¬ 
uments  by  DPW  that  led  the  contractor 
down  the  wrong  path  in  certain  areas,” 
he  said.  “It  was  not  the  fault  of  the  rec 
department.” 

Tiles  and  Teas  Bring  in  $70,000 

The  holdup,  however,  gave  neighbor¬ 
hood  supporters  more  time  to  raise  funds 
to  pay  for  items  not  covered  in  the  city’s 
retrofit  budget.  The  Friends  group, 
founded  two  years  ago  specifically  to 
aid  the  center,  has  collected  more  than 
$70,000  through  street  and  house  par¬ 
ties,  a  sipping  soiree  at  Lovejoy's  Tea 
Room  in  April,  and  sales  of  commemo- 


First-Day  Fun 
in  the  Park 

The  Upper  Noe  Recreation  Center  ' 
will  have  a  grand  reopening  on 
Saturday,  Sept.  6,  with  food,  music, 
sports  demonstrations,  and  activities 
for  the  entire  family. 

The  party  takes  place  from  1 1  a.m. 
to  2  p.m.  at  the  park,  located  on  Day 
Street  near  Sanchez  Street.  Following 
an  official  dedication  by  Supervisor 
Bevan  Dufty,  the  group  Charity  and 
JAMband  will  take  the  stage  for  a  solid 
hour  of  music.  The  local  band  plays 
danceable  rock  and  soul  music  that  is 
appropriate  for  kids  of  all  ages. 

Meantime,  youngsters  can  get  their 
faces  painted,  dabble  in  arts  and  crafts, 
or  play  on  the  park’s  new  swings  and 
climbing  structures.  The  fun  also  will 
include  tai  chi,  baseball,  tennis,  basket¬ 
ball  demonstrations,  and  hula  hoop 
instruction.  There’ll  also  be  a  raffle  for 
canine  lovers,  and  doggie  treats  for 
their  pets. 

Friends  of  Noe  Valley  Recreation 
Center  and  the  San  Francisco  Recre¬ 
ation  and  Park  Department  are  co¬ 
sponsoring  the  free  event. 

For  additional  information,  visit 
www.noevalleyreccenter.com. 


rative  tiles  and  plaques. 

The  fundraising  drive  “took  a  while  to 
get  going,”  said  Torre,  but  picked  up 
after  the  group  introduced  a  program  to 
let  donors  purchase  special  tiles  that 
bore  the  names  of  children  or  loved 
ones.  The  group  sold  130  tiles,  which 
cost  from  $250  to  $599,  and  a  handful  of 
plaques  that  cost  $1,000  to  $5,000. 

Torre  says  the  tiles  will  be  installed  in 
a  new  curved  concrete  wall  bordering 
the  kids’  sandbox,  and  the  plaques  “most 
likely”  will  be  attached  to  benches  in  or 
near  the  children’s  play  area.  The  keep¬ 
sakes  are  on  order  and  are  expected  to  be 
installed  in  October. 

The  funds  are  also  paying  for  audiovi¬ 
sual  equipment;  toys  for  small  kids;  new 
sports  uniforms  for  youth;  tables,  chairs, 
and  other  kitchen  equipment;  and  exteri¬ 
or  fencing. 

One  donor,  Eden  Godsoe,  said  she 
was  motivated  to  purchase  a  $1,000 
plaque  because  the  center  was  going  to 
be  a  nice  outdoor  play  area  for  her  chil¬ 
dren,  ages  3  and  1 . 

“We  knew  we’d  be  using  it  a  lot  in  the 
future,”  said  Godsoe,  a  resident  of  25th 
Street.  During  the  time  the  center  was 
closed  for  renovation,  Godsoe  had  occa¬ 
sionally  driven  to  a  park  in  Pacific 
Heights. 

“Now  it’s  great  to  have  someplace  to 
walk  to.”  ■ 

To  get  more  information  about  the  park's 
fundraising  campaign  or.  to  donate,  e-mail 
Alexandra  Torre  at  noe_park@atorre.com  or 
visit  www.noevalleyreccenter.com. 


Paxton  Gate 

EXCEPTIONAL  GARDENS 

Design  and  Construction  since  1992 

Experts  at  all  outdoor  construction: 

•  Fine  Carpentry 

-  Decks,  arbors,  gazebos,  furniture  &  more 

-  Custom  bot-tub  structures 

•  Stonework  &  Masonry 

-  Walls,  patios  and  fountains 

•  Permanent  Barbeque  Islands 
&  Outdoor  Kitchens 

•  Garden  Maintenance 
&  Arborist  Services 

•  Irrigation  &  Lighting 

Visit  our  showroom  anJ 
retail  store  at  824  Valencia  St., 
log  on  to  PaxtonGate.com,  or 
call  us  at  415-824-1872. 


Fully 


red  and  licensed  (#825875) 
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Enjoy  a  relaxing 
manicure  and  pedicure 
while  your  little  one 
plays  in  our 
supervised  playroom! 

mam+nanny 

Dolish  while  they  play7 

Call  415.673.MANI  (6264) 

for  an  appointment  or  just  drop  in!  1722-1724  Divisadero  St. 
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At  a  recent  tryout  of  Joby’s  Dog  Run  at  Upper  Noe  Rec  Center,  the  four-footed  guests  were 
top  distracted  by  the  media  (and  certain  beef-flavored  morsels)  to  fully  appreciate  their  new, 
more  spacious  surroundings.  But  when  the  clicking  stopped,  the  romp  turned  into  a  fur-for-all. 

-  Photo  by  Pamela  Gerard 


Dogs  Flip  Over 
Joby’s  Run 

By  Corrie  M.  Anders 

“A  If  y  husband  would  have  been  re- 

i-VAally  thrilled,”  says  Holly  Shinoff 
about  Noe  Valley’s  spiffy  new  hangout 
for  dog  owners  and  their  pets.  “It’s  get¬ 
ting  a  lot  of  use,  and  he’d  be  really  happy 
with  it.” 

Shinoff  is  the  wife  of  the  late  John 
“Joby”  Shinoff.  Joby,  who  died  nine 
months  ago,  was  instrumental  in  getting 
the  city’s  Recreation  and  Park  Depart¬ 
ment  to  build  an  improved  off-leash  dog 
play  area  as  part  of  a  major  renovation  at 
Upper  Noe  Recreation  Center. 

To  honor  his  memory,  Joby’s  friends 
and  neighbors  asked  the  city  to  christen 
the  exercise  yard  the  Joby  Shinoff  Dog 
Run.  With  Holly  Shinoff  attending  the 
event,  the  San  Francisco  Recreation  and 
Park  Commission  approved  the  designa¬ 
tion  at  its  July  17  meeting.  (The  new 
name  will  be  officially  recognized  during 
rec  center  reopening  festivities  on  Satur¬ 
day,  Sept.  6,  starting  at  11  a.m.) 

The  lighted  dog  run  has  hosted  doggie 
social  hours  every  day  since  it  reopened 
in  mid-July.  On  one  recent  morning,  two 
Bernese  mountain  dogs,  a  bichon  frise,  a 
golden  retriever,  a  German  shepherd,  and 
a  half-dozen  mixed  breeds  tussled, 
sniffed  trees,  and  romped  along  the  run. 

“I  love  it,”  said  Valley  Street  resident 
Marjorie  Knettle,  while  keeping  a  close 
eye  on  Buzz,  her  1 -year-old  bichon.  “I 
haven’t  missed  a  single  day  since  it 
opened.” 

The  enclosed  dog  run,  located  at  the 
northeast  corner  of  the  park,  can  now  be 
accessed  from  Day  Street  as  well  as  the 
original  30th  Street  entrance.  The  run  was 
configured  on  a  corner,  allowing  pets  to 


romp  in  either  direction  along  a  narrow 
band  of  200  feet  of  sandy  gravel. 

New  fencing  separates  the  run  from  the 
park’s  freshly  sodded  softball  field,  the 
tennis  court,  and  the  gym  and  children's 
play  areas.  The  facility  also  includes 
benches  and  water  fountains  for  both  pets 
and  owners. 

The  rec  department  didn’t  allow  dogs 
on  the  field  a  decade  ago,  though  many 
owners  showed  up  with  their  pets  any¬ 
way.  That  included  Joby  Shinoff,  a  long¬ 
time  Church  Street  resident,  and  his  new 
pup,  Lily,  a  yellow  labrador  retriever  now 
9  years  old. 

“We  just  took  the  dog  out  there  and  we 
got  86ed,”  says  Holly  Shinoff.  “There 
were  some  neighbors  who  wanted  to  use 
the  park  exclusively  without  dogs.” 

In  2000.  the  city  gave  in  to  the  pleas  of 


dog  owners  and  approved  a  temporary 
ran.  Shinoff  then  led  a  petition  drive  that 
garnered  more  than  500  signatures  seek¬ 
ing  a  permanent  space  for  dogs  to  roam 
off  leash. 

In  later  years,  and  after  numerous 
meetings,  Rec  and  Park  agreed  to  en¬ 
hance  and  enlarge  the  old  run.  The  city 
“has  a  policy  that  a  dog  ran  needs  10,000 
square  feet,  minimum.  So  we  had  to  ex¬ 
tend  it  to  meet  that  policy,”  says  renova¬ 
tion  project  manager  Keith  Kawamura. 

Although  the  dog  run  was  completed 
in  early  summer,  at  first  it  wasn’t  sched¬ 
uled  to  be  reopened  until  renovation  of 
the  entire  park  was  finished  (see  story , 
page  1).  Frustrated  dog  owners  com¬ 
plained  to  Supervisor  Bevan  Dufty,  who 
interceded  to  allow  dogs  to  use  the  run 
immediately. 


“I  made  a  very  strong  push  with  the 
recreation  department  to  get  the  dog  park 
opened,”  says  Dufty.  “I’ve  heard  nothing 
but  universal  praise  for  the  dog  play  area.” 

Both  the  city  and  pet  owners  have 
taken  steps  to  mitigate  the  chance  that  the 
gathering  of  canines  becomes  a  noisy  or 
messy  nuisance.  Signs  posted  around  the 
run  caution  owners  to  keep  aggressive 
dogs  on  leash,  pick  up  and  remove  waste, 
and  keep  their  animals  off  the  athletic 
field. 

The  Rec  and  Park  Department  also 
wants  to  limit  its  use  to  daytime  hours. 
“We’re  trying  to  move  to  sunrise  to  sun¬ 
set  hours  of  operations,”  says  Marianne 
Bertuccelli,  a  neighborhood  services 
manager.  “After  dark,  there’s  not  a  lot  of 
good  stuff  that  happens  in  the  park.” 

However,  the  city  already  has  commit¬ 
ted  to  keep  the  run  open  from  6  a.m.  to  10 
p.m.,  according  to  Neil  Mosher,  who  has 
“three  small  rescue  mutts”  and  was  Shi¬ 
noff ’s  colleague  on  the  dog  ran  campaign. 

“They  spent  a  ton  of  money  on  lights” 
so  that  residents  could  exercise  their  ani¬ 
mals  before  they  head  off  to  work  and  af¬ 
ter  work  in  the  evenings,  says  Mosher. 
Those  hours  are  particularly  beneficial 
“in  the  winter  when  people  come  home  at 
six,  and  it’s  dark,”  he  says. 

Joby  Shinoff  never  got  the  chance  to 
visit  the  new  dog  ran  he  inspired.  The  60- 
year-old  Shinoff  died  Nov.  19,  of  com¬ 
plications  from  multiple  myeloma. 

Holly  Shinoff,  however,  makes  the 
visit  with  Lily.  “I  go  at  least  once  a  day — 
sometimes  twice  a  day,”  she  says.  “I’ve 
been  meeting  a  lot  of  new  dogs.”  ■ 


Valley  Street  resident  Marjorie  Knettle  and  her  one-year-old  bichon,  Buzz  (the  smallest  dog), 
attend  a  friendly  gathering  in  the  shade  at  Upper  Noe’s  new  dog  run.  Photo  by  Corrie  Anders 
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Proposition  H  Gives  the  Boord  of 
Supervisors  a  Blank  Che 
Issue  BILLIONS  in  Re 
Bonds  without 


“Proposition  H 
takes  away 
your  right  to 
vote  on  billions 
of  dollars  in  revenue  bonds.  It 
gives  the  Board  of  Supervisors 
the  power  to  issue  these  revenue 
bonds  in  any  amount  to  take  over 
any  utility  without  first  seeking  a 
vote  of  the  people.  It's  an  issue  of 
fiscal  responsibility  -  Proposition  H 
takes  away  your  ability  to  hold 
local  elected  officials  accountable 
for  how  they  spend  billions  and 
billions  of  dollars.  Please  join  me 
in  voting  NO  on  Proposition  H." 

-  Senator  Dianne  Feinstein 


“This  measure 
gives  the  Board 
of  Supervisors 
and  the 
San  Francisco  Public  Utilities 
Commission  the  right  to  issue 
bonds  in  any  amount,  to  take  over 
utilities,  without  a  vote  of  the 
people.  That  means  politicians 
and  unelected  commissioners  will 
have  the  power  to  borrow  billions 
to  take  over  utilities  and  force  you 
to  pay  the  cost.  That  is  simply  too 
much  power  to  give  to  any  group  of 
elected  and  appointed  officials.” 


Proposition  H  will  give 
this,  and  all  future  Boards 
of  Supervisors,  the  power  to  issue 
revenue  bonds  in  any  amount  to  take 
over  any  utility,  without  a  vote  of  the 
people.  Before  you  sign  over  this 
tremendous  new  power  to  the  Board  of 
Supervisors,  please  check  the  facts. 

No  Accountability 

Right  now,  bonds  for  initiatives  of  this  kind 
must  first  be  approved  by  the  people.  But 
starting  in  Section  9.107  of  Proposition  H, 
the  language  of  the  measure  itself  makes 
clear  what  the  Board  is  trying  to  hide:  “...no 
voter  approval  shall  be  required  with  respect 
to  revenue  bonds”  [issued  to  finance  the 
takeover  of  utility  facilities]. 

It  Will  Cost  Billions 

According  to  the  independent  financial 
analysis  prepared  by  the  City  Controller: 
“There  are  several  possible  methods  for 
costing  the  purchase  or  construction 
of  power  facilities  and  estimates  range 
widely.  Under  any  method,  the  amounts  are 
certainly  substantial — likely  in  the  billions 
of  dollars...”  Initial  estimates  put  the  cost 
of  a  takeover  of  just  the  PG&E  electric 
system  at  more  than  $4  billion. 


We  Will  Pay  for  It 


The  financial  burden  of  paying  back  a 
$4  billion  bond  will  fall  on  our  shoulders. 
Our  utility  bills  will  go  up,  on  average,  by 
over  $400  a  year  for  30  years.  That’s  just  a 
preliminary  estimate.  The  final  figure  could 
be  much  higher. 

The  Stop  the  Blank  Check  Coalition  is  now 
over  12,000  strong.  It’s  a  growing  citizens’ 
movement  of  San  Franciscans  who  oppose 
Proposition  H,  the  Board  of  Supervisors’ 

$4  billion  plan  to  take  over  the  PG&E 
power  system. 

Senator  Dianne  Feinstein,  Mayor  Gavin 
Newsom,  Supervisors  Michela  Alioto-Pier, 
Sean  Elsbernd  and  Carmen  Chu,  the 
San  Francisco  Fire  Fighters  Association,  the 
Deputy  Sheriffs’  Association  and  the  Coalition 
for  San  Francisco  Neighborhoods  are  all 
united  in  opposition  to  Proposition  H. 


Get  the  facts  before  you  give  the  Board  of  Supervisors  a  blank  check 

Join  our  growing  citizens'  movement  to  stop  the 
blank  check  Go  to  www.StoptheBlankCheck.com. 


Paid  for  by  the  Committee  To  Stop  the  Blank  Check,  No  on  H,  a  coalition  of  concerned  consumers,  small  businesses,  labor,  community  organizations  and  Pacific  Gas  and  Electric  Company. 
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Protester  Finds 
Olympic  Audience  for 
‘Free  Tibet’  Cause 

CONTINUED  FROM  PAGE  1 

freedom  on  his  sleeve.  Indeed,  when 
asked  about  the  “nobility”  of  sacrificing 
his  summer  vacation  and  pay  in  order  to 
advocate  for  the  rights  of  others,  Zenko 
appears  reticent  to  take  credit. 

“ Noble  is  not  a  word  people  use  often 
in  Wisconsin,”  said  Zenko,  a  native  of 
Green  Bay.  “That’s  not  a  word  I  would 
choose  to  use.” 

Zenko,  35,  has  been  actively  involved 
in  the  quest  for  Tibetan  freedom  since  he 
stayed  with  a  host  family  in  Kathmandu, 
Nepal,  in  1993.  That  experience  imbued 
him  with  a  passion  for  the  cause  of  Ti¬ 
betan  independence. 

A  member  of  the  local  chapter  of  the 
New  York-based  Students  for  a  Free  Ti¬ 
bet,  Zenko  believes  strongly  that  China, 
which  he  claimed  was  responsible  for 
killing  1.2  million  Tibetans  since  1950 
(the  year  China  occupied  Tibet),  has  not 
been  sufficiently  taken  to  task  for  its  hu¬ 
man  rights  abuses. 

“I  personally  found  the  very  notion  of 
allowing  a  totalitarian  dictatorship  like 
China  to  host  the  Olympics  in  2008  as  re¬ 
pellent  as  Germany  hosting  them  in  1936 
and  the  Soviet  Union  hosting  them  in 
1980,”  said  Zenko  during  an  interview  in 
late  August. 

Although  Zenko  has  participated  in 
over  a  dozen  protests  on  behalf  of  Tibetan 
freedom,  his  recent  trip  to  China  was  by 
far  his  riskiest  move  yet. 

“I  have  many  friends  who  are  of  Chi¬ 
nese  descent  here  in  the  Bay  Area,  and 
they  were  all  quite  concerned,”  Zenko 
said.  “The  reputation  of  the  Beijing  po¬ 
lice  force  is  not  good.  They  don’t  take  dis¬ 
sent  lightly... to  say  the  least.” 

Zenko  arrived  in  Beijing  on  the  morn¬ 
ing  of  Aug.  7,  and  the  protest  took  place 
on  the  morning  of  Aug.  10,  the  third  day 
of  Olympic  competition.  Several  blocks 
from  Tiananmen  Square,  the  site  of  the 
1989  student  and  labor  uprising  that  left 
several  hundred  dissidents  dead,  Zenko 
unfurled  a  banner  that  read  “Tibetans  Are 
Dying  for  Freedom.” 

Almost  immediately,  Zenko,  along 
with  four  other  protesters  and  a  tourist 
taking  photos,  was  arrested  and  marched 
to  the  nearest  building  for  questioning. 
Later,  the  detainees  were  driven  to  the  air¬ 
port  and  put  on  a  plane  to  Los  Angeles. 

“We  were  detained  for  eight  hours,  and 
I  was  kicked  and  punched  several  times,” 
Zenko  said.  “Our  passports  were  also 


Twenty-fifth  Street  resident  Adam  Zenko  was  roughed  up  and  rudely  deported  from  China  during  the  Olympics,  but  he  accomplished  his  goal: 
bringing  worldwide  attention  to  restrictions  on  freedom  in  Tibet.  Photos  by  Pamela  Gerard 


confiscated,  we  were  photographed  re¬ 
peatedly,  and  some  of  the  other  protest¬ 
ers  were  forced  to  use  their  credit  cards 
to  pay  for  their  flight  home.” 

Throughout  the  protest,  or  “action,”  as 
he  calls  it,  Zenko  tried  to  stick  to  the 
ideals  espoused  by  Students  for  a  Free 
Tibet  and  remain  non-violent.  But  his 
behavior  had  little  impact,  he  said,  on 
the  “physically  aggressive”  tactics  of  the 


Beijing  police. 

“At  one  point,  as  1  was  being  kicked 
and  punched,  I  kept  on  shouting  that  this 
was  a  non-violent  protest,  but  I  was  ig¬ 
nored,”  he  said. 

Zenko’s  arrival  back  in  San  Francisco 
was  considerably  more  hospitable:  he 
was  greeted  by  more  than  50  Tibetan  ex¬ 
iles  who  presented  him  with  a  khata,  a 
ceremonial  scarf  indicating  respect. 


He  also  was  surrounded  by  reporters, 
who  peppered  him  with  questions — an 
experience  that  didn’t  leave  him  hanker¬ 
ing  for  more  of  the  celebrity  spotlight. 

“That  was  a  completely  new  experi¬ 
ence  for  me,  and  it  wasn’t  really  my  cup 
of  tea,”  said  Zenko. 

“Only  history  will  show  what  the 
repercussions  of  the  protests  will  be,"  he 
continued.  "They  certainly  represent  a  new 
and  bolder  tactic  that  hadn’t  been  used 
previously.  The  protests  by  myself  and 
others  will  continue  until  Tibet  is  free.” 

Until  the  next  protest,  he’ll  return  to 
work,  and  to  one  of  his  favorite  pastimes 
on  24th  Street;  watching  football  with  fel¬ 
low  Green  Bay  Packer  fans  at  the  Valley 
Tavern. 

Asked  if  he  ever  expounded  on  Tibetan 
freedom  amongst  his  football  buddies, 
Zenko  conceded  that  it  wasn’t  the  most 
popular  topic  of  conversation. 

But  Zenko  is  always  happy  to  educate 
anyone  not  familiar  with  the  issues. 

“Our  action  will  continue  past  the 
Olympics,”  Zenko  said.  "We  will  not  al¬ 
low  the  Chinese  government  to  legit¬ 
imize  its  occupation  of  Tibet  and  white¬ 
wash  human  rights  abuses.”  ■ 
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Zephyr  Real  Estate.  We're  all  about  San  Francisco,  www.zephyrsf.com 


That's  how  you'll  feel  working  with  a  Zephyr  Premiere  Property 
Specialist.  When  it  comes  to  luxury  real  estate,  we  take  a  fresh 
approach  to  marketing  your  unique  property  to  the  right 
audience.  With  our  well  connected  broker  network,  savvy 
on-line  listing  tools,  and  experience  in  every  San  Francisco 
neighborhood,  we'll  handle  all  the  details  while  you  relax 
and  soak  in  the  results. 


Showcasing  San  Francisco's  Finest  Real  Estate 
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Fund  manager  Michael  Blake  constructs  crossword  puzzles  at  home  in  his  spare  time,  often 
getting  clues  and  advice  from  his  wife,  Barbara  Howald.  Photo  by  Pamela  Gerard 


Blake  Still  Puzzling 
Over  Neighborhood 

CONTINUED  FROM  PAGE  1 

Valley  residents  who  work  the  puzzles 
may  have  a  slight  advantage:  the  brain- 
twisters  will  be  sprinkled  with  neighbor¬ 
hood  idioms,  landmarks,  and  personages. 
Blake’s  first  contribution,  “Noe  Valley 
North  and  South,”  appears  below. 

“I  wanted  [the  puzzles]  to  relate  to  Noe 
Valley  in  some  way,”  says  Blake,  who 
turned  57  in  August.  “And  I’d  like  them 
to  tickle  your  funny  bone.” 

If  you’re  new  to  puzzle-solving,  Blake 
has  a  couple  of  tips  for  you.  Select  an  area 
of  the  puzzle  and  work  on  both  the 
“Across”  and  “Down”  clues  at  the  same 
time,  thinking  about  which  vowels  or 
consonants  might  fit  both  ways.  If  you 
come  up  short,  move  to  another  area  of 
the  puzzle.  Should  you  reach  a  dead-end, 
“walk  away  from  the  puzzle  for  a  while,” 
Blake  says.  “A  lot  of  solvers  find  a  puz¬ 
zle  quite  easy  after  returning  to  it,  partic¬ 
ularly  if  they’ve  had  some  sleep  in  be¬ 
tween  sessions.” 

Blake’s  puzzles  will  run  in  the  Voice  on 
an  occasional  basis.  This  month’s  offer¬ 
ing  is  rated  “moderately  easy,”  though  fu¬ 
ture  ones  could  become  more  challenging 
as  he  picks  up  the  quirks  and  rhythms  of 
the  neighborhood. 

A  Relative  Newcomer 

Blake  moved  to  Noe  Valley  two  years 
ago  after  his  bride-to-be  suggested  he 
might  want  to  give  up  his  downtown 
bachelor  pad.  Barbara  Howald,  whom  he 
married  in  June  2007,  found  a  place 
where  she  could  garden  and  Blake  could 
pursue  his  hobby. 

“I  live  in  a  world  of  numbers,  and  it’s 


great  fun  to  come  home  and  deal  with 
words  after  dealing  with  money,”  says 
Blake,  who  handles  the  endowment  for 
the  Evelyn  and  Walter  Haas  Jr.  Fund,  a 
private  foundation  in  San  Francisco. 

Once  he’s  produced  a  puzzle,  he  can’t 
wait  for  someone  to  try  it — and  that’s  usu¬ 
ally  Howald.  “Fortunately,  Barbara  is  al¬ 
ways  ready  to  give  me  immediate  feed¬ 
back.  She  will  tell  me  where  I  have  been 
unintentionally  obscure  with  either  a  clue 
or  a  particular  cluster  of  words  in  the  grid.” 

New  York  Times  Debut 

Blake  started  designing  crossword 
puzzles  25  years  ago,  and  his  works  have 
appeared  in  books,  magazines,  and  many 
newspapers  around  the  country.  But  it 
wasn’t  until  earlier  this  year  that  Blake 
achieved  national  recognition  with  an  ap¬ 


pearance  in  the  New  York  Times,  the  Holy 
Grail  of  crossword  venues. 

The  theme  of  his  Times  puzzle  could  be 
found  in  a  trio  of  highbrow  clues:  the  au¬ 
thor  of  Future  Shock,  the  name  of  a  famed 
Nazi  hunter,  and  the  author  of  Sister  Car¬ 
rie.  The  surprise  fourth  clue  was  decid¬ 
edly  lowbrow:  a  musical  group  suggested 
by  the  first  three  answers. 

“I’ll  always  be  fond  of  my  New  York 
Times  debut,”  says  Blake,  laughing  about 
the  clues  for  Alvin,  Simon,  and  Theo¬ 
dore — the  cute  critters  who  comprise  the 
1950s  singing  group  the  Chipmunks. 

The  Times  published  a  second  puzzle 
Aug.  25,  which  Blake  co-constructed 
with  Nob  Hill  resident  Andrea  Carla 
Michaels. 

Trials  of  a  Word  Wizard 


During  one  lunch,  Blake  says  he, 
Howald,  and  Michaels  “were  riffing  on 
bending  the  genders  of  film  titles,”  and  the 
banter  “led  to  a  puzzle  we  called  ‘Chick 
Flicks.’  It  had  answers  like  ‘Goodbye 
Mrs.  Chips,’  ‘To  Ma’am  with  Love,’  and 
‘Little  Big  Woman.’”  He  and  Michaels 
collaborated  and  sold  the  puzzle  to  the 
Los  Angeles  Times,  which  ran  it  earlier 
this  year. 

Peaceful  Preparations 

Blake’s  own  background  in  finance 
and  education  provides  him  with  a  wealth 
of  material  for  his  wordplay.  He  has  de¬ 
grees  in  economics  and  business  from 
Duke  University  and  U.C.  Berkeley.  He’s 
been  a  professional  money  manager  for 
the  past  15  years. 

He  served  two  separate  Peace  Corps 
stints  in  Africa.  He  initially  taught  Eng¬ 
lish  in  the  Central  African  Republic,  and 
later  returned  to  oversee  all  operations 
there.  His  efforts  so  impressed  the  presi¬ 
dent  of  that  French-speaking  country  that 
the  leader  knighted  him  a  chevalier  de 
I’Ordre  de  Merite. 

Blake  has  also  served  as  an  executive 
with  the  Hesperian  Foundation,  a  Berke¬ 
ley-based  publisher  of  books  and  news¬ 
letters  on  community-based  health  care. 

With  those  plums,  Blake  would  appear 
to  be  a  natural  constructor.  He  wasn’t.  He 
doesn’t  remember  trying  to  solve  cross¬ 
word  puzzles  as  a  youngster  and  didn’t 
pick  up  the  habit  until  college. 

“I  used  to  attempt  to  do  it  from  time  to 
time.  It  was  not  a  mania,”  he  says.  “I  don’t 
know  what  bit  me.” 

When  the  game  of  building  puzzles  fi¬ 
nally  piqued  his  interest,  Blake  mimicked 
patterns  that  others  used,  “I’d  get  a  book 
of  crosswords  and  steal  the  grid,  and  I'd 
write  clues  to  fit  the  crossword,”  he  says. 
“It’s  frightening  to  go  back  and  look  at 
some  of  my  [early]  constructions.” 


Crossword:  Noe  Valley  North  and  South  By  Michael  Blake 


ACROSS 

1.  Arranges  hair 

6.  “I'll  say!" 

10.  Source  of  some 
KQED-TV  content 

13.  Barton  of  the  Red 
Cross 

14.  Noe  Valley  Library 
freebie 

15.  Get  better 

16.  Playboy  bunnies, 
to  some  (or 
Chippendales,  to 
others!) 

18.  Crucifix  letters 

19.  Menu  phrase 

20.  Predetermined,  as 
seating 

22.  South  African  hero 
Nelson 

26.  Stick  (to) 

27.  Guinness  or 
Baldwin 

28.  Mil.  letter 
destination 

30.  “I’m  kidding!" 

31.  Writer  Ephron 

32.  Kind  of  button 

34.  Israeli  diplomat 

Abba 

38.  Finishes 

39.  Online  currency 

40.  Purchase  at 
Mitchell's  or 
Belgano 

41.  Litmus  or  acid 
follower 

42.  “Ally  McBeal”  role 

43.  Firefighter’s 
sprayer 

44.  Pooh’s  friend, 
Kanga’s  son 

46.  _ -Boy  recliner 

47.  Previously  owned 

48.  “Get  Shorty” 

author _ 

Leonard 

51.  In  a  fashionable 
manner 


53.  What  happens 
there,  stays  there 

56.  Tolkein  ogre 

57.  Impolite 

58.  “Sock  it  to  me”  gal 
of  '60s  TV 

63.  Air  freshener 
target 

64.  Give  a  green  light 

65.  Cranny 

66.  “Absolutely!" 

67.  Word  after  web  or 
construction 

68.  Dramatist  Chekhov 

DOWN 

1.  Syringe  measures: 
Abbr. 

2.  Corrida  cheer 

3.  “Where  the  Wild 
Things  Are"  boy 

4.  Let  the  dog  bark 
into  a 

megaphone? 

5.  Expensive  fur 


6.  Leave  inspired 

7.  Flaky  mineral 

8.  Baby  newts 

9.  “Japanese  car  at 
my  house,”  to  a 
Frenchman? 

10.  Pasta  Pomodoro 
purchase 

11.  More  nude 

12.  Devil’s _ _ 

15.  Five-year-old  with 
a  BlackBerry? 

17.  Really  spicy 
toaster  waffles? 

21 .  Altar  vow' 

22.  “Luncheon  on  the 
Grass”  painter 

23.  Solo 

24.  Revenge  seekers 
of  film 

25.  Speedily 

29. _ fours 

(crawling) 

33.  Cuba  y  Aruba,  por 
ejemplo 


35.  Move  higher 

36.  Photographer 
Adams 

37.  Hard  up 

45.  Miner’s  find 

48.  George  Jetson's 
boy 

49.  Summa  cum _ 

50.  Windows 
predecessor 

52.  Warriors’  home, 
Oracle _ 

54.  Golfer  Isao 

55.  Venetian  blind  part 

59.  Recolor 

60.  SF  drama  troupe, 
for  short 

61.  “Tommy”  band, 
with  The 

62.  Former  Giants 
reliever  Robb 


Solution  on  Page  49 


Constructing  a  puzzle  can  take  any¬ 
where  from  three  hours,  “if  I’m  really 
lucky,”  to  20  hours,  “if  I  have  to  fight  over 
it,”  Blake  says.  That  can  occur  if  he  writes 
himself  into  "one  little  comer"  and  can’t 
match  up  the  words. 

Blake  says  he  tries  to  avoid  puzzles  with 
inane  or  arcane  clues.  “Twenty,  thirty 
years  ago,  it  was  perfectly  fine  to  have 
ridiculous  words  for  a  two-toed  sloth  or 
obscure  words  such  as  ‘anoa,’  which  is  a 
pygmy  buffalo  indigenous  to  Indonesia. 
My  biggest  goal  is  to  create  crossword 
puzzles  without  any  garbage  in  them.” 

It’s  not  always  easy,  so  he  enjoys  the 
camaraderie  of  a  fraternity  of  prominent 
local  constructors  who  pun  their  way 
through  lunch  every  two  or  three  months. 
They  include  Michaels;  Diamond  Heights 
wordsmith  Manny  Nosowsky,  who 
Wikipedia  asserts  has  landed  more  puz¬ 
zles  in  the  New  York  Times  than  any  other 
constructor;  and  Byron  Walden,  a  math 
professor  at  Santa  Clara  University. 


200  Puzzles  in  His  Pocket 

Blake’s  first  square  of  squares  was 
published  in  the  mid-1980s  in  a  small  lo¬ 
cal  newspaper  in  East  Palo  Alto,  where 
he  was  then  living.  The  puzzle  theme  was 
fashioned  to  encourage  residents  of  that 
unincorporated  area  of  San  Mateo  County 
to  support  cityhood. 

Since  then,  he’s  constructed  more  than 
200  brainteasers,  but  he  doesn’t  plan  to 
quit  his  day  job.  He  says  puzzle  pay  is 
pretty  skimpy,  and  most  publications  re¬ 
tain  the  rights.  The  Los  Angeles  Times,  for 
example,  shells  out  $65  per  puzzle,  ac¬ 
cording  to  Blake.  “The  New  York  Times 
is  at  the  top  of  the  heap,”  he  says,  and  it 
pays  just  $200. 

Such  meager  compensation  conjures 
up  an  eight-letter  word  meaning  “labor 
mantra.” 

“Constructors  should  unionize,"  says 
Blake,  only  half-jokingly.  “They’re  among 
the  most  downtrodden  of  artists.”  ■ 


Fun  Cooking  Classes! 


We’re  happy  announce  that  we’re  now 
offering  cooking  classes! 

You  loved  our  Essential  Knife  Skills 
classes  and  our  Cake,  Cookie,  and 
Cupcake  Decorating  class,  so  we’ve 
decided  to  expand  our  offerings. 

Visit  cooksboulevard.com  to  see  our 
full  selection  of  classes  — 
we’ll  see  you  in  the  kitchen! 

We  offer  speedy  weekly  knife  sharpening.  Drop  off 
Sunday  by  6pm.  Pick  up  Tuesday  after  1  lam. 

Cooks  i  309  Castro  st.  @  24th 

BOULEVARD  ~  (415)647-2665 
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St.  Philip  Parish 

Annual  Festival 


A  Noe  Valley 
Tradition 
for 

70  Years! 


Fun  for  All  ' 
Ages 


Games,  Shows, 
Food,  Raffle 


Free  Admission 


24th  &  Diamond  Streets 

Saturday  &  Sunday,  Sept.  27-28  •  10  a.m.  to  6  p.m. 


Proceeds  benefit  St.  Philip  School  -  teaching  grades  K-8  since  1925 
For  school  information  and  tours  call  415-824-8467 


Grand  Re-Opening 

Upper  Noe  Rec  Center 

Saturday,  September  6 
1 1am  -  2pm 


friends  of  the 


NVRC 

NOE  VALLEY  RECREATION  CENTER 


a  San  Francisco  Parks  Trust  park  partner 


Please  join  Supervisor  Bevan  Dufty,  S.F.  Rec  and  Park,  Friends  of  the  Noe  Valley  Rec  Center  and 
your  neighbors  in  this  celebration  of  our  remodeled  community  center 


Entertainment  and  activities  for  all 

-JAMband  (11am -12pm) 

-Tai  Chi  demo 

-  Hula  hoop  instruction 

-  Face  painting 
-Youth  band 

-  Arts  and  crafts 

-  Dog  treats  and  raffle 

-  Baseball,  tennis  and  basketball  games/demos 

-  Information  on  upcoming  programs 

-  Family  account  sign-ups 

-  Food  and  beverages 

-  and  more! 


don't  miss  special  guest 
performance  from 

Charity  and  the 
JAMband 

11-12 

"get  ready  to  rock  your 
socks  off" 


*  Entertainment  still  to  be  confirmed  at  time  of  press 
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Church  Street  Apothecary  owner  Kati  Kim,  standing  with  store  manager  Sarah  Gion  (right), 
is  looking  for  a  buyer  for  the  four-year-old  shop,  which  a  state  agency  has  pressured  into 
changing  its  signage.  Photo  by  Pamela  Gerard 


Death  by  Semantics 

Church  Street 
Apothecary  to  Close 
Over  Name  Dispute 

By  Lorraine  Sanders 

Imagine  ending  up  in  legal  hot  water  for 
not  selling  drugs.  In  a  certain  sense, 
that  is  what  has  happened  to  the  Noe  Val¬ 
ley  shop  formerly  known  as  Church 
Street  Apothecary. 

For  the  past  four  years,  the  tiny  store  at 
Church  and  30th  streets  has  been  an  out¬ 
let  for  such  things  as  bandaids,  shampoo, 
and  diapers,  as  well  as  for  products  from 
upscale  lines  like  Dr.  Hauschka  Skin 
Care,  Herb  Pharm,  and  La  Familia  Green 
greeting  cards.  But,  after  liquidating  its 
current  inventory,  the  store  will  cease  op¬ 
erations  this  month,  as  owner  and  neigh¬ 
borhood  resident  Kati  Kim  searches  for  a 
buyer  and  plans  her  next  move. 

“I  can’t  fight  a  state  agency  right  now. 
It’s  a  whole  lot  of  work,  too  much  for  one 
person.  If  this  was  my  only  store,  I  would 
try  to  fight  it,”  explains  Kim,  who  also 
owns  the  Lower  Haight  boutique  Doe  and 
its  accompanying  online  store. 

The  state  agency  is  the  California 
Board  of  Pharmacy,  and  at  issue  is  the 
Church  Street  store’s  name. 

“There  is  a  California  law  that  requires 
that  only  drugstores  can  use  certain  ti¬ 
tles — drugstore,  apothecary,  there’s  a  list 
of  about  six,”  points  out  Virginia  Herold 
of  the  Pharmacy  Board. 

Specifically,  Section  4343  of  the  Cali¬ 
fornia  Business  and  Professions  Code 
states,  “No  building  shall  have  upon  it  or 
displayed  within  it  or  affixed  to  or  used 
in  connection  with  it  a  sign  bearing  the 
word  or  words  ‘Pharmacist,’  ‘Pharmacy,’ 
‘Apothecary,’  ‘Drugstore,’  ‘Druggist,’ 
‘Drugs,’  ‘Medicine,’  ‘Medicine  Store,’ 
‘Drug  Sundries,’  ‘Remedies,’  or  any 
word  or  words  of  similar  or  like  import; 
or  the  characteristic  symbols  of  phar¬ 
macy;  or  the  characteristic  prescription 
sign  (Rx)  or  similar  design,  unless  there 
is  upon  or  within  the  building  a  pharmacy 
holding  a  license  issued  by  the  board.” 

Kim  says  she  first  learned  about  the 
law,  which  dates  back  to  1905,  when  a 
representative  from  the  board  appeared  at 
the  store  one  day  in  2006.  Kim  was  not 


working  in  the  store  that  day,  but  received 
a  phone  call  from  one  of  her  employees 
after  the  visit. 

“The  lady  basically  insisted  that  [the 
employee]  sign  some  paperwork....  She 
signed  the  paperwork,  and  in  the  paper¬ 
work  we  agreed  to  change  our  name,” 
recounts  Kim,  who  says  her  employee 
was  young  and  intimidated  by  the  con¬ 
frontation. 

Afterwards,  Kim  wrote  a  letter  of 
protest  to  the  Board  of  Pharmacy. 

“We  wrote  a  letter  explaining  that,  ba¬ 
sically,  the  word  apothecary  has  for  some 
time  noA  been  used  in  association  with 


stores  that  sell  health  and  beauty  prod¬ 
ucts,”  she  said. 

Kim  also  began  contacting  other  non¬ 
pharmacy  stores  with  the  word  apothe¬ 
cary  in  their  names — including  the  Union 
Street  Apothecary  in  Cow  Hollow  and  the 
Sky  Meadow  Apothecary  &  Spa  in  down¬ 
town  Santa  Cruz — to  ask  if  they’d  en¬ 
countered  similar  problems.  No  one  she 
spoke  with  had. 

“So  I  didn’t  hear  anything  for  like  two 
years.  I  just  assumed  it  had  been 
dropped,”  said  Kim,  whose  family  made 
national  headlines  later  in  2006  after  their 
car  became  stranded  in  the  snow  for  10 


days  in  Oregon.  Kim’s  husband,  James 
Kim,  died  of  hypothermia  while  trying  to 
find  help.  Kim  and  her  two  young  daugh¬ 
ter's  survived  the  tragic  ordeal. 

In  July  of  this  year,  Kim  received  a  reg¬ 
istered  letter  from  the  Pharmacy  Board 
fining  her  $500  for  continuing  to  use  the 
word  apothecary  in  the  store’s  name, 
which  she  has  now  stopped  using  both  at 
the  store  and  on  its  website. 

While  that  sum  may  seem  a  relatively 
small  price  to  pay  to  continue  operating, 
Kim  says  the  real  financial  burden  is  the 
projected  cost  of  re-branding  the  well-es¬ 
tablished  business,  including  its  signage, 
marketing  materials,  and  website,  and 
covering  costs  like  lawyer  fees  to  trade¬ 
mark  a  new  name  and  logo.  She  estimates 
the  cost  of  revamping  the  store  with  a  new 
name  would  be  “in  the  $10,000  ballpark.” 

Instead  of  spending  the  time  and 
money  to  re-launch  the  business,  Kim  is 
looking  for  someone — ideally  a  Noe  Val¬ 
ley  resident — to  buy  her  out  and  take  over 
the  shop’s  lease.  In  the  meantime,  she  is 
considering  using  the  storefront  tem¬ 
porarily  as  a  gift  boutique  during  the  win¬ 
ter  holidays.  Either  way,  she  plans  to  shut 
her  doors  for  good  at  the  end  of  2008. 

Church  Street  Apothecary’s  pending 
closure  is  understandably  upsetting  to 
Kim,  who  bristles  at  what  she  views  as  an 
outdated  law.  “This  is  a  small  business 
that  is  being  put  out  of  business  by  a  big 
state  agency....  They  have  no  problem 
with  anything  I’m  doing.  They  just  don’t 
like  my  name,”  Kim  said. 

She  also  worries  that  her  handful  of 
employees  will  lose  their  jobs. 

However,  she  remains  positive  about  a 
potential  buyer  for  the  business,  and  the 
longtime  support  she’s  received  from 
customers  and  neighbors. 

“The  kids  and  I  are  doing  great,  and  the 
neighborhood  has  been  so  awesomely 
supportive  over  the  years.”  ■ 

All  merchandise,  except  for  flowers  and 
periodicals,  will  he  30  percent  off  until 
the  store  closes  mid-month.  Anyone  in¬ 
terested  ip  speaking  to  Kim  about  pur¬ 
chasing  the  business  may  contact  her  at 
info@  doe-sf.com . 


& 


SPEND  $25  AT  LOVEJOY’S  ATTIC 
&  RECEIVE  A  SURPRISE  GIFT! 


1351  Church  Street  at  Clipper 
415-648-5895 

Reservations  Recommended  •  Catering  Available 

Wednesday  -  Sunday  1 1:00  a.m.  -  6:00  p.m. 
Friday  11:00  a.m.  -  7:00  p.m. 

Closed  Mondays  and  Tuesdays 


Call  the  Admissions  Office  at  41 5.345.9777  ext.  1  24 
to  reserve  your  spot  and  learn  more. 

1835  Ellis  Street  |  San  Francisco,  CA  94115  |  www.jchsofthebay.org 


JCHS 

y*":issn  '-VK3  ncn  jrswt 

JEWISH  COMMUNITY  HIGH  SCHOOL  OF  THE  BAY 

OPEN  HOUSE 

Sunday,  November  2  &  December  7 
2:00  -  4:00  p.m. 


Experience  JCHS  for  yourself. 
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3775  24TH  STREET 


415.401.8833 

www.  Noma  clRu  os.com 


pIREFLV 

V  KE^TAURAiMT/ 


Food  you  eat. 


4288  24th  Street  ★  San  Francisco 
415.821.7652  ★  fireflyrestaurant.com 
prix-fix  menu  Sunday-Thursday  ★  $35  for  3  courses 


100  Clipper  St 
@  Church 
Noe  Valley 

When  the  going  gets  tough... 

You  call  SellingSF  -  642.8000 

1 00  years  of  real  estate  experience. 


WWWSellingSF.com  Jlto  Garcia  Don  Woolhouse  Erik  VonMuBer  Rochelle  Williams  Erin  McCoin 

606.9090  971.7766  902.4978  999.5420  370.8874 


wm 
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San  Francisco’s  Live 
Theater  Scene  Is  Better 
Than  Ever 

By  Doug  Konecky 

Plenty  has  changed  in  the  Bay  Area 
theater  world  since  I  became  a  the¬ 
ater  critic  for  America  On  Line  back  in 
1 999.  Over  the  past  decade.  I’ve  seen  San 
Francisco  theater  explode  into  national 
prominence,  with  new  venues  nipping  at 
the  heels  of  older,  more  established 
houses,  while  at  the  same  time  hybrids  are 
beginning  to  emerge:  theater  with  hip- 
hop,  dance  with  circus  tricks,  music  with 
acrobatics. ..you  name  it. 

Today,  San  Francisco  is  often  seen  as 
Philadelphia  and  Boston  were  in  the  clas¬ 
sic  days  of  musical  theater — as  the  city 
where  shows  open  first,  to  iron  out  the 
wrinkles  on  their  way  toward  bringing  up 
the  curtain  on  Broadway.  Many  play¬ 
wrights  choose  San  Francisco  as  the  site 
for  the  world  premiere  of  their  works,  due 
in  no  small  part  to  the  city’s  more  open- 
minded  and  truly  enthusiastic  pool  of 
dedicated  theater-goers. 

The  Bay  Area  has  at  least  three  differ¬ 
ent  levels  of  live  theater  houses.  Each  of¬ 
fers  a  different  theater  experience.  At 
American  Conservatory  Theater  (A.C.T.) 
on  Geary  Street,  the  Curran  Theater  next 
door,  or  the  Golden  Gate  or  Orpheum  the¬ 
aters  on  Market  Street,  you  enter  a  ven¬ 
erable  showplace  and  walk  through  a 
paneled  lobby  built  more  than  eight 
decades  ago  in  the  heyday  of  glorious 
movie  palaces.  You  sit  in  a  plush  seat  and 
see  a  lavish  production  with  a  major- 
league  set  and  high-budget  costuming. 
You  also  pay  a  hefty  price  for  a  front-row 
seat. 

San  Francisco  Playhouse  on  Sutter 
Street  is  a  good  example  of  great  theater 
at  the  next  level.  You  have  to  walk  up  a 
flight  of  stairs  and  the  stage  is  small,  but 
the  seats  are  comfortable  and  the  intimate 
staging  helps  involve  you  in  the  produc¬ 
tion.  (Biscottis  are  only  a  buck!)  Year  af¬ 
ter  year,  S.F.  Playhouse’s  season  ranks 
with  the  best  in  the  Bay  Area.  Other  ex¬ 
emplary  mid-level  companies  of  varying 
sizes  are  found  at  Berkeley  Repertory 
Company  in  downtown  Berkeley,  The- 
aterWorks  in  Palo  Alto,  the  Magic  The¬ 
ater  in  Fort  Mason,  Traveling  Jewish  The¬ 
ater  in  the  Mission,  and  up  until  this 
season,  the  Lorraine  Hansberry  on  Sutter 
Street. 

On  the  bottom  rung  of  the  ladder, 
measured  not  by  the  fascinating  nature  of 
most  of  its  productions  but  only  by  the 
small  size  of  the  cast  and  the  lower  cost 
of  a  theater  ticket,  one  local  theater  stands 
above  the  rest:  the  Marsh  Theater  on  Va¬ 
lencia  Street.  Smaller  theaters  tend  to 
specialize:  the  Marsh  in  solo  perform¬ 


ance,  Footloose  Studios  in  dance,  the  Exit 
Theater  with  off-center  plays  in  an  off- 
off-center  neighborhood. 

Keeping  a  company  and  a  theater  alive 
are  not  simple  tasks.  Although  some  the¬ 
aters,  at  every  level,  have  more  secure 
funding  than  others,  all  are  constantly 
balancing  precipitously  on  the  edge  of  a 
financial  chasm.  Some  don’t  make  it  or 
are  forced  to  move — Lorraine  Hansberry 
Theater,  one  of  the  premier  African- 
American  theater  companies  in  America, 
has  this  yearlost  its  longtime  location  and 
has  been  forced  to  spread  its  productions 
into  several  different  venues  for  the 
2008-09  season. 

Here  in  Noe  Valley,  with  an  entire 
community  of  potential  theater  fans,  we 
sadly  have  no  theater.  It’s  surprising,  but 
easy  to  see  why.  In  addition  to  the  build¬ 
ing,  a  theater  needs  a  playwright,  direc¬ 
tor,  producer,  actors,  set  designer,  cos¬ 
tumer,  lighting  engineer,  musicians,  and 
so  on.  That  takes  money  and  endless 
amounts  of  dedication.  A  theater’s  sur¬ 
vival  also  depends  on  the  loyalty  of  its  au¬ 
dience. 

High  ticket  prices  threaten  to  drive  us 
away,  but  we  shouldn’t  succumb.  Live 
theater  is  like  nothing  else  in  the  world. 
It’s  always  an  adventure — no  two  shows 
are  the  same.  We  just  need  to  choose 
wisely.  Like  any  theater-goer,  I  gravitate 
toward  places  where  I  am  rarely  disap¬ 
pointed.  Here  are  three  venues,  one  in 
each  theater  category,  that  I’d  rank  among 
my  favorites. 


Stephanie  Wiseman  cultivates  the  Marsh, 
which  has  become  a  hotbed  of  solo 
performance  shows  in  San  Francisco. 

Photo  by  Doug  Konecky 

The  Marsh  Theater 

1062  Valencia  Street  at  22nd  Street 

415-641-0235 

www.themarsh.org 

The  Marsh  is  the  brainchild  of 
Stephanie  Wiseman,  a  poet  at  the  Uni¬ 
versity  of  Buffalo  who  got  sick  of  per¬ 
forming  for  her  friends.  When  she  took  a 
vacation  to  San  Francisco  in  1985  and 
saw  Spalding  Gray  perform  Swimming  to 
Cambodia,  a  lightbulb  switched  on.  To¬ 
day,  the  Marsh  is  in  its  third  location  on 
Valencia  Street,  and  in  the  late  1990s,  af¬ 
ter  the  phenomenal  success  of  Charlie 


Varon’s  Rush  Limbaugh  in  Night  School, 
the  theater  was  able  to  purchase  its  build¬ 
ing.  Now  the  Marsh  runs  two  perform¬ 
ance  spaces,  an  artist-in-residence  pro¬ 
gram,  community-based  performance 
workshops,  and  spring  and  summer  the¬ 
ater  camps.  (Fall  workshops  at  the  Marsh 
Youth  Theater  start  Sept.  22;  call  826- 
5750,  ext.  3.) 

The  Marsh  specializes  in  solo  per¬ 
formances,  often  with  no  more  than  a  few 
lighting  cues  and  a  sound  effect  of  a 
honking  bus  that  might  come  from  the 
soundboard  or  from  the  26-Valencia  out¬ 
side.  They  are  finally  about  to  replace  the 
old  spine-smashing  seats,  and  no  one  is 
mourning  their  departure.  You  don’t  go  to 
the  Marsh  for  production  values  but  for 
the  gems  you  might  see  on  stage — the 
number  of  huge  hits  that  have  had  their 
beginning  at  this  theater  is  astonishing, 
from  much  of  Charlie  Varon’s  work  over 
the  past  1 0  years  to  Brian  Copeland’s  Not 
a  Genuine  Black  Man  and  2008 ’s  brilliant 
Tings  Dey  Happen  by  local  hero  Dan 
Hoyle. 

Tip:  There  are  always  pay-what-you- 
can  nights  at  the  Marsh,  so  you  can  have 
an  inexpensive  evening  at  the  theater  and 
still  have  money  afterwards  to  hang  out 
for  tapas  or  sushi  down  the  street. 

S.F.  Playhouse 

533  Sutter  Street,  Second  Floor,  at 

Powell  Street 
415-677-9596 
www.sfplayhouse.org 

S.F.  Playhouse  owes  its  existence  to 
Bill  English  and  Susi  Damilano,  husband 
and  wife  co-founders  of  the  theater.  Both 
have  interesting  backgrounds — Bill 
comes  from  a  musical  family  and  is  a  mu¬ 
sician  himself,  with  degrees  in  theater 
from  Arizona  State  University  and 
Northwestern.  He  started  constructing 
sets  in  college,  primarily  to  give  himself 
an  extra  tool  as  a  director  who  wanted  to 
have  more  visual  control  of  his  produc¬ 
tions.  Today,  English  has  the  title  of  artis¬ 
tic  director.  His  philosophy  is  simple.  “I 
don’t  think  of  theater  as  art,”  he  says,  “but 
as  entertainment.  We  choose  original  ma¬ 
terial  that  is  universal.  I  want  the  audience 
to  get  it.” 

Damilano  is  producing  director,  and 
like  English,  she  also  acts,  directs,  and/or 
dances  in  various  productions.  “As  an  ac¬ 
tor,”  she  says,  “1  choose  a  character  that  I 
somehow  identify  with.  [But]  with  each 
show  I've  directed,  I  read  the  script  and 
felt  like  a  kid  that  found  a  secret  stash  of 
candy....  I  wanted  it  all,  so  that  meant  I 
had  to  direct.” 

Damilano  and  English  continue  to  dis¬ 
tance  their  theater  from  the  rest  of  the 
pack  by  mounting  quirky  shows  with  a  lot 
of  heart.  Next  season,  for  example.  Eng¬ 
lish  is  directing  both  John  Guare’s  Land¬ 
scape  of  the  Body  and  Dale  Wasserman’s 
One  Flew  Over  the  Cuckoo's  Nest. 

“We’re  still  looking  for  a  seven-foot- 
tall  Native  American  who  can  act."  Eng¬ 
lish  says. 

Tip:  Each  holiday  season,  the  show  at 
S.F.  Playhouse  is  hilarious.  It’s  usually  a 
bit  warped — the  perfect  antidote  to  an¬ 


Wife-and-husband  team  Susi  Damilano  and 
Bill  English  want  audiences  to  share  their 
passion  for  theater  at  S.F.  Playhouse. 

Photo  by  Mario  Parnell 

other  Nutcracker.  This  year  it’s  Abraham 
Lincoln’s  Big  Gay  Dance  Party ,  which 
opens  as  a  Christmas  pageant.  You’re  go¬ 
ing  to  love  it. 

American  Conservatory 
Theater  <a.c.t.) 

415  Geary  Street  at  Mason  Street 

415-749-2228 

www.act-sf.org 

In  its  41st  year  at  the  beautifully  re¬ 
stored  Geary  Theater,  a  night  at  A.C.T.  is 
like  a  night  at  the  opera,  only  you  don’t 
have  to  sit  through  the  opera.  People 
dress  a  little  better,  a  glass  of  white  wine 
costs  a  little  more,  the  sets  are  always 
breathtaking  enough  to  make  it  worth 
your  while  to  come  early  to  admire  them, 
and  there  are  the  same  street  singers  per¬ 
forming  year  after  year,  smiling  as  they 
cadge  for  a  tip  as  you  exit  after  the  final 
curtain. 

You  don’t  get  improvisational  theater 
at  A.C.T.,  but  this  is  anything  but  a  staid, 
predictable  company.  The  2008-09  sea¬ 
son  opens  with  the  West  Coast  premiere 
of  Tom  Stoppard’s  Rock  V  Roll  and  ends 
with  the  West  Coast  premiere  of  Edward 
Albee’s  Peter  and  Jerry  (it’s  never  a  bad 
idea,  subscription-wise,  to  open  and  close 
with  your  biggest  names).  In  between, 
there  are  several  surprises,  including  Jose 
Rivera’s  newest  Puerto  Rico-themed 
show  Boleros  for  the  Disenchanted. 
When  you  want  to  see  professional  the¬ 
ater  acted  and  staged  by  San  Francisco’s 
most  respected  theater  company,  you 
head  for  A.C.T. 

Tip:  Aisle  seats  in  the  lower  orchestra 
towards  the  rear  are  canted  at  a  slight  an¬ 
gle.  This  means  more  room  for  those  of 
you  lucky  enough  to  have  long  legs,  and 
for  the  rest  of  us  more  space  to  squirm 
should  we  be  watching  Sam  Shepard  or 
David  Mamet. 

Sanchez  Street  resident  Doug  Konecky  regu¬ 
larly  reviews  live  shows  in  town  at  his  theater 
blog,  www.sf-theaterblog.com.  He  says  he'd 
love  to  hear  your  comments  and  suggestions 
of  plays  to  see.  Write  him  there,  or  at  the  Voice 
at  editor@noevalleyvoice.com. 


3  hatha  yoga  classes  for  $35 

fall  special 


Open  Adoption 


Pregnant?  Adopting? 


•  You  choose  the  parents 

•  Help  with  pregnancy 
expenses 

•  No  fees  for  birth  mom 

Susan  Romer,  PH  D. 

Attorney  at  Law 


•  Infants  •  Toddlers 

•  Step  Parent 

•  Domestic  Partner 

•  International  Re-adopt 

1191  Church  Street 

near  24th  Street 


Law  Offices  of  Adams  &  Romer 

Practice  Limited  to  Adoption 

415-643-4523  •  www.l-800-U-ADOPT-US.com 
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FIRST,  LET’S 
BUILD  A  DIALOGUE. 


415.503.0055 

spark-associates.com 

license#546094 


{B&k  SPARK 

WFm  ASSOCIATES 

w  general  coNTnAcT°ns 

ON  SITE  INTELLIGENCE 


The  team?  Designers. 
Architects.  Owners. 
Our  Project  Managers. 
Superintendents, 
Subcontractors. 
Better  believe  there 
should  be  excellent 
communication  up  front. 
When  that  happens, 
you're  most  likely  to 
see  your  remodel  or 
custom  design  finished 
the  way  you  began. 
Collaboration  is 
instilled  here. 
Never  heard 
this  before?. 

Give  us  a  call. 


mm 


mK 


Thinking 
of  making 
a  career 


As  a  career  transitions 
coach  I  provide  an 
ongoing  partnership 
with  you  and  am  com¬ 
mitted  to  your  success  in 
achieving  your  career 
goals.  Please  contact 
me  for  a  free  30  minute 
consultation  to  discuss 
your  coaching  needs. 


Gigi  Gardner 

Career  Transitions  Coaching 

415.606.2709 

www.ggardnercoaching.com 


{Trust  Building  Tip  #40} 

Don't  turn  out  the  lights  while 
your  partner  is  still  in  the  bathroom. 


Of  course,  the  Number  1  way  to  build 
trust  is  to  consistently  show  that  you're 
there  to  help  for  all  the  right  reasons. 


calls,  to  more  important  matters  like 
delivering  sound  advice  on  property 
value  and  financing. 


That's  what  you  get  when  you  work 
with  Michael  and  Oliver;  from  small 
things  like  being  on  time  and  returning 


m  n  dim, 


TRUST 


www.zephyrsf.com 


Michael  and  Oliver  know  that  when  it 
comes  to  your  dreams,  it  all  begins  with 
trust. 

Michael  Ackerman 
Oliver  Burgelman 
415.695.2715 


ZEPHYR 

REAL  ESTATE 


RES 

REN 

NEW 

r  0  R  A  T  1  0  N 

OVATION 

CONSTRUCTION 

a 

it 

artistic  license 

a  guild  of  artisans 

(TILES  •  INTERIOR  DESIGN 
iTOM  FURNITURE  •  WALLPAPER 
ODWORK  •  ORNAMENTAL  PLASTER 
i  •  PAINTING  •  COLOR  DESIGN 
1NED  GLASS  •  LANDSCAPE  DESIGN 

Designers,  contractors,  and  artists,  providing 
a  range  of  services  from  building  design  to 
fine  finishes  and  everything  in  between. 

www.artisfic  I  icense.org 


THE  TAX 

Managers 


Carol  Robinson,  EA 

Member  of  the  National 
Association  of  Enrolled  Agents 


•  Individual  •  Tax  Planning 

•  Business  Returns  •  Prior  Year  Returns 

•  Electronic  Filing  •  Out-of-State  Returns 

Call  for  an  appointment  TODAY! 

300  Vicksburg  Street  #1,  San  Francisco  •  415-821-3200 

(on  the  corner  of  24th  near  Church  Street)  Notary  Public  Service 
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The  Cost  of 
Living  in  Noe 


Homebuyers 
Getting  Picky 

By  Corrie  M.  Anders 

The  catbird  seat  where  Noe  Valley 
home  sellers  have  perched  for  the 
past  eight  years  was  a  tad  less  comfy  this 
summer,  as  the  realities  of  a  changing  real 
estate  market  finally  started  to  intrude  on 
the  nesting  habits  of  the  neighborhood. 

A  total  of  19  single-family  detached 
homes  sold  in  June  and  July,  the  lowest 
two-month  tally  this  decade,  according  to 
Zephyr  Real  Estate,  which  provides 
monthly  sales  data  to  the  Voice.  That  was 
a  marked  contrast  to  the  23  homes  sold  in 
the  summer  of  last  year,  29  sales  in  the 
same  period  in  2006,  and  39  sales  in 
2005 — the  peak  of  our  most  recent  real 
estate  frenzy. 

And  for  the  first  time  since  June  2001, 
the  typical  home  seller  got  less  than  his 
or  her  asking  price.  Buyers  in  July  paid 
99  percent  of  the  list  price  to  own  a  sin¬ 
gle-family  home,  the  same  percentage 
that  condominium  buyers  paid  in  June.  A 
year  ago  July,  single-family  buyers  were 
so  eager  for  a  Noe  Valley  address  that 
their  rampant  overbidding  gave  sellers  a 
19  percent  windfall.  Similar  competition 
rewarded  condo  sellers  in  June  2007  with 
an  1 1  percent  premium  over  the  list  price. 

Condo  sales  increased  to  20  in  June 
and  July,  compared  to  16  last  summer. 
But  it  took  buyers  three  times  as  long  to 
close  escrow. 

“It’s  a  different  world  this  summer 


than  last  summer,”  said  Randall  Kostick, 
general  sales  manager  of  Zephyr  Real  Es¬ 
tate.  “It’s  a  bit  slower  pace.” 

The  nation’s  mortgage  and  foreclosure 
crisis  may  finally  be  coming  home  to 
roost.  “We’re  seeing  buyers  questioning 
whether  the  time  is  right  to  buy,”  he  said. 

Consequently,  sellers  are  becoming 
more  realistic.  “I  think  sellers  are  coming 
around  and  realizing  they  can’t  just  get 
what  they  want  when  they  want  it,”  Ko¬ 
stick  said.  “They  have  to  cooperate.” 

Not  all  do,  however.  Kostick  said  some 
deals  have  fallen  apart,  because  “buyers 
and  sellers  are  at  loggerheads,  and  sellers 
won’t  close  [escrow].” 

Mortgage  lenders  also  are  contributing 
to  the  slowdown.  They  have  been  hurt  by 
the  country’s  record  rate  of  loan  defaults, 
and,  said  Kostick,  “they’re  taking  their 
time  and  making  sure  all  the  i’s  are  dot¬ 
ted  and  t’s  crossed.” 

Despite  the  trends,  the  price  tags  show 
that  Noe  Valley  remains  a  very  desirable 
place  to  live. 

In  July,  a  four-bedroom,  3'/2-bath 
house  on  25th  Street  sold  for  around  $3 
million.  The  buyers  refused  to  reveal  the 
sales  price,  and  provided  only  its  list  price 
of  $2,950,000.  The  house  sold  quickly, 
however,  in  only  23  days.  It  is  located  in 
the  4200  block  of  25th  Street  between 
Castro  and  Diamond  streets. 

Buyers  in  June  paid  $1,725,000  for  a 
three-bedroom,  2 '/2-bath  home  in  the 
1300  block  of  Guerrero  Street  between 
25th  and  26th  streets. 

The  most  expensive  condos  both  sold 
for  $  1 .3  million.  June  saw  buyers  close  on 
a  three-bedroom,  three-bath  unit  in  the 
600  block  of  Clipper  Street  between  Dou¬ 
glass  Street  and  Hoffman  Avenue.  One 
month  later,  buyers  picked  up  keys  for  a 
two-bedroom,  two-bath  condo  in  the  300 
block  of  Valley  Street  between  Sanchez 
and  Church  streets.  ■ 


Noe  Valley  Home  Sales* 


Total  Sales 

No. 

Low 

Price  ($) 

High 

Price  ($) 

Average 
Price  (S) 

Avg.  Days  Sale  Price  As 
on  Market  %  of  List  Price 

Single-family  homes 

July  2008 

12 

$975,000 

$2,950,000 

$1,847,417 

29 

99% 

June  2008 

7 

$850,000 

$1,725,000 

$1,243,000 

33 

100% 

May  2008 

14 

$850,000 

$2,675,000 

$1,409,714 

33 

105% 

July  2007 

10 

$1,037,000 

$2,300,000 

$1,497,800 

13 

119% 

June  2007 

13 

$900,000 

$2,725,000 

$1,485,962 

26 

104% 

Condominiums 

July  2008 

13 

$563,000 

$1,300,000 

$894,538 

59 

100% 

June  2008 

7 

$399,000 

$1,300,000 

$781,857 

75 

99% 

May  2008 

3 

$525,000 

$1,249,000 

$783,333 

23 

102% 

July  2007 

10 

$457,000 

$1,910,000 

$1,198,305 

20 

109% 

June  2007 

6 

$703,000 

$1,525,000 

$1,000,333 

22 

1 1 1  % 

2-  to  4-unit  buildings 

July  2008 

3 

$947,000 

$1,575,000 

$1,234,333 

74 

100% 

June  2008 

1 

$1,155,000 

$1,155,000 

$1,155,000 

17 

103% 

May  2008 

4 

$1,185,000 

$2,000,000 

$1,615,000 

23 

104% 

July  2007 

7 

$1,100,000 

$1,765,000 

$1,389,571 

76 

101% 

June  2007 

3 

$1,575,000 

$1,789,000 

$1,698,000 

32 

100% 

5+-unit  buildings 

July  2008 

0 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

June  2008 

0 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

May  2008 

0 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

July  2007 

0 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

June  2007 

0 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

*  Sales  figures  include  all  Noe  Valley  horpe  sales  completed  during  the  month.  Noe  Valley  is  defined 
in  this  survey  as  the  area  bordered  by  Grand  View.  22nd.  Guerrero,  and  30th  streets.  The  Voice 
thanks  Zephyr  Real  Estate  (www.zephyr-re.com)  for  supplying  the  sales  data.  !A\9us 


Bathroom  &  Kitchen 
Remodeling 

Serving  San  Francisco  Neighborhoods  for  20  Years 

415  282  5406 

CSL#888938 
Licensed  Bonded  Insured 


A  Snapshot  of  Noe  Valley  Rents** 


Tvoe  of  Unit 

Number  in 
Sample 

Range  of  Rents 
Julv-Auq  2008 

Average 
Julv-Auq  2008 

Average 
Julv-Auo  2007 

Studio 

2 

$1,450 -$1,550 

$1,500 /mo. 

$1,338 /mo. 

1-bedroom 

25 

$1,400 -$3,200 

$1,995  /mo. 

$2,059  /mo. 

2-bedroom 

28 

$2,195  -  $4,450 

$2,995 /mo. 

$3,305  /  mo. 

3-bedroom 

19 

$2,900  -  $6,450 

$4,357 /mo. 

$4,364  /  mo. 

4+-bedroom 

2 

$5,500 -$9,400 

$7,450 /mo. 

$6,500  /  mo. 

**  Survey  based  on  a  sample  of  76  Noe  Valley  listings  appearing  on  Craigslist  from  July  28  to  .Aug. 
12,2008.  NW9I0S 


Qinger  EJareCs 
9joe  VaCCey  ‘Real  ‘Estate  E?q>ert 


CaCC  415-237-4492 


or  9fee@aoC.com 


Zl  SLID  LZl 

I. 


Hidden  Cottage  Bed  &  Breakfast 

415-282-4492 

www.hidden-cottage.com 


Find  the  loan  that  fits. 

Mortgages 
Home  Equity  Lines 
Prequalification 

Professional:  Calls  returned  &  questions  answered 


Experienced: 

Local: 

Competitive: 


1  8  years  in  real  estate,- 
Dartmouth  BA,  Duke  MBA 
Noe  Valley  Homeowner 
Access  rates  from  all  major  lenders 
including  Wells  Fargo,  Washington 
Mutual  &  Citibank. 


Christopher  Baker 

JVM  Lending 
41  5.307.5626 
ChrisB@JVMLending.com 


Ca  Lie  #01308305 
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FEDEX 

DHL 

UPS 


Mailbox  Rentals 
Black  &  White  Copies 
FAX 

Color  Copies 
Laminating  /  Binding 


MAIL  BOXES  ETC" 


Notary  Public 
Passport  Photos 
Custom  Packing 
Boxes 

Shipping  &  Moving 
Supplies 


4104  24th  Street  (at  Castro) 

(415)  824-1070  •  Fax  (415)  824-1072 

Mon.  -  Fri.  9  a.m.  -  6  p.m.  •  Sat.  10  a.m.  -  5  p.m. 


HEART  + 
HANDS= 
HOSPICE 


BECOME  A  VOLUNTEER! 


Hospice  care  is  a  team  program  for  terminally 
ill  -patients  and  their  caregivers  which  supports 
patients  in  remaining  home  for  as  long  as 
possible.  Volunteers  provide  companionship, 
caregiver  relief,  and  other  support  to  families 
and  caregivers.  All  volunteers  are  provided 
extensive  training  and  ongoing  support  and 
education.  Once  trained,  they  have  the  free¬ 
dom  to  structure  their  hours  during  tbe  week 
or  evenings  and  weekends. 

If  interested  in  finding  out  more,  please  visit 
the  website  below  or  contact  Bernard  Douglas 
by  e-mail  or  phone. 

http://groups.yahoo.com/group/KPHV/ 

Bernard.Douglas@kp.org 

415  833  3173 


(bHjit 

SMART 

Stop  smoking 
in  three  sessions. 

Individuals  •  Couples  •  Groups 
26  years  experience 
Noe  Valley  Office 

Lori  Feldman,  LCSW 

415.285.9770 

QuitSmartLori@aol.com 

Psychotherapy  also  offered  for 
anxiety,  stress,  depression 
and  communication  issues. 


{Trust  Building  Tip  #15} 
Don't  hide  meat  in  your 
"vegetarian"  lasagna. 


www.zephyrsf.com 


Of  course,  the  Number  1  way  to  build 
trust  is  to  consistently  show  that  you're 
there  to  help  for  all  the  right  reasons. 

That's  what  you  get  when  you  work 
with  Michael  and  Oliver;  from  small 
things  like  being  on  time  and  returning 


et'li.DING 


TRUST 


FOR  UFf 


calls,  to  more  important  matters  like 
delivering  sound  advice  on  property 
value  and  financing. 

Michael  and  Oliver  know  that  when  it 
comes  to  your  dreams,  it  all  begins  with 
trust. 

Michael  Ackerman 
Oliver  Burgelman 
415.695.2715 

z 

ZEPHYR 
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CRIME 

BEAT 


Report  from  Mission  Station 

By  Officer  Jane  Warner 
San  Francisco  Patrol  Special  Police 

The  following  crime  summaries  were  culled 
from  reports  filed  at  Mission  Police  Sta¬ 
tion.  They  cover  some  but  not  all  incidents  oc¬ 
curring  in  northern  Noe  Valley,  which  is 
loosely  defined  as  the  area  bordered  by  Grand 
View,  20th,  Guerrero,  and  Cesar  Chavez 
streets.  Incidents  occurred  during  the  period 
May  23  to  July  31 ,  2008. 

False  Impersonation  to  Receive  Money, 
4200  block  of  22nd  Street,  May  23,  1:45 
a.m.  (reported):  A  woman  was  surprised  to 
find  a  bill  in  her  mail  from  Ikea  department 
store  in  her  name  for  over  $  1 ,700.  A  day  later, 
another  bill  arrived  from  AT &T  with  a  balance 
of  $42.  The  woman  called  both  creditors  and 
told  them  that  she  had  never  opened  accounts 
with  the  two  stores.  Both  stores  sent  her  fraud 
packets  to  fill  out  and  advised  her  to  file  a  po¬ 
lice  report.  There  are  no  known  suspects. 

Robbery  with  Gun,  4000  block  of  26th  St., 
May  29,  7:30  p.m.:  After  baby-sitting  her 
grandson  all  day,  a  56-year-old  woman  left  her 
daughter’s  house  and  started  to  walk  home 
northbound  on  Sanchez  Street.  As  she  got 
halfway  up  the  hill  near  26th  Street,  she  no¬ 
ticed  that  a  strange  man  was  walking  toward 
her.  The  man  reached  out  as  he  walked  by  and 
grabbed  the  woman’s  shoulder  bag.  “Give  me 
your  purse,”  he  demanded.  The  woman  held 
on  and  a  tug  of  war  ensued.  “Can  I  just  give 
you  my  money?”  the  woman  pleaded.  The 
suspect,  described  as  Hispanic,  16  to  24  years 
old,  continued  to  pull  on  the  bag,  causing  the 
woman  to  lose  her  balance  and  fall  to  the 
ground.  When  she  looked  up,  she  saw  that  the 
robber  was  holding  a  black  semi-automatic 
handgun.  Fearing  for  her  life,  the  woman  let 
go  of  the  handbag;  the  robber  grabbed  it  and 
fled  east  on  26th  Street.  The  woman  watched 
as  the  gunman  got  into  a  tan  four-door  Toyota 
driven  by  a  second  man,  who  sped  off,  con¬ 
tinuing  on  26th  Street.  Lost  in  the  robbery  was 
the  woman’s  purse,  cell  phone,  several  credit 
cards,  numerous  medications,  and  $42.  She 
was  not  seriously  injured  during  the  assault. 

Burglary,  Douglass  &  Elizabeth,  June  23, 
4:08  p.m.:  Three  women  came  into  the  dry 
cleaners  on  the  comer  of  Douglass  and  Eliza¬ 
beth  streets  and  asked  the  clerk  if  they  could 
get  alterations  done  for  some  skirts.  The  em¬ 
ployee  looked  over  the  plaid  skirts  they  were 
carrying  and  said  that  it  could  be  done,  but  not 
that  day.  One  of  the  women  said  they  needed 
the  alterations  completed  that  day  and  en¬ 
gaged  the  clerk  in  conversation,  writing  her 
name  down  on  a  piece  of  paper  so  the  clerk 
could  call  if  she  got  time.  The  three  women 
then  left  the  store  with  the  skirts  in  hand. 
About  an  hour  later,  the  clerk  noticed  that  her 
purse  was  missing  from  behind  the  counter. 
The  purse,  a  brown  leather  handbag,  contained 
miscellaneous  ID  and  $800  in  cash.  The  offi¬ 
cer  called  the  number  left  by  the  suspect  but 
it  had  been  disconnected. 


Burglary,  3800  block  of  24th  St.,  July  3, 
5:52  p.m.:  After  working  all  day,  a  man  re¬ 
turned  home,  put  his  key  into  the  lock  of  the 
front  door,  and  was  sutprised  when  the  door 
swung  open.  The  man  walked  into  his  home 
and  immediately  saw  that  two  laptops  he  had 
left  on  top  of  his  bed  charging  were  missing. 
He  called  his  roommate  and  asked  if  he  had 
moved  the  computers.  The  roomy  informed 
him  he  had  not,  and  asked  him  to  check  his 
bedroom.  The  man  did  so  and  found  that  an¬ 
other  laptop  was  missing,  as  well  as  a  digital 
computer.  The  man  called  police  and  reported 
that  they  had  been  having  problems  lately  with 
the  front  door  not  closing  properly.  There  were 
no  known  suspects. 

Found  Property,  Vicksburg  at  Elizabeth, 
July  5, 10:38  p.m  .:  A  sergeant  on  routine  pa¬ 
trol  observed  a  blue  Honda  Civic  idling  on  the 
comer  of  the  street.  The  car’s  windows  were 
rolled  up  and  the  doors  were  locked;  however, 
no  one  was  inside.  The  sergeant  radioed  in  the 
license  number  of  the  vehicle,  which  had  not 
been  reported  stolen,  and  was  able  to  retrieve 
the  residential  phone  number  of  the  registered 
owner.  Dispatch  called  the  Daly  City  resi¬ 
dence,  but  no  one  answered.  The  sergeant  en¬ 
tered  the  vehicle  with  the  help  of  a  Slim  Jim 
lock  pick  and  turned  off  the  engine,  leaving  a 
note  on  the  windshield  stating  the  keys  would 
be  at  Mission  Station. 

Theft  from  Locked  Vehicle,  Liberty  & 
Church,  July  13,  11:50  a.m.  (reported):  A 

woman  parked  and  locked  her  car  on  the  cor¬ 
ner  of  Liberty  and  Church  streets  at  2:30  in  the 
morning.  When  she  returned  later  that  same 
morning,  she  discovered  that  the  passenger 
window  had  been  smashed  and  the  contents  of 
the  car  rummaged  through.  After  taking  in¬ 
ventory,  the  woman  found  that  her  cell  phone, 
house  keys,  several  CDs,  and  a  pair  of  black 
Ralph  Lauren  sunglasses  valued  at  $160  were 
missing.  There  were  no  known  suspects. 

Theft  from  Locked  Vehicle,  23rd  &  Vicks¬ 
burg,  July  20,  9:50  a.m.  (reported):  A  man 

left  his  new  Dodge  Caravan  parked  on  the  cor¬ 
ner  of  23rd  and  Vicksburg,  locked  and  secured 
it,  and  left  it  overnight.  When  he  returned  the 
next  morning,  he  noticed  the  front  passenger 
side  window  had  been  smashed.  Taking  in¬ 
ventory,  the  man  saw  that  the  contents  of  the 
van  had  been  rummaged  through,  the  glove 
box  was  open,  and  papers  and  tapes  had  been 
gone  over.  The  man  also  discovered  that  the 
GPS,  valued  at  $360,  was  missing.  There  are 
no  known  suspects. 

Suspicious  Occurrence,  500  block  of  Al¬ 
varado  St.,  July  20,  10:28  a.m.  (reported): 

While  leaving  for  work,  a  man  noticed  that  the 
window  in  his  front  door  had  been  broken.  The 
man  called  the  police  and  told  responding  of¬ 
ficers  that  he  and  his  wife  had  slept  all  night 
and  had  not  heard  anything.  The  man  also  told 
officers  that  it  didn't  appear  anything  was 
missing.  Officers  talked  to  several  people  in 
the  neighborhood  and  asked  if  they  had  heard 
or  seen  anything  suspicious  the  night  before. 
One  neighbor  told  officers  that  he  had  called 
911  after  hearing  a  loud  bomb-like  noise  at 
about  four  o'clock  in  the  morning.  Officers 
checked  the  computer  and  saw  that  respond¬ 
ing  officers  had  determined  that  the  loud  noise 
was  fireworks. 

Theft  from  locked  Vehicle,  27th  &  Dolores, 
July  23, 7:26  p.m.  (reported):  A  man  parked 
his  1991  Toyota  Corolla  on  the  comer.  When 
he  returned  in  the  evening,  he  saw  that  the 
right  rear  wing  window  was  smashed  and  his 


Noe’s  Police  Districts 

j  "1W Toe  Valley  falls  under  the  wing  of  two  San  Francisco  police  districts:  Mission  and  Ingleside. 
IN  Mission  police  cover  the  northern  half  of  the  neighborhood,  including  24th  Street,  and  Ingle¬ 
side  police  the  southern  half,  starting  at  Cesar  Chavez  Street. 

Both  districts  hold  monthly  meetings  that  are  open  to  the  public.  Mission  Police  District’s  com¬ 
munity  meetings  are  held  on  the  last  Tuesday  of  the  month,  at  6  p.m.,  at  Mission  Station,  630  Valen¬ 
ti  cia  Street  near  17th  Street.  Ingleside's  community  meetings  take  place  on  the  third  Tuesday  of  the 
month.  7  p.m..  at  Ingleside  Police  Station  off  Balboa  Park  at  San  Jose  Avenue. 

For  further  information,  go  to  www.sfgov.org/police.  You  can  also  find  crime  data,  sorted  by 
!  zip  code,  at  www.CrimeRcports.com.  The  SFPD  started  contributing  data  in  July. 

To  report  a  crime  in  progress,  call  911.  For  non-emergencies,  call  553-0123. 
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415-826-3127 


Report  from  Ingleside  Station 

/ngleside  Police  Captain  Denis  O  '  Leary  offers  the  Voice  a  monthly  crime  log  for  Upper 
Noe  Valley,  an  area  roughly  bordered  by  Cesar  Chavez,  Guerrero,  30th,  and  Diamond 
streets.  This  month’s  log  covers  incidents  reported  to  Ingleside  Station  from  Duly  16  to 
Aug.  15,  2008.  If  you  would  like  to  receive  Capt.  O'Leary's  weekly  e-mail  newsletter,  send 
an  e-mail  to  InglesideStationNewsletter-subscribe@yahoogroups.com.  You  can  also  view 
updates  and  get  information  online  at  www.sfgov.org/police. 

UPPER  NOE  VALLEY  CRIME  LOG 

Capt.  De'nis  O’Leary’s  Incident  Report  for  July  16  to  Aug.  15,  2008 


Vandalism  to  Parked  Car,  300  block  of 
Valley  St.,  July  18,  6:35  p.m. 

Robbery  with  Gun,  1600  block  of  Guer¬ 
rero  St.,  July  18,  10:15  p.m. 

Auto  Burglary,  27th  &  Dolores,  July  22, 
7  p.m. 

Vandalism  to  Parked  Car,  100  block  of 
Valley  St.,  July  25, 11  p.m. 

Battery,  1600  block  of  Guerrero  St.,  July 
27,  4  p.m. 

Disorderly  Conduct,  1600  block  of 
Church  St.,  July  28,  6:30  p.m.:  Officer 
Park  investigated  a  family  fight  and  arrested 
a  47-year-old  Upper  Noe  Valley  man  for  be¬ 
ing  drunk  in  public.  Case  #080794160. 

Vandalism  to  Parked  Car,  1600  block  of 
Church  St.,  Aug.  1,  6:30  a.m. 

DUI,  Duncan  &  Dolores,  Aug.  4,  12:30 
a.m.:  Officer  Neill  investigated  an  argu¬ 
ment  between  two  motorists  and  arrested  a 
32-year-old  Sunset  District  man  for  driving 
under  the  influence.  Case  #080818061. 

Residential  Burglary,  1400  block  of  Do¬ 
lores  St.,  Aug.  4,  2:45  a.m.:  Occurred  be¬ 
tween  Aug.  3  and  4.  Suspect  forced  entry 
via  a  bathroom  window  while  the  victim 
was  at  home.  Cash  and  jewelry  taken. 

Auto  Burglary,  27th  &  Noe,  Aug.  5,  10 
p.m. 

Strong-Arm  Robbery,  Church  &  Dun¬ 
can,  Aug.  6,  9:35  p.m.:  A  25-year-old 


Haight  District  woman  struggled  for  control 
of  her  purse  when  another  woman  tried  to 
take  it.  The  robber  succeeded  in  taking  the 
purse  and  fled  in  a  silver  two-door  Mazda. 

Auto  Burglary,  1500  block  of  Noe  St., 
Aug.  7,  9  a.m. 

'00  Chrysler  Recovered,  500  block  of 
30th  St.,  Aug.  8,  8:30  a.m. 

Auto  Burglary,  1600  block  of  Guerrero 
St.,  Aug.  9,  12  a.m. 

Property  Dispute  (threats  made),  1500 
block  of  Dolores  St.,  Aug.  9,  8:45  a.m. 

Warrant  Arrest,  1700  block  of  Diamond 
St.,  Aug.  13,  9  a.m. 

Battery,  27th  &  Noe,  Aug.  13, 12:30  p.m. 

Traffic  Collision,  30th  &  Dolores,  Aug. 
13, 4  p.m.:  Counter  reports  by  both  parties 
claiming  the  other  driver  failed  to  stop  at 
scene. 

Stolen  Vehicle,  30th  &  Dolores,  Aug.  13, 
11  a.m. 

Residential  Burglary,  500  block  of  29th 
St.,  Aug.  13,  10  p.m. 

Residential  Burglary,  500  block  of  29th 
St.,  Aug.  15,  11:40  p.m.:  Occurred  be¬ 
tween  Aug.  13  and  15.  No  forced  entry 
found.  Bicycle  taken  from  common  area  of 
building’s  garage. 

Fraud  Case,  500  block  of  Valley  St.,  Aug. 
15, 10  a.m. 


vehicle  had  been  broken  into.  The  contents  of 
the  car  had  been  rummaged  through,  and  miss¬ 
ing  was  the  man’s  CD  player  and  iPod.  For  no 
apparent  reason,  the  suspect  had  ripped  the 
dashboard  and  damaged  the  center  armrest. 

Burglary,  3700  block  of  21st  St.,  July  24, 
7:48  p.m.  (reported):  After  being  gone  all 
day  at  work,  a  woman  came  home  to  find  the 
deadbolt  to  the  front  door  of  her  house  un¬ 
locked.  Suspicious,  she  went  inside  and  dis¬ 
covered  her  house  had  been  ransacked  and  that 
a  laptop  computer,  several  pieces  of  jewelry, 
a  Swiss  Army  knife,  and  a  backpack  were 
missing.  The  woman  called  the  police  and  told 
responding  officers  she  thought  the  suspect 
gained  entry  through  a  window  she  left  open 
for  her  cat  in  the  back  yard. 

Burglary,  1300  block  of  Douglass  St.,  July 
26,  2:42  a.m.:  While  sleeping  in  his  bed,  a 
man  heard  his  garage  door  open.  Alarmed,  he 
went  to  investigate  and  found  that  the  garage 
door  was  closed  and  the  garage  was  empty. 
Thinking  the  intruder  might  be  inside  the 
house,  the  man  turned  on  the  lights  and 
searched  the  house,  but  found  no  one.  The  res¬ 
ident  discovered  that  a  bedroom  window  was 
open  and  that  the  screen  to  that  window  was 
lying  in  some  bushes  below.  Nothing  ap¬ 
peared  missing  from  the  house.  The  victim 
called  police  and  reported  the  incident. 


Robbery,  Unit  block  of  Alvarado,  July  31, 
2:30  a.m.:  While  standing  in  front  of  his 
house,  a  man  was  approached  by  two  men  and 
a  woman.  “Are  you  a  Norteno  gang  member?” 
one  of  the  men  asked.  The  resident  told  him 
no.  The  suspects  rifled  through  his  pockets.  A 
neighbor  came  out  of  his  house  to  see  what  the 
commotion  was  about,  and  the  assailants  took 
off  running.  The  victim  didn’t  call  the  police 
because  he  didn’t  think  anything  was  taken.  It 
wasn’t  until  the  next  morning  that  he  realized 
his  wallet  was  missing  and  filed  a  report  with 
Mission  Station.  The  suspects  are  described  as 
Hispanic,  all  in  their  early  20s.  There  was  no 
further  description. 

Reporting  an  Incident 

o  report  a  crime  in  progress,  call 
91 1 .  To  report  a  non-emergency 
problem,  call  553-0123.  For  online  re¬ 
porting  of  crimes  such  as  vandalism, 
car  thefts,  lost  property,  and  harassing 
phone  calls,  go  to  the  city’s  website: 
www.sfgov.org/site/police. 


The  Natural 
Nannies 

INVITE  YOU  AND  YOUR  FAMILY 
FOR  A  DAY  OF  PLAY! 

Terrific  activities  for  children  of  all  ages  including  face  painting,  a  bubble 
zone,  cupcake  walk,  youth  yoga  and  a  bounce  house! 

When:  Saturday,  September  20, 1  -4  p.m. 

Where:  Douglas  Playground  (Douglas  at  26th  St.) 
What:  Community  Nanny  Fundraiser  and  Potluck 

Please  join  us  in  supporting  our  all  women  owned  and  operated  nanny 
association.  Contact  us  at  naturalnannies@gmail.com 
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Sue  Bowie 

Real  Estate  Broker 
Noe  Valley  Specialist 

(415)  642-4000 

suebowie@aol.com 
www.SueBowie.com 

Selecting  the  Best  Realtor 
is  the  Most  Important  Decision  You  Will  Make 
in  Buying  or  Selling  Real  Estate 

Now,  more  than  ever  before,  experience  counts! 

•  Full  time  Licensed  Real  Estate  Broker  since  1986 

•  Top  1%  Nationally  and  for  San  Francisco  since  1988 

•  More  than  1,000  Successfully  Closed  Transactions 

•  Noe  Valley  Homeowner  for  30  years 

•  Owner  and  Manager  of  5+  Unit  Residential  Income  Properties 

•  Professional  Background  in  Teaching,  Research  and  Counseling 
(M.A.,  Ph.D.,  Psychology,  M.P.H.  Epidemiology,  Public  Health) 

Specializing  in  single  family  homes,  condominiums  and  TICs,  income  properties 

AND  1031  EXCHANGES,  TRUST,  ESTATE  AND  PROBATES,  RELOCATION  AND  REFERRALS. 

dmrj  Prudential 

California  Realty 

677  Portola  Drive,  San  Francisco  94127 
two  blocks  from  Clipper  and  Portola 


Check  out  the  latest  in  Noe  Valley  at 
www.NoeValleyOnline.com 

a  free  interactive  website 
for  Noe  Valley 


T  be 

San  Francisco 
Mystery 
Bookstore 

*17 5  2V+h  Street 

41 5-181-7444 

if  «v*y  yteryhooks@3ol.coM 

Open  Sunday  -  Thursday 
11:00  a«tn*  —  5:00  p.in. 

Friday  <  Saturday 
11:oo  a.ivw  -  7:00  p.m. 

The  Best  Place  on  the 
Planet  to  hoy  Mysteries 
is  the  San  Francisco 
Mystery  Book  Store5 
the  oldest  Mystery 
hook  store  in  the  U.S.I 


Bold  &  Beautiful 


Skin  Care  by  Bella 

European  Facial 

•  Special  treatment  for  acne  skin 
•  Glycolic  acid  peel 
Experience  bio-electric  rejuvenation: 
This  ultimate  treatment  lifts  facial  muscles, 
tightens  skin,  diminishes  wrinkles,  and 
improves  complexion. 

•  Lash  and  eyebrow  tinting 
•  Waxing 

Gift  Certificates  Available 

Skincare  Therapist  Bella 
4081  24th  Street  (near  Castro) 
(415)  550-8700 

Open  Tuesday  —  Saturday 
Call  for  appointment 


www.zephyrsf.com 


calls,  to  more  important  matters  like 
delivering  sound  advice  on  property 
value  and  financing. 


Michael  and  Oliver  know  that  when  it 
comes  to  your  dreams,  it  all  begins  with 
trust. 

Michael  Ackerman 
Oliver  Burgelman 
415.695.2715 


ZEPHYR 

REAL  ESTATE 


Of  course,  the  Number  1  way  to  build 
trust  is  to  consistently  show  that  you're 
there  to  help  for  all  the  right  reasons. 

That's  what  you  get  when  you  work 
with  Michael  and  Oliver;  from  small 
things  like  being  on  time  and  returning 


BUILDING 


TRUST 


OK  LI  11 
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SHORT 

TAKES 


Any  Excuse  to  Party 

The  Friends  of  Noe  Valley,  our  civic 
watchdog  over  matters  large  and  small,  is 
throwing  the  neighborhood  a  so-long-to- 
summer  bash  on  Sunday,  Sept.  14. 

The  free  party  runs  from  1 1  a.m.  to  3 
p.m.  in  Noe  Courts  Park  at  24th  and  Dou¬ 
glass  streets.  It’s  the  fifth  year  Friends  has 
put  on  the  shindig,  which  tends  to  draw 
about  500  people  in  sunny  weather  and 
300  or  so  if  there’s  fog  in  the  air. 

What  will  definitely  be  in  the  air  is  lots 
of  good  music  and  food  for  the  entire  fam¬ 
ily.  Playdate,  a  neighborhood  band  that 
plays  pop  rock  for  all  ages,  makes  a  re¬ 
turn  engagement,  as  does  the  Jakes,  a 
blues  band.  Me  Three,  a  youth  band  with 
a  rock  ’n’  roll  bent,  will  make  its  first  ap¬ 
pearance  at  the  festivities.  There’ll  be  a 
jumpy  tent  for  kids,  too. 

To  keep  up  your  bouncing  and  dancing 
strength,  hotdogs  and  sausages,  plus  wine 
and  soft  drinks,  will  be  available  at  a 
nominal  cost. 

Neighborhood  activist  Scott  Maddux 
will  man  the  barbecue  grill,  while  two 
other  local  luminaries,  Debra  Niemann 
and  Mindy  Kershner,  will  organize  the 
food  and  drink.  The  event  chair  is  Andrew 
Keeler. 

If  you’d  like  to  help  cook,  sell  food,  su¬ 
pervise  the  jumpy  tent,  or  staff  the  info 
table,  contact  Friends  president  Richard 
May  at  rambooks@pacbeII.net. 

— Con  ic  M.  Anders 

Footloose  Invites  New  Feats 

Footloose  Dance  Company  is  asking 
for  submissions  to  its  Ninth  Annual 
Women  on  the  Way  Festival  in  January 
2009.  Women  soloists  or  groups  from  any 
discipline  with  original,  completed  work, 
30  to  60  minutes  in  length,  may  apply. 
Curated  shows  will  be  held  in  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  at  Shotwell  Studios  in  the  Mission 
District  and  the  Garage  in  the  South  of 
Market  area.  Preference  will  be  given  to 
premieres,  and  no  works  in  progress  will 
be  considered. 

In  the  past.  Footloose  Artistic  Director 
Mary  Alice  Fry  has  gathered  a  wide  range 
of  performers,  blending  theater,  music, 
comedy,  and  dance.  Many  of  the  artists 
come  from  the  studio’s  artist-in-residency 
program,  and  some  will  get  a  full-length 
run  at  a  San  Francisco  venue.  Fry  says. 

The  deadline  for  applications  is  Oct.  1 . 
For  information  and  an  application,  con¬ 
tact  Fry  at  P.O.  Box  885393,  San  Fran¬ 
cisco,  CA  94188,  or  e-mail  ftloose@sbc 
global.net.  Applications  must  include  a 
professional  biography;  a  complete  de¬ 
scription  of  the  proposed  work  with  title, 
total  running  time,  and  number  of  per¬ 
formers;  dates  available  to  perform  from 
Jan.  15  to  Feb.  1;  and  documentation  of 
recent  or  proposed  work. 

Founded  in  1972  and  now  sporting  a 
49-seat  performance  space  on  Shotwell 
Street.  Footloose  provides  a  home  for 
artists  of  all  stripes,  but  especially  emerg¬ 
ing  and  established  women  artists.  Those 
chosen  to  perform  in  Women  on  the  Way 
will  be  offered  free  rehearsal  space. 

Footloose’s  Shotwell  Studios  is  lo¬ 
cated  at  3252A  19th  Street,  between 
South  Van  Ness  and  Folsom.  For  more  in¬ 
formation  call  415-920-2223. 

— Heather  World 

Murals  by  Mona 

Famed  artist  Mona  Caron  will  cele¬ 
brate  the  completion  of  her  giant  Farm¬ 
ers’  Market  murals  on  24th  Street  with  a 
Sept.  27  inauguration  where  she  will  re¬ 
veal  the  story  behind  the  paintings. 

The  Saturday  installation  party  also 
will  present  live  music  by  Rupa  and  the 


Muni  on  the  Move 

City  residents  will  have  another  chance  to  share  their  views  on  proposed 
changes  to  neighborhood  Muni  routes  on  Sept.  16,  when  the  Transit  Effec¬ 
tiveness  Project’s  updated  staff  recommendations  go  before  the  San  Francisco 
Municipal  Transit  Agency  (SFMTA)  Board  of  Directors. 

New  recommendations  from  the  TEP  are  based  on  feedback  that  came  out  of 
community  meetings  held  last  spring.  The  proposed  changes,  which  could  go 
into  effect  as  early  as  July  2009,  are  aimed  at  improving  Muni  reliability,  re¬ 
ducing  travel  time,  and  increasing  ridership  citywide. 

Instead  of  rerouting  the  24-Divisadero  line  down  24th  Street,  the  new  recom¬ 
mendations  propose  creating  an  entirely  new  line  called  the  58-24th  Street,  which 
would  operate  along  24th  between  Diamond  and  Third  streets  and  connect  the 
24th  Street  BART  Station  to  the  22nd  Street  Caltrain  Station. 

The  latest  recommendations  also  propose  replacing  the  35-Eureka  Muni  bus 
route  with  van  service,  extending  the  route  to  the  Glen  Park  BART  Station  via 
Diamond  Heights  Boulevard  and  Diamond  Street,  and  eliminating  service  along 
Famum,  Moffitt,  Bemis,  and  Addison.  The  new  35-Eureka  would  be  rerouted 
between  21st  and  24th  streets  to  replace  the  48-Quintara  along  Hoffman  and  Dou¬ 
glass  streets.  The  revised  48-Quintara  would  take  a  more  direct  route  from  Por- 
tola  Drive  to  24th  Street  via  Clipper  and  Diamond  streets.  That  line’s  service  on 
Grand  View  and  Fountain  streets  would  be  eliminated. 

Other  proposed  changes  likely  to  affect  neighborhood  residents  include  ex¬ 
tending  the  J-Church  from  Balboa  Park  Station  to  San  Francisco  State  Univer¬ 
sity,  adding  more  frequent  service  during  peak  hours  to  the  J-Church  and  24- 
Divisadero  lines,  eliminating  the  26- Valencia  line  in  favor  of  improved  service 
on  Mission,  and  rerouting  the  36-Teresita  to  include  the  26- Valencia’s  current 
segment  along  Chenery  Street. 

The  meeting  will  be  held  on  Tuesday,  Sept.  16,  2008,  at  2  p.m.  in  City  Hall, 
Room  400. 

— Lorraine  Sanders 


April  Fishes,  featuring  Caron’s  friend  and 
Noe  Valley  resident  Rupa  Marya,  whose 
unique  blend  of  world  music  has  won  na¬ 
tional  acclaim. 

Caron’s  diptych  is  painted  on  walls  that 
face  each  other  across  the  Noe  Valley 
Farmers’  Market  (actually,  the  Noe  Val¬ 
ley  Ministry  parking  lot)  at  3871  24th 
Street  -between  Church  and  Sanchez 
streets.  Both  frescoes  feature  huge  illus¬ 
trations  of  eggplants  and  other  vegeta¬ 
bles— their  leaves  and  blossoms — wo¬ 
ven  into  neighborhood  landscapes. 

Her  14-foot-by-65-foot  mural  on  the 
east  side  of  the  lot  shows  scenes  from  Noe 
Valley  in  the  late  1930s  and  a  future  vi¬ 
sion  of  the  area,  while  the  12-foot-by-65- 
foot  work  on  the  west  wall  illustrates  con¬ 
temporary  views  of  24th  Street,  from  Noe 
Valley  to  the  Mission. 

The  paintings  reflect  a  combination  of 
the  two  styles  Caron  has  displayed 
throughout  her  San  Francisco  work:  the 
botanical  and  urban  history /futurism. 

The  three-hour  event  starts  at  2  p.m., 
just  after  the  Saturday  farmers’  market 
ends.  In  addition  to  Caron’s  presentation 
about  the  murals  and  Rupa’s  music,  the 
ceremony  will  include  a  puppet  show  for 
the  younger  crowd. 

Caron  is  still  accepting  donations  to 
help  match  a  $65,000  challenge  grant  that 
financed  the  murals.  For  more  information, 
visit  her  website  at  www.monacaron.com. 

— Corrie  M.  Anders 

Dogtoberfest  Rolls  In 

Decked  out,  dexterous,  or  docile,  Dou¬ 
glass  Park  dogs  will  strut  their  stuff  on 
Saturday,  Oct.  4,  at  the  second  Dogto¬ 
berfest,  a  fundraiser  organized  by  Friends 
of  Upper  Douglass  Dog  Park. 

Last  year  about  200  dogs  pranced 
through  the  park  in  costumes  ranging  from 
Paris  Hilton  to  dinosaurs.  Like  last  year, 
this  year’s  dogs  can  compete  in  trick,  obe¬ 
dience,  and  agility  contests  in  addition  to 
two  costume  contests.  Certified  trainer 
Amy  Kott  from  the  San  Francisco  SPCA 
will  have  brochures,  training  program 
schedules,  doggie  handouts,  and  “sensa¬ 
tion”  harnesses  for  display  and  sale. 

This  year  organizers  added  a  silent 
auction  to  its  prize  drawing,  says  steering 
committee  member  Denise  Spielman. 
Plus,  local  merchants  donated  goods  and 
gift  certificates.  Spielman  is  still  gather¬ 
ing  donations,  but  she  already  has  a  year's 
membership  to  the  de  Young  Museum 
and  certificates  from  neighborhood  mer¬ 
chants,  from  Firefly  to  Critter  Fritters. 
Nomad  Rugs  donated  to  the  group’s  silent 
auction,  and  Spielman  expects  a  case  or 
two  of  wine  to  be  offered,  too. 

The  money  raised  will  pay  for  park  im¬ 
provements,  most  immediately  finishing 
the  enclosure  for  the  gated  entrance  and 
exit.  Only  one  year  old  and  1 27  members 
strong.  Friends  of  Upper  Douglass  Dog 
Park  raised  $3,000  last  year,  says  Spiel¬ 
man.  Coupled  with  a  $5,000  grant  from 
San  Francisco  Beautiful,  the  money  paid 
for  a  dog  ($nd  human)  water  fountain. 

Dogtoberfest  happens  Saturday,  Oct.  4, 
from  1 1  a.m.  until  2  p.m.,  at  Upper  Dou¬ 
glass  Park  at  27th  and  Douglass  streets. 
For  further  infonnation,  visit  the  group's 
website  at  www.fnddp.org. 

— Heather  World 

Hoppa  Hoopla 

For  three  continuous  days  this  month, 
the  aroma  of  gyros,  loukanico  sausage, 
baklava  pastries,  and  other  Greek  delica¬ 
cies  will  permeate  the  grounds  of  An¬ 
nunciation  Greek  Orthodox  Cathedral,  a 
Mission  District  church  within  biking  dis¬ 
tance  of  Noe  Valley. 

The  occasion  is  the  annual  “Taste  of 
Greece”  festival,  where  guests  can  fill  their 
plates  with  traditional  Greek  food  such  as 
moussaka  (eggplant  casserole),  souvlaki 
(grilled  meats  on  skewers),  spanikopita 
(spinach  pie),  and  piadakie  (lamb  chops). 

It’s  the  39th  year  the  church  has  spon¬ 


sored  the  event,  billed  as  the  only  Greek 
festival  in  San  Francisco. 

“Some  people  say  it’s  the  best  Greek 
food  in  Northern  California,”  says  church 
spokeswoman  Susan  McLaughlin.  “And 
they  give  you  nice  portions,  too.” 

The  festival  also  will  offer  Greek  wine 
tastings,  Greek  music  for  listening  or 
dancing,  and  a  number  of  cultural  ex¬ 
hibits — at  various  venues  throughout  the 
cathedral  complex.  Attended  parking  will 
be  available. 

The  festival,  which  has  played  to  sell¬ 
out  crowds  the  last  two  years,  costs  $5  to 
enter.  However,  to  get  free  passes,  visit  the 
church’s  website  at  www.annunciation.org 
and  click  on  “Greek  Food  Festival  08.” 

You  can  join  the  festivities  on  Friday 
and  Saturday,  Sept.  26  and  27,  from  1 1 
a.m.  to  10  p.m.,  and  on  Sunday,  Sept.  28. 
from  2  to  9  p.m.  Annunciation  Cathedral, 
which  considers  this  event  its  main 
fundraiser  of  'the  year,  is  located  at  245 
Valencia  Street  between  14th  and  Duboce. 

To  get  more  information,  call  the 
cathedral  at  415-864-8000  or  visit  the 
website. 

-7- Corrie  M.  Anders 

Music  in  the  Stacks 

Bird  &  Beckett  Books  &  Records  con¬ 
tinues  its  two  music  series  in  September, 
offering  free  wine,  jazz,  and  perfor¬ 
mances  Sunday  afternoons  and  Friday 
evenings  in  its  Glen  Park  Village  store. 

Owner  Eric  Whittington  began  hosting 
regular  performances  in  2002,  calling 
them  "Jazz  jn  the  Bookshop."  He  recently 
added  Sunday  shows  under  the  title 
“Which  Way  West?”,  which  span  a. wider 
range  of  art.  This  month,  WWW  will  span 
the  globe,  with  rustic  acoustical  Ameri¬ 
cana  and  a  singer  from  Pakistan. 

Whittington  added  the  Sunday  shows 
around  the  time  he  started  a  non-profit 
corporation  to  help  fund  the  music. 

“We  needed  room  for  other  jazz  acts 
and  other  music,”  he  says.  “Also,  it 
seemed  like  a  Sunday  afternoon  thing  was 
nice  to  do.” 

The  Friday  night  shows  feature  jazz 
bands  like  Don  Prell’s  SeaBop  Ensemble, 
which  will  play  Sept.  5  and  19.  One 
Which  Way  West  will  feature  Bill  Santi¬ 
ago  performing  standup  and  snippets 
from  his  upcoming  Brava  Theater  show, 
“The  Funny  of  (Latin)  Dance,"  on  Sept. 
14.  All  events  are  free  and  open  to  the 
public,  though  donations  to  pay  musi¬ 
cians  are  encouraged. 


The  bookstore  also  hosts  book  club 
meetings  and  readings.  This  month’s 
readings  include  poets  Diane  di  Prima 
and  Maria  Mazziotti  Gillan.  Books  to  be 
discussed  include  The  Shock  Doctrine: 
The  Rise  of  Disaster  Capitalism,  by 
Naomi  Klein,  on  Sept.  1 1  at  7  p.m. 

The  store — at  653  Chenery  Street, 
where  the  Glen  Park  Library  used  to  be — - 
is  wheelchair-accessible,  and  children  are 
welcome.  Friday  performances  run  from 
5:30  to  8  p.m.;  Sunday  shows  are  4:30  to 
6  p.m.  Other  events  can  be  found  online 
at  www.hirdbeckett.com,  or  call  Whit¬ 
tington  at  415-586-3733. 

Bird  &  Beckett  is  open  seven  days  a 
week,  10  a.m.  to  9  p.m. 

— Heather  World 

Volunteer  or  Go  to  School 

Tutoring  young  people  and  watching 
them  blossom  can  be  especially  reward¬ 
ing.  If  you  have  the  time  and  inclination, 
RSVP  is  looking  for  volunteers  to  take 
part  in  one-on-one  reading  with  elemen¬ 
tary  school  children,  help  student  gar¬ 
deners,  and  read  to  preschoolers. 

RSVP  of  San  Francisco  and  Alameda 
Counties  is  an  organization  that  helps 
men  and  women  55  and  older  discover 
meaningful  community-service  opportu¬ 
nities.  The  intergenerational  programs  let 
you  volunteer  in  your  own  neighborhood. 

For  more  information,  call  415-474- 
7787  or  visit  www.rsvpsf.org. 

Meanwhile,  if  you  have  five  more 
years  under  your  belt,  you  are  invited  to 
join  the  organization  Sixty  Plus  at  San 
Francisco  State  University.  Members 
meet  on  campus  twice  a  month  to  hear 
speakers  on  the  arts,  politics,  history,  and 
current  events.  The  group  also  gets  to¬ 
gether  for  theater  and  symphony  events 
•  (at  discount  rates),  and  "if  members  reg¬ 
ister  with  Elder  College  on  campus,  they 
can  take  as  many  courses  as  they  like  for 
$55  a  semester,”  notes  Richard  Lewis,  a 
spokesperson  for  Sixty  Plus. 

Lewis  welcomes  "anyone  with  a 
youthful  mind"  who  is  60  or  older  to 
come  try  out  a  meeting.  The  fee  for  yearly 
membership  is  $75.  For  an  additional 
fee.  you  can  get  a  student  ID  card  giving 
you  access  to  the  university  library  and 
other  facilities  at  either  the  Stonestown  or 
the  downtown  campus. 

To  receive  a  membership  application, 
contact  Eileen  Ward  at  the  Sixty  Plus  of¬ 
fice,  415-566-9357. 

— Corrie  M.  Anders 


24  The  Noe  Valley  Voice  •  September  2008 


Green  Design 
is 

Good  Design 


DESIGN 


SOLUTIONS 

4291  24th  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  941 14 


Ph:  415.648.6561 
Fx:  415.643.8572 


sfdesignsolutions.com 

CA#766125 


Lunch  Served  Daily 

NEW  LOWER  PRICES 


Noe  Valley’s  only  Steak  and  Chop  House 

featuring  Niman  Ranch  Natural  Meats 

Full  Bar  ■  Weekend  Brunch 


CHECK  OUT  OUR  DAILY  DINNER  SPECIALS: 


Monday . Niman  Ranch  Liver  and  Onions 

Tuesday . Chicken  Cacciatore  over  Polenta 

Wednesday . Lamb  Shanks  over  Mashed  Potatoes 

Thursday . Osso  Bucco  with  Risotto 

Friday . Crab  Cioppino  over  Pasta 


Fres/C Seasonal! Safa/!  - 


—  act' c! r etna  certctieat  on/ onto 


Napolitana  style  Pizzas  plus  a  variety  of  Fresh  Pastas 
Children’s  Menu  for  kids  10  and  under 


atnu  & 


Afear!/  reMOt/e/Lo  —  warn,  an/,  p~ce, 

itinj 


on 


tt/oor  s eaten/  araifa.* 


3782  24th  Street  -  at  Church  Street 
(415)  285-3212 
OPEN  DAILY 


It's  true:  Green  is  so  hot  right  now.  But  our 
infatuation  with  eco-friendly  living  can  only 
pay  off  if  we  all  make  truly  lasting  changes. 


ZEPHYR 

REAL  ESTATE 


As  a  homeowner,  you  are  perfectly 
positioned  to  do  just  that.  And  the  green 
changes  you  make  today  can  lead  to  a 
greater  return  for  your  home  tomorrow. 


The  Green  Agents  are  more  than  just 
successful  REALTORS®.  They  are  uniquely  in 
tune  with  environmental  trends  and  know 
what  changes  can  make  your  home  more 
valuable — to  you,  to  potential  buyers  and  to 
our  planet.  Call  them  today  to  get  started. 


Your  Guides  to  a  Truly  Green  Lifestyle. 


Claire  M.  Chessen 
Rita  Roti 

Michelle  Stephens 

415.674.6574 

info@greenagentsf.com 


The  Noe  Valley  Voice  •  September  2008  25 


1 5  Bradford  Street 
Single  Family  Home 
Call  for  price 
Representing  Seller 


181  Divisadero 
Sold  7/8/08 
Call  for  price 
Represented  Buyer 


8  i  5  Corbett  Avenue 
Condominium 
Call  for  price 
Representing  Seller 


1  74 1  Noe  Street 
Sold  7/1 1/08 
$1,605,000 
Represented  Seller 


3894-3896  22ND  STREET 
Two  Condominiums 
Call  for  prices 
Representing  Seller 


742  -  27th  Avenue 
Sold  7/1 1/08 
$930,000 
Represented  Seller 


1 545  Dolores  Street 
Condominium 
Offered  at  $875,000 
Representing  Seller 


1217  Dolores  Street 
Sold  8/12/08 
$2,250,000 
Represented  Seller 


DENNIS  OTTO 

415.345.2570 

dennis@dennisotto.net 

www.dennisotto.net 


www.pacunion.com 


Lxflmiiv  Aflilialc  of 

CHRISTIE’S 

SAN  FRANCISCO  |  MARIN  |  NAPA  |  SONOMA  |  CONTRA  COSTA  |  ALAMEDA  GREAT  ESTATES 


PACIFIC 

UNION 


A  WOMEN-OWNED  LAW  FIRM  WITH  NATIONAL  REACH 


Monday 

7:15-8:45pm 

Tuesday 

6:30-8:00pm 

Wednesday 
9:30-1 0:30am 
7:15-8:45pm 

Thursday 

5:30-6:25pm 

6:30-8:00pm 

Friday 

9:30- 10:30am 

Saturday 

9-10:30am 

ll:45-12:45pm 

l:30-3:30pm 


Yoga,  Hatha  Flow 

Yoga,  Vinyasa  Flow 

Yoga,  Hatha  Flow  Level  1  &  2 
Yoga,  Hatha  Flow 

Pre-Natal  Pilates  and  Yoga  (9/18-10/16)* 
Yoga,  Vinyasa  Flow 

Yoga,  Hatha  Flow  Level  1  &  2 


Yoga,  Vinyasa  Flow 
Yoga,  Vinyasa  Level  1  &  2 
Yoga-Mastering  Balance  & 
Inversion  Poses  (9/14)* 


*  Pre-registration 
Required 

SpringPilates.com 


1414  Castro  Street 
between  Jersey  &  25th 

415.282.8850 


4nive^ 


FIGHT  FOR  YOUR  RIGHTS  -  CONTACT  US  TODAY 


Civil  Rights 


Class  &  Individual  Cases 


Consumer  Protection 


Employment  Law 


Personal  Injury 


PRODUCT  LIABILITY 

Andrus  Liberty 
Dr  Anderson  llp 

J  1438  MARKET  ST„  SF,  CA  94102 

415.896.1000  •  SF@L1BERTYLAW.COM 


Yoga 

Fall  Schedule 

Drop  in  or  Register  On-line 


Carlin  Ellison  415-826-3127 


17  years  experience 


design 

installation 

maintenance 

renovation 


CARLIN’S  GARDENS 


Ore ra  n  ir- 


Artistry 
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COLDWELL  BANKER 


californiamoves.com 


SWEET 
NOE  VALLEY 
FLATS 


Enjoy  the  warm  indoor/outdoor  features  of  these 
sweet  Noe  Vaiiey  fiats.  Upper  fiat  offers  open 
iiving/dining/kitchen  pian  with  abundance  of  natural 
light.  Front  bedroom  features  a  wail  of  closets 
and  access  to  additional  storage  in  attic. The  light- 
filled  room  used  as  the  rear  bedroom  has  a  unique 
ceiling  window  with  skylight  above. The  lower 
studio  offers  ample  storage,  thoughtful  layout,  oak 
hardwood  floors,  maple  butcher  block  countertops 
with  solid  maple  backspiash,  roomy  bath  and  inside 
laundry. 

$1,200,000 


Bob  Amberger 

415.285.5600 

BobAmberger.com 


GREAT  LOCATION.V1EWS  AND 
ROOM  TO  ROAM 


This  stylish  contemporary  condo  feels  more  like 
a  home!  Exquisite  views  with  approximately  2,300 
square  feet,  decks  and  a  garden.  Repainted  with 
new  hardwood  floors  and  carpet.  The  upper  level 
features  three  stunning  bedrooms  and  two  full 
bathrooms.  Located  downstairs  is  a  large  studio. 


$1,295,000 


RESIDENTIAL  BROKERAGE 


Coldwell  Banker 
San  Francisco  Market  Street 
2355  Market  Street 
415.437.4500 


TRI-LEVEL  ELEGANCE 


Situated  in  desirable  Noe  Vaiiey,  this  three-ieve! 
home  was  designed  to  create  a  sense  of  openness 
with  natural  light  and  modern  systems  throughout 
the  home.  The  main  level  has  one  bedroom,  a 
custom  bath,  gourmet  kitchen,  breakfast  area, 
family  room,  formal  dining  room  with  fireplace, 
living  room,  decks  and  views.  The  upper  level  has 
a  master  suite,  full  custom  bath,  roof  deck,  second 
bedroom  with  custom  bath  and  views.  Lower 
level  has  master  suite,  custom  bath,  deck  and  large 
garden  and  office/media  room.  Two-car  garage. 

$2,375,000 


Fred  Villanova 

415.437.4515 

Marilyn  Picariello 

415.437.4516 

FredandMarilyn.com 


©2008  Coldwell  Banker  Real  Estate  LLC.  Coldwell  Banker®  is  a 


registered  trademark  licensed  to  Coldwell  Banker  Real  Estate  LLC.  An  Equal  Opportunity  Company.  Equal  Housing  Opportunity.  Owned  and  Operated  by  NRT  LLC. 


CAS 

Construction 

Company 

Lie.  708239 

Kitchens  •  Bathrooms 
Additions  •  Foundations 
General  Construction 

(415)  863-9167 


Serving  the  Bay  Area 
Since  1988 


Heed  tut  (mfo  tomta? 


Call  the  SF  Day  Labor  Program 
&  Women’s  Collective! 


Our  services  include: 

•  YARDW0RK  •  SPECIAL  EVENTS  •  CATERING 
■  HOME  IMPROVEMENT  •  MOVING/HAULING 

•  HOUSEKEEPING  •  PAINTING  •  CONSTRUCTION 

•  ELDER  AND  CHILDCARE  ...  AND  MUCH  MORE! 

■  Bilingual  workers  available 

•  Workers  avalamanytwe  with  advance  notice 

•  Rates  start  at  $  1  5-20/hour  (3  hour  mnmum) 

■  NON-PROFIT  -  ALL  WAGES  GO  aRECTLY  TO  WORSTS 


To  hire  workers,  give  us  a  call! 

(415)  252-5375  or  252-5376 

or  pick  up  at  3358  Cesar  Chavez.  SF  CA  94110 
Dispatchers  available  Mon-Fri:  7am-1pm  Sat:  7am-12pm 
Same  day  service  within  dispatch  hours. 
After-hour  messages  returned  promptly. 


SchweD 

CONSTRUCTION 


Serving  San  Francisco 

for  OVER  25  Years 

* 

Historic  Restoration 
Custom  Remodeling 
Major  Reconstruction 
Foundations  —  Additions 
Kitchens  —  Baths 

General  Contractor 

State  Lie.  No.  579875 
WWW.SCHWED.NET 

415-285-8207 


member: 


/  H  % 

sBBBI 

I 


Finish  your  room 


with  custom  furnishings  from  Stitch. 
Hundreds  of  fabrics 
Custom  hardware 
Curtains  and  blinds 
NEW  natural  shade  products 
Solar  shades  &  motorization 
Window  seats  &  slipcovers 
Duvets,  pillows  &  shams 


[stitch] 


Call  to  schedule  an 
in-home  consultation. 

(415)641-6081 

www.stitchsf.com 
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Fall  Forecast 
Calls  for  More 
Readers 

Ah,  the  sun  and  the  gentle 
breezes  of  fall  in  Noe  Valley  guar¬ 
antee  the  most  peaceful  of  seasons. 
Our  homes  are  so  nice  to  come 
home  to  after  a  summer  of  travel. 
Let’s  see  where  our  neighbors  have 
been  while  we've  been  away. 

Consider  sharing  your  adventures 
by  mailing  photos  and  caption  info 
to:  Noe  Valley  Voice,  Attn:  Readers, 
1021  Sanchez  Street,  San  Francisco, 
CA  941  14,  or  by  e-mailing 
editor@noevalleyvoice.com.  Come  on 
and  join  them.  Write  today. 


Faithful  reader  Ellen  Harris  spent  three  weeks  in  Central  America  early  this  year,  visiting  Guatemala  and  Honduras.  Here  she  is  pictured  in  front 
of  the  Copan  Ruinas  while  managing  to  keep  her  focus  on  her  favorite  newspaper. 


Lew  Houden  poses  in  front  of  Sanssoucci  Palace  in  Potsdam,  Germany,  where  Frederick  the 
Great  is  buried  “next  to  his  dogs.  A  very  weird,  very  Prussian  life  he  led,"  says  Houden. We 
assume  the  dog  run  there  must  be  grand. 


Nancy  Thompson  (left)  and  sister  Susan  Thompson  compare  temples  toVicgtorians  while 
touring  Angkor  Wat  in  Cambodia  in  January. 


Fences  Decks  Stairs 

New  Construction  Repairs  Refinishing 

Serving  San  Francisco  Neighborhoods  for  20  Years 

415  282  5406 

CSL#888938  Licensed  Bonded  Insured 


Matthew  Musselman  found  the  chocolate  in  Zurich,  Switzerland,  to  be  satisfactory,  but 
there  was  nothing  like  The  Noe  Valley  Voice  at  the  local  news  outlets. 


Peggy  Handler,  MFT 

Psycho  therapy 

Heal  old  wounds,  past  trauma,  and 
abuse.  Explore  and  work  through 
stuck  places,  fears  and  anxieties  that 
keep  you  from  having  the 
relationships  and  life  that  you  want. 

415  695-0166 

Noe  Valley  Office 

License  MFC32077 

Se  Habla  Espanol 


A  Creative,  Supportive  Environment 


Monday  -  Saturday  X  X  -  6:30 
Sunday  11-4 


DISCOUNT 

CARDS 

NOW  AVAILABLE! 


3897  18th  Street  at  Sanchez 


415-621-6642 

www.imagiknit.com 
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Anniversary 


Mr.  r^’VVandyman 


On  time.  Done  right.® 


NOE  VALLEY 


Law  Office 


W 


Living  Trusts 

•  Wills 

•  Estate  Planning 

•  Probate 
Specialty  Trusts 


(415)  641-8687 


^lLD> 


1990 


JANET  MOYER 

Landscaping 


1031  Valencia  Street,  San  Francisco,  CA  94110 
jmoyerlandscaping.com 
415.821.3760 

Landscape  Contractor  License  853919 
Pest  Control  License  23632 


□  Rotating  exhibits  at  both 
galleries  (call  for  schedule). 


Betty  Taisch 

Top  Producer 


It  takes  more  than  a  sign  to  sell  your  home. 

I  offer  you  the  knowledge  and  experience  needed  in 
today's  active  market  -  plus  local,  nationwide,  and 
international  marketing.  Call  me  today  to  learn  more 
about  buying  or  selling  your  home 


1351-1355  Harrison  Street  S 1,125,000 

Wonderful  Victorian  mixed  use  building.  1st  floor: 
Commercial  store  front  Hardwood  floors,  open  I 
floor  plan,  security  system,  high  ceilings  with  track 
lighting.  2nd  floor:  Original  4  room  flat,  now  with 
open  floor  plan  &  hardwood  floors,  "living  room" 
with  fireplace,  eat-in  kitchen  with  ceramic  tile  floor.  : 
&  dishwasher.  Top  floor:  Wonderful,  bright,  loft  like 
space  w/some  partitions  &  hardwood  floors.  Nicely 
updated  kitchen  with  stainless  appliances. 


Robert  T.  Roddick 

ATTORNEY  AT  LAW 
www.NoeValleyLaw.com 
1330  Castro  at  24th  Street  •  San  Francisco 


CRS,  t.TG,  PMN,  CRB,  SRES,  EPRO 
International  President’s  Premiere 
Top  1%  Nationally 


(415)338-0121 

betty@taisch.com 

www.taisch.com 


30S0  Market  Street  -  $1,145,000 

Classic  Upper  Market  Triplex  located  in  a  desirable 
&  convenient  location  Unit  1)  Full  upper  level 
2BR  flat  is  filled  with  light  from  numerous 
skylights.  This  unit  includes  a  private  deck,  & 
laundry  room  w/washer  &  dryer  hook  up.  Spacious 
living  room,  eat-in  kitchen  &  wonderful  views  of 
the  bay.  Perfect  for  owners  unit.  Unit  2)  Junior  l 
bed  apartment  w/private  rear  deck.  Unit  3)  Studio 
with  separate  kitchen. 


CA  License  #807495  •  www.mrhandyman.com 


415-503-1790 


PERSONAL,  STEP-BY-STEP  ASSISTANCE 


Tl  Gift  certificates  available. 


Mission:  934  Valencia  St.  @  20 th  St.  Tel:  41 5  826-2321 
SoMa:  1 1 10  Howard  St.  @  7  th  St.  Tel:  41 5  558-9901 
www.backtothepicture.com 


Professional 

Safe 

Reliable 


INSURED 
General  Liability 
&  Workers  Comp 


STILL  the 
BEST  frame  shop 
in  San  Francisco. 


PICTURE  FRAMING  AND  ART  GALLERIES 

Serving  San  Francisco  for  over  20  years 


Designers  and  corporate 
accounts  welcome. 


Decorator  Mirrors  and  Prints 
wholesale  to  the  public. 


Back  to  the  Picture  Mission 


Back  to  the  Picture  SoMa 

Mission  St. 

- 

o 

Howard  St.  “f 

r~ 

01 

3 

to 

o 

3 
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Borrego  Solar,  with  our  extensive  experience  in  the  city,  is  uniquely  positioned  to  help  residents  and 
businesses  take  advantage  of  the  nation’s  largest  municipal  solar  program  to  date. 

Go  solar  now  with  practically  no  upfront  costs. 

In  addition  to  state  and  federal  incentives,  only  San  Franciscans  get: 

*  $6,000  per  residential  meter 
®  Up  to  $10,000  per  commercial  meter 

Funds  are  available  on  a  first  come  first  served  basis.  Call  one  of 
our  San  Francisco  Solar  Energy  Consultants  and  schedule  a  free 
site  evaluation  at  your  property  today. 

*  Go  solar  and  save  $$  at  the  same  time 

*  Protect  against  rising  energy  costs 
Increase  property  value  through  better  cash  flow 

*  No  “cost  of  living”  increase  for  tenants 

*  Protect  the  environment 


BORREGO  SOLAR 


Lie.  #814435 

888-225-1341  www.BorregoSolar.com/sanfrancisco 


solar  electricity 


0 

e  Solar  a  Reality  for  Your  Home  or  Business 
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SEPTEMBER 


Sept.  4, 11, 18  &  25:  Mission  Library 


Sept.  1-26:  The  Pacific  Center  for  BOOK 
ARTS  continues  its  annual  member  exhibit  of 
handmade  volumes.  Main  Library,  100 
Larkin,  wm.slcb.org. 

Sept.  1-30:  OVEREATERS  ANONYMOUS 
meets  Monday  through  Saturday,  7  to  8  am. 
Noe  Valley  Ministry,  1021  Sanchez  282- 
2317. 

Sept.  1-30:  Noe  Valley  SENIOR  CENTER 
serves  hot  lunches  for  people  over  60,  week¬ 
days  at  12:30  pm.  Noe  Valley  Ministry,  1021 
Sanchez.  648-1030. 

Sept.  2  &  9:  The  Noe  Valley  Library  spon¬ 
sors  an  Infant/Toddler  LAPSIT  at  10:15  am, 
and  a  preschool  STORY  TIME  at  1 1  am.  451 
Jersey.  355-5707;  wm.slpl.org. 

Sept.  2,  9, 16,  23  &  30:  Sing  along  with 
storyteller  Patrick  Sosa  at  Phoenix  Books' 
Tuesday  morning  STORY  HOUR,  for  ages  0 
to  4. 10  am.  3850  24th.  821-3477. 

Sept.  2,  9, 16,  23  &' 30:  Chris  Sequeira 
gives  a  beginners  TAI  CHI  class  at  6  pm  on 
todays.  Noe  Valley  Ministry,  1021  Sanchez. 
Register:  773-8185  or  650-756-6857. 

Sept.  2,  9, 16,  23  &  30:  The  Kadampa 
Buddhist  Temple  holds  MEDITATION  on 
Tuesdays.  7-8:30  pm.  3324 17th.  503-1187. 

Sept.  2  &  Oct.  7:  The  SPCA  offers  a  free 
PET  LOSS  support  group.  7:30-9  pm.  243 
Alabama.  554-3050. 

Sept.  2-30:  LANGO  sponsors  weekly 
classes  in  Tot/Parent  (Mon,  10  am)  and 
Preschooler  SPANISH  (Tues,  2  pm;  Wed,  3 
pm)  at  the  Noe  Valley  Ministry,  1021 
Sanchez.  282-2317;  mw.langokids.com. 

Sept.  3, 10  &  17:  Eureka  Valley  Library's 
Wednesday  STORY  TIME,  for  newborns  to 
age  3,  begins  at  3  pm;  an  afternoon  story 
time  for  ages  3  to  5  starts  at  3:30  pm.  Tiny 
Tots  Room,  100  Collingwood.  557-4353. 

Sept  3-30:  Bay  Area  PHOTOGRAPHERS 
Collective  presents  a  group  show  of  mem¬ 
bers'  work:  “One  Shot  x  2."  Reception  Sept. 
13, 1-3  pm;  Mon.-Fri,  8  am-6  pm;  Sat,  9 
am-5:30  pm.  Calumet  Gallery,  2001  Bryant. 
643-9275. 

Sept.  4:  Eureka  Valley  Library  hosts  a  per¬ 
formance  by  the  Knuckle  Knockers  MUSIC 
DUO,  for  children  of  all  ages.  10:45  am. 
Eureka  Valley  Rec  Center,  100  Collingwood. 
557-4353;  355-2827. 

Sept.  4:  A  free  SCOTTISH  COUNTRY 
DANCE  party  kicks  off  at  8  pm.  Noe  Valley 
Ministry,  1021  Sanchez.  333-9372;  wm.sl- 
scotlishdancers.org. 


offers  a  bilingual  (Spanish-English) 
Infant/Toddler  LAPSIT  for  ages  18  months  to 
3. 10  &  11  am.  300  Bartlett.  355-2800. 

Sept,  4, 11, 18  &  25:  A  Thursday 
STROLLER  WALK  starts  at  Holey  Bagel  at  1 1 
am;  continues  through  Noe  to  FitWell  and  the 
Castro,  then  winds  up  at  See  Jane  Run.  3872 
24th.  mw.noestrolls.com. 

Sept.  4-0ct.  11:  Keith  Gaspari  exhibits 
soft  lead  pencil  PORTRAITS  in  “Allegory"  at 
ArtZone  461  Gallery.  Reception  Sept.  6, 5-8 
pm.  461  Valencia.  441-8680. 

Sept.  4-Oct.  10:  Najib  Joe  Hakim  shows 
PHOTOGRAPHS  in  “Born  Among  Mirrors: 
Lebanon  50  Years  After."  Reception  Sept.  5, 
6-8  pm;  Tues.-Thurs,  10  am-10  pm;  Fri  - 
Sun,  10  am-8  pm.  RayKo  Photo  Center,  428 
3rd.  495-3773;  raykophoto.com. 

Sept.  4-Nov.  1:  SF  Camerawork  hosts  and 
interactive  group  exhibition,  “I  Feel  I  Am  Free 
But  I  Know  I  Am  Not."  Receptions  Sept.  4  & 
Oct.  2. 5-8  pm;  Tues.-Sat,  noon-5  pm.  657  • 
Mission.  512-2020;  wm.stcamerawork.org. 

Sept.  5, 12, 19  &  26:  CLARE  tells  excit¬ 
ing  tales  for  children  at  Cover  to  Cover’s  Fri¬ 
day-morning  story  hour,  10:30  am.  1307 
Castro.  282-8080. 

Sept.  5, 12, 19  &  26:  Bird  &  Beckett 
bookstore  hosts  CHILDREN'S  STORY  TIME 
Friday  mornings  at  1 1  am.  653  Chenery. 
586-3733. 

Sept.  5, 12, 19  &  26:  Yell  “BINGO!”  at  St. 
Paul's  Friday  nights  at  7  pm  (doors  open  at  5 
pm).  Parish  Hall,  221  Valley.  648-7538, 

Sept.  5-27:  CITY  ART  Cooperative  Gallery’s 
1 0th  anniversary  show  includes  an  opening 
reception  on  Sept.  5,  and  a  closing  party  on 
Sept.  27,  both  7-10  pm.  Wed. -Sun,  noon-9 
pm.  828  Valencia.  970-9900;  wm.cityart- 
gallery.org. 

Sept.  6:  The  Swinging  GUITARS  of  Tom 
Huber  and  Misisipi  Mike  (8:30  am)  and  Fail¬ 
ure  to  Disperse  (10:30  am)  play  the  Farmers' 
Market.  24th  &  Vicksburg.  248-1332; 
wm.  noevalleyfarmersmarket.  com. 

Sept.  6:  SF  Bicycle  Coalition  holds  its  sec¬ 
ond  annual  FAMILY  DAY,  featuring  a  bike 
parade  and  scavenger  hunt.  10  am-2  pm. 

14th  Ave  east  picnic  area  on  JFK  Drive  in 
Golden  Gate  Park.  431 -BIKE;  kate@stbike.org. 


Sept.  6:  The  grand  re-opening  of  the  Upper 
Noe  REC  CENTER  features  games  and  enter¬ 
tainment,  including  a  performance  by  Charity 
and  the  JAMBand.  1 1  am-2  pm.  Day  & 
Sanchez,  mw.noevalleyreccenter.com. 

Sept.  6:  See  Michael  Franli  and  Spearhead, 
Ziggy  Marley,  and  Rebellion,  at  the  Power 
to  the  PEACEFUL  Festival.  1 1  am-5  pm. 
Speedway  Meadows,  Golden  Gate  Park. 
wm.powertothepeaceful.  org. 


Keith  Gaspari’s  "amazing"  pencil  drawings  will  be 
featured  Sept.  4  to  Oct.  1  at  ArtZone  461  Gallery, 
461  Valencia  St,  Artist  reception:  Sept.  6,  5-8  pm 


Sept.  6:  The  PARTY  on  Block  18,  a  neighbor¬ 
hood  celebration  on  18th  between  Dolores 
and  Guerrero,  features  a  family  meal,  a  wine 
and  beer  garden,  and  children's  entertain¬ 
ment,  to  benefit  the  Women's  Building.  Noon- 
4  pm.  431-1180;  wm.womensbuilding.org. 

Sept.  6:  The  Center  for  Creative  Exploration 
studio  offers  a  free  INTRO  TO  PAINTING 
class  for  adults.  2-4  pm.  300  Chenery. 
Reservations:  333-9515;  wm.ccesf.org. 

Sept.  6:  Local  author  Tamin  Ansary,  who 
wrote  West  of  Kabul,  East  of  New  York,  stops 
by  Modern  Times  from  5  to  5:30  pm  on  a 
citywide  bookstore  tour  sponsored  by  the  SF 
Library's  ONE  CITY  ONE  BOOK  project.  888 
Valencia.  282-9246;  wm.mtbs.com. 

Sept.  6-14:  Lunatique  Fantastique  performs 
a  puppet  show  about  BIRD  FLU,  Chicken 
Stocks,  at  the  Marsh.  Sat.  &  Sun,  1pm.  1062 
Valencia.  826-5750;  wm.themarsh.org. 

Sept.  6-0ct.  4:  Chad  Moore  exhibits 
PAINTINGS  and  sculpture  in  "Oh  Bringer  of 
Things]"  at  Little  Tree  Gallery.  Reception 
Sept.  6, 6-9  pm;  Wed.-Fri,  3-6  pm;  Sat, 
noon-6  pm.  3412  22nd.  643-4929. 

Sept.  7:  Rocket  DOG  RESCUE  shows  off 
dogs  who  need  homes.  Noon-4  pm.  Zephyr 
Real  Estate,  4040  24th.  642-4786. 


Sept.  7:  A  SCOTTISH  COUNTRY  DANCE 
class  for  ages  7  ?  and  up  begins  at  the  Rich¬ 
mond  YMCA.  Sundays,  4:30  pm.  360  18th 
Ave  333-9372;  wm.sl-scottishdancers.org 

Sept.  7-Oct.  18:  ART  EXHIBIT  "Hair- 
Doozy”  features  the  work  of  artists  from  Cre¬ 
ativity  Explored  Reception  Sept.  7, 7-10  pm; 
Tues.-Sat,  10  am-6  pm.  Glahia-Rama  Hair 
Salon  &  Art  Gallery,  417  South  Van  Ness. 

861  -4526;  wm.creativityexplored.org. 

Sept.  8:  Mission  Library  hosts  a  talk  on 
CITIZENSHIP  basics.  A  Spanish-speaking 
librarian  will  be  present.  6:30-7:30  pm.  300 
Bartlett.  355-2800. 

Sept.  8:  LITQUAKE  hosts  “San  Francisco 
Stories  in  the  Sunset,"  readings  by  Kim  . 
Wong  Keltner,  Kemble  Scott,  Pam  Holm,  and 
Lisa  Lutz.  7  pm.  Sunset  Branch  Library,  1305 
18th  Ave.  wm.litquake.org. 

Sept  8-Oct.  5:  Krista  Peel  exhibits  hand- 
built  roomboxes,  and  Lee  Queza  shows  a 
group  of  watercolors  titled  “What  Lies 
Beneath”  at  Rozanoff  ART  GALLERY.  Recep¬ 
tion  Sept.  12, 6-9  pm.  355  29th.  916-0899; 
rozanoffart.com. 

Sept.  9:  Low-income  clients  are  encour¬ 
aged  to  attend  a  free  WORKSHOP  on  how  to 
present  a  case  in  small  claims  court.  6  pm. 
760  Market,  Suite  1042. 693-9811. 

Sept.  9  &  10:  Brava!  Theatre  holds  ACTOR 
AUDITIONS  from  10  am  to  5  pm;  prepare  a 
three-minute  monologue  and  a  song 
(optional),  and  bring  three  headshots  and  a 
resume.  Schedule  an  audition  at  audi- 
tions@brava.org. 

Sept.  10:  The  Department  of  the  Environ¬ 
ment's  Brown  Bag  Lunch  Lecture  discusses 
ELECTRIC  CARS.  Noon-1  pm.  EcoCenter 
Office,  11  Grove.  355-3703,  wm.sfenviron- 
ment.org. 

Sept.  11:  The  Coalition  on  Homelessness 
hosts  ART  AUCTION  2008:  “Reframing 
Homelessness."  5:30-9  pm.  SomArts 
Gallery,  934  Brannan.  863-1414; 
info@somarts.org. 

Sept.  11:  The  Bird  &  Beckett  POLITICAL 
BOOK  discussion  group  features  The  Shock 
Doctrine:  The  Rise  ot  Disaster  Capitalism  by 
Naomi  Klein.  7  pm.  653  Chenery.  586-3733; 
wm.birdbeckett.com. 


Sept.  11:  POET  LAUREATE  Jack  Hirschman 
reads  from  All  That's  Lett.  7  30  pm  Modern 
Times  Bookstore.  888  Valencia  282-9246; 
wm.mtbs.com. 

Sept.  11:  An  introductory  SCOTTISH 
COUNTRY  DANCE  class  teaches  lively  jigs 
and  reels.  8  pm  Noe  Valley  Ministry.  1021 
Sanchez  333-9372;  wm.sf-scottish- 
dancers.org 

Sept.  11:  Deadline  for  submitting  VIDEOS 
for  the  Oct.  17-18  SF  Video  Fest  2008  at 
Mission  Cultural  Center.  Jury  will  include 
Follow  Me  Home  director  Peter  Bratt  vide- 
otest.blogspot.com. 

Sept.  12:  Deadline  for  ALTARS  or  other  art 
works  for  “Death  Without  Borders'  exhibit' 
Oct.  23-Nov.22  Mission  Cultural  Center, 
2868  Mission  821-1155;  wm.missioncul- 
turalcenter.org. 

Sept.  12-Oct.  5:  WORD  FOR  WORD  the¬ 
ater  presents  performances  of  three  stories 
by  Tobias  Wolff.  Wed. -Sat,  8  pm;  Sun,  2:30 
pm.  Previews  Sept.  10-11  Magic  Theatre, 

Fort  Mason,  Building  0. 441-8822 

Sept.  12-14  &  19-21:  Community  Boards 
hosts  a  Basics  of  MEDIATION  WORKSHOP. 
Fri,  5-9  pm;  Sat.  &  Sun,  9  am-6  pm. 

Golden  Gate  University,  920-3820,  ext.  109; 
wm.  communityboards.  org. 

Sept.  13:  The  Noe  Valley  Farmers'  Market 
hosts  MUSIC  by  the  Faux  Brummels  (8:30 
am)  and  Devil's  Slide  (10:30  am).  24th  & 
Vicksburg.  248-1332;  wm.noevalleyfarm- 
ersmarket.com. 

Sept.  13:  Betsy  Clebsch  leads  a  GARDEN¬ 
ING  WORKSHOP,  “Native  Salvias  with  Native 
Plant  Partners.”  10  am-noon.  SF  Botanical 
Garden  at  Strybing  Arboretum,  Golden  Gate 
Park,  9th  Ave  at  Lincoln.  661-1316; 
wm.stbotanicalgarden.  org. 

Sept.  13:  BEACH  BLANKET  Babylon  holds 
auditions  for  company  members.  Bring 
music  in  your  key  (for  an  upbeat  number  and 
a  ballad),  resume,  and  photo.  Noon.  Club 
Fugazi,  678  Beach.  auditions@beachblan- 
ketbabyton.com. 

Sept.  13:  Elbo  Room  hosts  "BRASIL  for 
All,"  featuring  live  samba  music,  to  benefit 
the  SF  Bay  Area  Council  of  Brazilian  Citi¬ 
zens.  9  pm.  647  Valencia.  552-7788; 
wm.elbo.com. 

Sept.  13  &  27:  Tim  Sullivan  leads  a  partic¬ 
ipatory  PERFORMANCE  ART  event  based  on 
Alfred  Hitchcock's  Lifeboat.  2-5  pm.  SF 
Camerawork,  657  Mission.  512-2020: 
wm.stcamerawork.org. 


BLESSING 

OF  THE  ANIMALS 

St.  Philip  Parish  of  Noe  Valley 

welcomes  parishioners,  friends  and  neighbors  to  this 
Annual  Event  in  honor  of  St.  Francis  of  Assisi. 

All  animals  (pets)  of  all  faiths  (or  no  faith)  welcome. 

"All  praise  to  you,  Oh  Lord,  for  all  these, 
our  brother  and  sister  creatures." 


Saturday,  October  4th, 
10:00  a.m. 

On  the  front  steps  of  the  church 
Located  at  725  Diamond  Street 

For  more  information: 

(415)  282-0141 


YOUR 


for  the 


HOL 


OPEN  HOUSE 

Sunday,  September  7,  4:30  p.m. 


ROSH  HASHANAH  SERVICES 

Monday,  September  29,  7:30  p.m.* 
Tuesday,  September  30,  9:30  a.m. 
at  Herbst  Theater,  401  Van  Ness  Ave. 
Wednesday,  October  1,  9:30  a.m. 
at  Sha'ar  Zahav,  290  Dolores  St. 

YOM  KIPPUR  SERVICES 

Wednesday,  October  8,  7:30  p.m.*  (Kol  Nidre) 
Thursday,  October  9,  9:30  a.m. 

Thursday,  October  9,  5:45  p.m.*  (Yizkor  &  Neilah) 
at  Herbst  Theater,  401  Van  Ness  Ave. 

*  Ticket  required 

For  more  information,  call  415.861 .6932 
or  visit  www.shaarzahav.org 


CONGREGATION  SHA'AR  ZAHAV 

A  PROGRESSIVE,  REFORM  SYNAGOGUE  EMBRACING 
A  DIVERSITY  OF  SEXUAL  AND  GENDER  IDENTITIES 

290  Dolores  St.  |  San  Francisco,  CA  94103 
Rabbi  Camille  Shira  Angel  |  Cantor  Sharon  Bernstein 
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CALENDAR 


Sept.  14:  SUNDAY  STREETS,  a  route  from 
Bayview  to  Chinatown  along  the  Embar- 
cadero  closed  to  traffic,  includes  free  activi¬ 
ties  for  all  ages,  including  an  opportunity  to 
run  the  bases  at  AT&T  Park.  9.  am-1  pm.  Map 
and  info:  wm.sundayslreetsl.com 

Sept.  14:  The  SF  Bicycle  Coalition  hosts  a 
NIGHT  RIDE,  "Fort  Point  Vertigo."  Meet  at  7 
pm,  at  the  Panhandle  Statue  at  Fell  and 
Baker,  431 -BIKE;  mw.slbike.org. 

Sept.  14:  Friends  of  Noe  Valley's  fifth 
annual  MUSIC  IN  THE  PARK  features  bands, 
refreshments,  and  a  bouncy  tent.  11  am-3 
pm.  Noe  Courts  Park,  24th  &  Douglass. 
www.  friendsofnoevalley.  com. 

Sept.  15:  Peter  Neil  Carroll  reads  poems 
from  Riverborne:  A  Mississippi  Requiem. 
and  Jeanette  Ferrary  reads  from  her  memoir, 
Out  otthe  Kitchen:  Adventures  ota  Food 
Writer,  at  the  ODD  MONDAYS  series  at  the 
Noe  Valley  Ministry.  7  pm;  dinner  at  Noe 
Pizza,  5:30  pm  (RSVP  jlsender@webtv.net). 
1021  Sanchez.  282-2317. 

Sept.  15:  Kishore  Hari  discusses 
WATER,  bottled  vs.  tap,  in  “Water  Wars."  7-9 
pm.  Atlas  Cafb,  3049  20th.  648-1047; 
www.  sciencecafesf.  com. 

Sept.  16:  Noe  Valley  Library  shows  FILMS 
for  preschoolers  at  two  times,  10:15  and  11 
am.  451  Jersey.  355-5707;  wm.sfpl.org. 

Sept.  16:  Mayor  Gavin  Newsom  discusses 
"Politics  in  the  YOUTUBE  Era"  with  YouTube 
co-founder  Steve  Chen.  6:30-7:30  pm.  Main 
Library,  100  Larkin.  557-4400;  wm.sfpl.org. 

Sept.  16:  The  NOE  VALLEY  ASSOCIATION 
meets  in  the  community  room  of  the  Noe 
Valley  Library.  6:30  pm;  public  comment 
7:30  pm.  451  Jersey.  Info:  nemo@rcn.com. 

Sept.  17:  Representatives  from  100 
preschools  answer  parents'  questions  at 
PRESCHOOL  Preview  Night  sponsored  by 
Parents  Place.  5:30-8  pm.  Hall  of  Flowers, 
Golden  Gate  Park,  9th  Ave  &  Lincoln  Way. 
359-2454;  wm.ParentsPlaceOnline.org. 

Sept.  18:  Bart  and  Judy  Lewis  teach  a 
social  BALLROOM  dance  class  for  couples 
on  six  Thursday  nights.  Forest  Hill  Church, 
250  Laguna  Honda.  Details:  661-2746. 

Sept.  18:  Margo  Perrin  hosts  “CELL  SELF: 
A  Reading  of  Freedom  from  the  Prison 
Industrial  Complex."  7  pm.  Modern  Times 
Bookstore,  888  Valencia.  282-9246. 

Sept.  19,  20,  26  &  27:  The  dancers  of 
PROJECT  AGORA  perform  “With  and  With¬ 
out  Words."  9  pm.  Community  Music  Center, 
544  Capp.  826-8670. 


Sept.  19-Dec.  10:  Jean  Collier  Hurley 
exhibits  her  PHOTOS,  “The  Beach,"  at  the 
Women's  Health  Resource  Center  at  CPMC. 
Reception  Sept.  18, 5:30-7:30  pm.  3698  Cal¬ 
ifornia.  HurleyJC@aol.com. 

Sept.  20:  SCHOLA  CANTORUM  performs 
a  cappella  choral  music,  as  part  of  the  Old 
First  Concerts  series.  1751  Sacramento.  8 
pm.  474-1608;  www.otdfirstconcerts.org 

Sept.  20:  Deadline  for  entering  a  POETRY 
contest  with  $5,000  in  prize  money.  Send  a 
poem,  on  any  subject,  21  lines  or  less,  to: 
Free  Poetry  Contest,  2935  Clay  St.,  Sacra¬ 
mento,  CA95815.  www.treeconlest.com. 


Photos  such  as  this,  by  Noe  Valley  resident  Alan 
George,  will  be  among  the  works  displayed  at  the 
Bay  Area  Photographers  Collective  show  Sept.  3- 
30  at  2001  Bryant  St.;  reception  Sept.  13, 1-3  pm. 

Sept.  20:  Jude  (8:30  am)  and  Dennis  Cam- 
pagna  (10:30  am)  play  the  Noe  Valley  FARM¬ 
ERS'  MARKET.  24th  &  Vicksburg.  248-1332. 

Sept.  20:  Friends  of  Dolores  Park  brings  a 
CIRCUS  to  the  playground,  featuring 
Boswickthe  Clown.  11  am-noon.  Dolores 
Park.  285-3774;  www.friendsofdotorespark.org. 

Sept.  20:  Hosted  by  Stephen  Elliott,  a  PRO¬ 
GRESSIVE  READING  includes  appearances 
by  Daniel  Handler,  Aimee  Bender,  Glen  David 
Gold,  Katie  Crouch,  and  Jane  Ganahl.  7  pm. 
The  Makeout  Room,  3225  22nd.  647-2888; 
wm.progressivereadingseries.org. 

Sept.  20:  FILM  NIGHT  in  the  Park  teatures 
0  Brother,  Where  Art  Thou?a\  dusk  in 
Dolores  Park.  19th  &  Dolores,  wm.sfntf.org. 

Sept.  21:  The  singer/songwriter  showcase 
at  Bird  &  Beckett  features  Misisipi  Mike 
Wolf.  4:30  pm.  653  Chenery.  586-3733; 
wm.birdbeckett.com. 


Sept.  21:  Yaelisa  and  her  Caminos  Flamen¬ 
cos  perform  “CAFE  FLAMENCO”  at  ODC 
Theater.  7-9  pm.  Project  Artaud  Theater,  450 
Florida.  863-9834;  wm.odctheater.org. 

Sept.  23:  The  31st  season  benefit  gala  at 
Theatre  Rhinoceros  features  CAROL  CHAN- 
NING.  6-10  pm.  Levende  Lounge,  1710  Mis¬ 
sion.  861-5079;  mw.TheRhino.org. 

Sept.  23:  POETS  Diane  di  Prima  and  Maria 
Mazziotti  Gillan  read  from  their  work  at  7  pm. 
Bird  &  Beckett,  653  Chenery.  586-3733; 
mw.birdbeckett.com. 

Sept.  23  &  24:  Aileen  Barr  teaches  a 
MOSAIC  CLASS  lor  adults  at  Terra  Mia.  6-8 
pm.  1314  Castro.  Register  at  642-9911. 

Sept.  24:  Ana  Eisner  performs  her  POEMS 
from  Ciphers  of  Uncommon  Origin.  6:30- 
7:30  pm.  Glen  Park  Library,  2825  Diamond. 
355-2858. 

Sept.  24:  The  Marsh  Rising  presents  Emily 
Levine's  SHOW  Five  Easy  Steps  to  Meta¬ 
physical  Fitness.  7:30  pm.  The  Marsh,  1062 
Valencia.  826-5750;  www.themarsh.org 

Sept.  25:  Peekabootique's  PARENTS 
PARTY  offers  wine,  Orangina,  and  goldfish 
crackers.  Last  Thursday  of  the  month.  5:30- 
7:30  pm.  1306  Castro.  641-6192. 

Sept.  25:  UPPER  NOE  NEIGHBORS  meet  at 
the  newly  renovated  Upper  Noe  Rec  Center  at 
7:30  pm.  Day  &  Sanchez.  285-0473. 

Sept.  26:  PARENTS'  NIGHT  OUT  on  the  last 
Friday  of  the  month  at  Bethany  United 
Methodist  Church  offers  games,  movies,  and 
naps  for  children,  from  5  to  10  pm.  1268 
Sanchez.  647-8397. 

Sept.  26:  Merle  (Ian  Shoales)  Kessler  and 
Joshua  (Raoul)  Brody  present  “Slouching 
Towards  Disneyland,"  a  history  of  the  world 
in  words  and  MUSIC.  8:15  pm.  Noe  Valley 
Music  Series  at  the  Noe  Valley  Ministry, 

1021  Sanchez.  454-5238. 

Sept.  26-28:  The  36th  annual  SF  BLUES 
FESTIVAL  features  performances  by  Hot 
Tuna,  Buckwheat  Zydeco,  Johnny  Winter,  and 
Elvin  Bishop,  and  a  tribute  to  John  Lee 
Hooker.  1 1  am-6  pm.  Great  Meadow  at  Fort 
Mason.  979-5588;  wm.sfblues.com. 

Sept.  26-28:  A  GREEK  FOOD  FESTIVAL  at 
Annunciation  Cathedral  runs  from  11  am  to 
10  pm  on  Friday  and  Saturday,  and  2  pm  to  9 


pm  on  Sunday.  245  Valencia.  864-8000; 
www.annunciation.  org. 

Sept.  27:  Misisipi  Mike  (8:30  am)  and 
SWING  Serenada  (10:30  am)  perform  at  the 
Farmers'  Market.  24th  &  Vicksburg.  248- 
1 332;  wm.noevalleyfarmersmarket.com. 

Sept.  27:  Rupa  and  the  April  Fishes,  Mark 
Growden,  and  DJ  Felina  serenade  the  unveil¬ 
ing  of  Mona  Caron's  MURALS  at  Vicksburg 
and  24th.  2-5  pm.  3871  24th.  505-8255. 

Sept.  27:  Fifty  artists,  dressed  in  white, 
invite  you  to  come  dressed  in  black  to  partic¬ 
ipate  in  “Illusion  7:  Dreams/Suehos,"  an  ART 
happening  at  Mission  Cultural  Center.  6-10 
pm.  2868  Mission.  821-1155;  wm.mis- 
sionculturalcenter.org. 

Sept.  27-Oct.  4:  Enter  a  BANNED  BOOK 
contest  and  have  a  chance  to  win  a  $100 
Border  Books  card.  For  ages  13-18  at  partic¬ 
ipating  SF  libraries,  including  the  Glen  Park 
Branch,  2825  Diamond.  355-2858. 

Sept.  28:  The  25th  annual  FOLSOM  Street 
Fair  runs  from  10  am  to  6  pm,  between  7th 
and  12th  streets.  Folsomstreetfair.org. 

Sept.  28-Oct.  2:  The  Roxie  hosts  a  SF 
Blues  Festival  FILM  SERIES.  3117 16th.  For 
a  schedule,  863-1087;  wm.roxie.com. 

Sept.  24-28:  The  SF  Library  holds  its  BIG 
BOOK  SALE  at  Ft.  Mason.  Books  $1  or  less 
on  Sunday.  557-4400;  mw.sfpl.org. 

Sept.  30:  Charity  Kahn  entertains  kids  of  all 
sizes  with  a  MUSIC  and  Movement  show  at 
Glen  Park  Library.  10:30  am.  2825  Diamond. 
355-2858. 

Sept.  30:  Sal  DeGuarda  (aka  actor  John 
Dexter)  talks  about  his  life  and  about  the 
Aquacade  at  the  1939  TREASURE  ISLAND 
FAIR,  at  the  SF  History  Association  meeting 
7  pm.  St.  Philip's  Church,  725  Diamond. 
750-9986;  mw.sanfranciscohistory.org. 

Sept.  30:  David  Bacon,  Fekkah  Mamdouh, 
and  Rinku  Sen  discuss  BOOKS  on  the  global 
economy  and  U  S.  immigration  policy,  Illegal 
Peop/e  and  The  Accidental  American.  7:30 
pm.  Modern  Times,  888  Valencia.  282-9246. 

Oct.  1 :  The  deadline  to  apply  to  AUDITION 
for  Footloose's  ninth  annual  Women  on  the 
Way  Festival.  Contact  Artistic  Director  Mary 
Alice  Fry,  P.0.  Box  885393,  SF  94188,  or 
ftloose@sbcglobal.net. 


Oct.  3:  Native  San  Franciscans  celebrate  the 
NATIVE  JAMBOREE  with  dinner  and  dancing, 
6:30-1 1 :30  pm.  Sir  Francis  Drake  Hotel, 

4540  Powell.  732-7520,  ext.  49;  www.stna- 
tivejamboree.com. 

Oct.  3-6:  Radical  Women  hosts  its  41st 
anniversary  conference,  "The  Persistent 
Power  of  SOCIALIST  FEMINISM."  Women's 
Building,  3543  18th.  864-1278;  wm.radi- 
calwomen.org. 

Oct.  4:  The  Swinging  GUITARS  of  Tom 
Huber  and  Misisipi  Mike  (8:30  am)  and  Fail¬ 
ure  to  Disperse  (10:30  am)  play  the  Farmers' 
Market.  24th  &  Vicksburg.  248-1332; 
mw.noevaiteyfarmersmarket.com. 

Oct.  4:  Beacon  COLLEGE  FUNDING  Solu¬ 
tions  hosts  a  free  seminar  on  ways  to  pay  for 
higher  education.  8:30-9:30  am.  Fort  Mason, 
Building  C.  Reservations:  550-8040, 
info@beaconcollegelunding.com. 

Oct.  4:  DOGTOBERFEST  at  Upper  Douglass 
Park  features  costumes,  a  portrait  photogra¬ 
pher,  activities,  and  treats  to  benefit  the  Dog 
Play  Area  11  am-2  pm.  27th  at  Douglass. 
wm.tuddp.org 

Oct.  4  &  5:  The  ninth  annual  World  VEG 
FESTIVAL  offers  discussions  and  cooking 
demos.  10  am-6  pm.  SF  County  Fair  Build¬ 
ing,  Golden  Gate  Park.  273-5481 , 
mw.sfvs.org. 

Oct.  5:  Members  of  the  INA  CHALIS  OPERA 
ensemble  perform  operatic  arias  and  duets  in 
"Songs  of  Love  and  Loss."  4  pm.  Commu¬ 
nity  Music  Center,  544  Capp.  826-8670; 
wm.  inachalisopera.  org. 

Oct.  8-Nov.  26:  The  Randall  Museum 
offers  an  eight-part  ANIMAL  DOCENT  train¬ 
ing  class  for  ages  1 8  and  up.  with  a  commit¬ 
ment  to  volunteer  after.  Preregister 
554-9600. 


BE  A  CALENDAR  ITEM 

The  next  Noe  Valley  Voice  will  be 
the  October  issue,  appearing  in 
Noe  Valley  on  Oct.  3.  We'd  love  to 
receive  your  calendar  items  by 
Sept.  15,  but  send  them  along 
whenever  you  have  them.  E-mail 
calendar@noevalleyvoice.com  or 
write  the  Noe  Valley  Voice,  1021 
Sanchez  St.,  San  Francisco,  CA 
94114.  Note:  Events  in  Noe  Valley 
get  priority,  but  we'll  consider 
items  from  all  around  the  city. 


Live  in  a  beautiful 
home  TODAY! 

HOMESTAGERS 

is  a  Full  Service  Home  Improvement  Company. 
Our  Comprehensive  Design  Services  include: 


•  Interior  &  Exterior  Painting 

•  Color  Consultation 

•  Flooring  Installation  (hardwood,  tile,  carpet) 

•  Molding  Installation  (crown,  base,  casing) 

•  Kitchen  &  Bathroom  Remodeling 

•  Light  Fixture  Installation 

•  Interior  Design 

•  Landscaping 


Contact  Homestagers  for  a  FREE  Consultation 


Homestagers,  Inc. 
415.285.991  I 

www.homestagersinc.com 

(Not  a  Contractor) 


An  Invitation! 

Thinking  about  becoming  a 
Catholic  Christian? 

Christian  Initiation  of  Adults 
(RCIA) 

An  Introduction  of  the  Stories,  Rituals  and 
Symbols  of  the  Catholic  Community,  Leading 
to  Baptism,  Eucharist  and  Confirmation 

At 

ST.  PAUL’S  CHURCH 

Starting  Tuesday,  September  16  at  7:00  p.m. 
221  Valley  Street  -  St.  Paul’s  Rectory 

COME  AND  JOIN  US 
AND  DISCOVER  THE  CATHOLIC  DIFFERENCE 

If  interested,  contact  Terri  Brady  or  Jim  Meyers 
415-648-7538  -  St.  Paul’s  Rectory 
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St.  Francis  Wood 

$5,400,000 

5  HR/6  BA  latte  Rappdreiitar 

Half  Acre  Estare  4I5.B8.701I 

Fully  Renovated 

>  wwv.janel5»ppdmJber.com 


South  Beach 

$2,449,000 

3BR/  3 BA  Tom  Zannelli 

Penthouse  j  415.738.7058 

Bay  &  Bridge  Views  | 

>  \ww. Tom'/annelli.com 


•  Central  Richmond 

$1,575,000 

5BR  /  3RA  Home  j  Pat  Carapiet 
Renovated  3-Story  |  4 1 5.738.72 1 8 

Gourmet  Kitchen  i 

>  www.686TwentyThirdAve.com 


•  Russian  Hill 

Price  available  upon  reouest 
SfH  w /  Legal  Au  Pair  Meredith  Martin 
Terraced  Gardens  415.312.1616 
2  Car  Independent 

>  www.StrectsofM.com 


1 ,  [RgRli 

*3  i..  . 

1 

iBt  -1.. 

ij| «  j 
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Cole  Vail  t’V 

$2,395,000 

4  BRI 3  BA  Home  !  Lynne  L,  Priest 
e  Vi'v  Kn,l>,  «  .  I  415,000,4647 
3  Car  Parking 

»  www.400Clayton.eont 


Levi  Plaza  Civic  Center 


•  Corona  Heights 

$1,359,000 

3  mm  ba 

2  Levels,  Fireplace  I 
Yard  *-  Deck 


Trim  Zannelli 
41173J058 


Noe  Valley 

$2,100,000 
3  Unit  Commercial 
Handsome  Victorian  i 
l  Retail  4  Offices 


Pat  Carapiet 
415.738.7218 


>  www.TomZaaiKlU.com 


>pearapiet<^paragon-re.com 


Telegraph  Hill 

$799,000 

1BR  +  Den /l. 5  BA  lisa  Miller 

Marble  Fireplace  Carrie  Goodman 
Garage  Parking  4 1 5.7 1 0.0268 

>  www. Carr rieandl.isa.com 


PARAGON 

REAL  ESTATE  GROUP 


www.  paragon-  re.  com 
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Clover  Dairy 

Organic  Milk 

64  oz  -reg  4.15 

$2.99 


Planet 

Ultra  Liquid 

ft)  Laundry  Detergent 

100  oz.  -reg  11.99  +tx 

$6.99 

Ultra  Dishwashing 
Liquid 


Clif  Foods 

P  Clif  Bars 
Luna  Bars 


Mojo  Bars 

all  varieties 
1.69/2  4  oz.  -reg  1  59 


Annie's  Homegrown 

Mac  &  Cheese 

6  oz.  -reg  2.25 


25  oz  -reg  3.99  +tx 


2  for  $5 


rUtf 


CLOVER  , 

fUKAfrik  ' 


Organic  Yogurt 

all  flavors  plain  or  vanilla  bean 

6  oz  -reg  1  19  24  oz.  reg  3.29 


R.W.  Knudsen 

Organicjuices 

select  varieties 
32  oz  -reg  4.39  +CRV 


88^  $2.49  2  for  $6 


Green  Forest 

Paper  Towels 

3  pk  -reg  4.99  +tx 

$2.99 


Double  Roll  Bath  Tissue 

12  pk.  -reg  11.49  +tx 

Organic  Lowfat  Yogurt 
y,i  c 


994 

Lundberg  Farms 

Organic  Packaged  Rice 

selectvarieties  g* 

2  69589  2  ior  $7 


Odwalla 

Orange  Juice 
Carrot  Juice 

64  oz  -reg  to  7  99 


$5.99 


Organic  Large  (tA  in 
Brown  Eggs  vp  T" .  1 V 

dozen  -reg  5.19 

Clover  Organic  Cheese 

random  weights 

On  Sale  l 


Crystal  Geyser 

Sparkling  Mineral  Water 

alltlavors 

1  25  liter -reg  1  45 +CRV 


Ben  &  Jerry 

Ice  Cream 

all  flavors 
16  oz.  -reg  4  49 

2  for  $7 


88c 


Sale  Prices  effective 
September  1  -  21, 2008 


Free  Parking 


Across  the  Street 


In  our  Very  Own 


Parking  Lot  ! 


Store  Hours: 

8:00  am  -  9:00  pm 

Every  Day! 


.  o  ,7 _  c  v 


Kozy  Shack  7  F  f 


Natural  Puddings 

all  flavors 
22  oz  -reg  4  59 

$2.99 


Capricorn  Coffee 

o,  Dark  French  Roast 

^  16  oz  -reg  6  99 

$4.99 


y  Greek  Gods  r\r\rf 

Greek  Yogurt  ^  27  ^ 


We  Accept: 

ATM  Cards 
Discover  Cards 
MasterCard  &  Visa 
Cash  &  Checks 
Elec.  Food  Stamps  &  EBT 

448  Cortland  Avenue  •  Bernal  Heights  •  San  Francisco  •  941 1 0 


The  Noe  Valley  Voice  •  September  2008  33 


N^at%o 

cf'k  Ji 


Fall  Class  Schedule 


Drop  in  or  Register  On-line 

Monday 
6:00-6:55pm 
7:15-8:45pm 


Pilates  Mat 
Yoga,  Hatha  Flow 


Tuesday 

12:00-12:55pm 

6:30-8:00pm 

Wednesday 

9:30-10:30am 

7:15-8:45pm 

Thursday 

6:30-8:00pm 

Friday 

9:30-10:30am 

10:30-ll:30pm 

Saturday 
9:00-10:30am 
10:30-1 1:30am 
ll:45-12:45pm 


Pilates  Mat 
Yoga,  Vinyasa  Flow1 

Yoga,  Hatha  Flow'  Level  1  &  2 
Yoga,  Hatha  Flow 

Yoga,  Vinyasa  Flow 

Yoga,  Hatha  Flow  Level  1  &  2 
Pilates,  Mat  with  Props 

Yoga,  Vinyasa  Flow 
Pilates,  Mat 

Yoga,  Vinyasa  Level  1  &  2 


Presents 

Bsst  or 

r  ii 
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Intro  Specials 

Yoga  &  Mat  Pilates 
$20  for  First  2  Classes 


Private  Pilates 
$168  for  First  3  Sessions 


Spring  Pilates  &  Yoga 
1414  Castro  Street 
between  Jersey  &  25th 

415.282.8850 

www.SpringPilates.com 


Fall  Workshops 

See  Website  For  Details 

Yoga-Mastering  Balance  &  Inversion 
Poses 

Saturday,  September  13  1 :30-3 :30pm 

Breath  Easy,  the  Feldenkrais®  Way 

Sunday,  September  14  10:30-12:30pm 

Pre-Natal  Pilates  and  Yoga 

Thursdays,  9/18-10/16  5:30-6:25pm 

Reformer  Class  for  Yogis 

Thursdays,  9/18-10/16  7:30-8:25pm 

Intro  to  Reformer  Classes 

Tuesdays,  9/23-10/7  7:30-8:25pm 
Wednesdays,  9/10-9/24  l:30-2:25pm 

Pilates  Mat  with  Props  Series 

Wednesdays,  9/10-9/24  6:00-6:55 

Upcoming  Workshops  in  October 

More  Intro  to  Reformer  Classes 
Pilates  Conditioning  for  Winter  Sports 
Pilates  Conditioning  for  Surfers 
Pilates  at  Work 
Travel  Well  Pilates 


Please  see  our  website  for  more  info  on 
other  classes  and  services  offered. 
Athletic  equipment  for  sale  at  the  studio. 


AESTHETIC 


DENTISTRY 

.  OF  — 

NOE  VALLEY 


Now  you  can  go 

wireless 


info@aestheticsmiles.com 

www.aestheticsmiles.com 
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OTHER  COSMETIC  SERVICES 


FREE  BLEACHING  WITH  INVISALIGN 


•  Porcelain  Veneers  •  Laser  Gum  Lift 
•  Implants  •  Lumineers  •  Cosmetic  Bonding 
Zoom  Teeth  Whitening  •  Cerec  CAD/CAM  Technology 


Nisha  Krishnaiah  DDS  •  4162  24th  Street  (between  Castro  and  Diamond)  •  415.285.7007 
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Dolores  Place 

Bed  &  Breakfast 

25th  Street  between  Dolores  and  Church 

IHI  [|§|  Private  Entrance  •  Private  Bathroom  •  Kitchenette 

i  (415)  824-8728 

nbM  A  place  for  your  visiting  friends  and  relatives 

EW  that's  close  to  you.  Walk  to  24th  Street! 

ill  “ 

Visit  us  on  the  web  at:  www.doloresplace.com 

Vicente  Ayala  Chief  Executive  Officer 

^&WatEr^ 


'^ClAI.  &  Rt^' 
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License  810316 

65  Vienna  Street  •  San  Francisco,  CA  94112 
Cell  415  298  7879 
Ph  415  585  7879  •  Fax  415  585  7494 

Email  vicenteayala@bluebaypainting.com 
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VALLEY 

CYCLERY 


4193  24th  Street 
415-647-0886 

Tues.  —  Sat.  11  —  6 
Sun.  11—5 
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Since  1976 
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When  Quality  Matters 

415.412.l642 


License  #  86679: 

www.QPAINT.com 


Q  Painting  & 

Waterproofing 
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IN  nance 

Revolutionary  Wood  Renewal 


nhance.com 


There's  no  longer  any 
reason  io  woil  lo 
renew  that 
beautiful  wood 
N  in  your  home. 

I  I  Unlike  typical  wood 
I.  fj  C  refinishing,  the 
hlHance 
U  revolutionary  system 
allows  you  a  dust 
fee  house  within  2 A 
hours,  no  mess. 

•  H  ■ 

Enjoy  beautiful 
»  cabinets,  floors, 
windowsills, 
Woodwork,  doors 
and  more  with 
.  .  .  complete 
2  Customer 
Satisfaction 
Guarantee. 

R(»  -wi-ie  I  fe 

wood  now 
HHance. 


Groundbreakir 

Landscapes 


custom  design,  build  &  installation 


license  no.  802371 
Member:  CLCA 


415.699.6209 

www.groundbreakinglandscapes.com 


The  Noe  Valley  Voice  •  September  2008  35 


You  are 

what  you 


purveyors  of 
farm  direct 
and  locally 

produced  a/n/TE 


SINCE  1940' 


foods 


MARKET 


3639  -  18th  Street 

(btwn  Guerero  &  Dolores) 


www.biritemarket.com 
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CRERMERY 


- 1  &  BRKESHOP  I - 


S'O^c  liandotaftcd 
ice  Occam  £,  confection# 
featuring 

SVcau#  Organic  tDavig, 
ut#it  u#  at 

3692  -  18th  Street 

at  Qoiwe# 
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www.biritecreamery.com 


415.806.5857 

jay@herth.com 

Experience  and  Trust  - 
Now  More  than  Ever! 


' Good  service,  good  coverage,  good  price  — 

That's  State  Farm  Insurance." 


STATE  FARM 


<£B§> 


INSURANCE 


Susan  Levinson,  Agent 

1501  Church  Street 
San  Francisco,  California 
California  license  #0685450 

415-647-3007 

Like  a  good  neighbor, 
State  Farm  is  there.  ® 


STATE  FARM  INSURANCE  COMPANIES  •  HOME  OFFICES:  BLOOMINGTON,  ILLINOIS 


PERSONAL  SERVICES 

FOR  SENIORS 

Assisting  You  in 
Living  at  Home 
or  Relocating 

•  Coordinating  your  at-home 
needs 

•  Transportation 

•  Work  with  health  care 
professionals 

•  Pay  bills 

•  Organize  clutter 

•  Or  your  special  needs 

Mature  and  Experienced 

Barbara  Hauser 
(415)440-4821 


Give  a  mug  and  a  hug! 


Send  the  Big  Hug  Mug  Bouquet. 

An  adorable  stuffed  bear 
is  just  the  thing  to  say, 

“Here’s  a  big  hug  from  me.” 

And  with  the  Big  Hug  Mug 
overflowing  with  a  friendly 
assortment  of  flowers, 
warm  feelings  are  guaranteed. 

Gourmet  Gift  Baskets,  too! 


824-3233  •  4080  24TH  STREET  (NOE) 
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Customers  for  Life 


CABRILLO 


Cabriilo  Plumbing,  Heating  and  Air 


$50  OFF  REPAIR 

415-821-0560 

www.DiscoverCabrillo.com 


Alice's 

RESTAURANT 
Hunan  and  Mandarin  Style 

The  Finest  in  Chinese  Cuisine!  •  Take-out  Available 
WE  USE  NO  MSG 

1599  Sanchez  Street  (at  29th  Street)  in  Noe  Valley 
415-282-8999  •  www.alicesrestaurant.citysearch.com 


Lunch  and  Dinner:  Monday  -  Thursday  11  a.m.  -  9:30  p.m. 
Friday  and  Saturday  11  a.m.  -  10  p.m.  •  Sunday  12  noon  -  9:30  p.m. 


HARDWOOD  FLOORS 


28  Years  Experience 
In  San  Francisco 

REFINISHED 

REPAIRED 

INSTALLED 

3  Coat  Finishes 

References  Available 

License  #  594759 
Insured,  PL  &  PD 


Visalli  &  Son 

Free  Estimates  •  415-586-0307 


small  ad,  big  idea 


Inf 
■ 
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San  Francisco 

REBATE  REALTY 

Your  Partner  for 


Shoemaker 


ARCHITECTS 


Custom  residential  architecture  and  design 

•  Kitchens  and  baths 

•  Lower  level  expansions 
•  Decks  and  stairs 

•  Full  house  remodels 

www.shoemakerarchitects.com 

415.648.1208 


FIT 

WELL 


Chiro  practic  Sports  Medici  ne 


Active  Release  Techniques® 

Massage  Therapy 

Complete  Chiropractic  Care 

Rolfing 

Progressive  Rehabilitation 

Meridian  Stretching 

With  Lisa's  work  I've  beenable  to 
stay  healthy  while  training  for 
and  completing  multiple 
ultramarathons." 
-  Janet  Thompson 


BESWg, 

“bay! 

WINNER!! 


NOE’S  BAR 

Noe  Valley’s  Original  Sports  Bar 


Go  Giants! 

Located  at  the  corner  of  24th  &  Church 

415-282-4007 
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Creating  tomorrow’s  leaders...  ONE  BLACK  BELT  AT  A  TIME! 

NAVARRETE’S  RIACK  REIT  ACADEMY 


SAVE 

$100 


Bring  this  ad  for  $  1 00  off  the 
membership  fee  for  any  program. 


TEENS  AND  ADULTS 
(ages  13-99) 

Learn  serious  self-defense  and 
increase  confidence  while  improving 
your  fitness  level  and  reducing 
stress.  Meet  new  people  and  build 
your  leadership  abilities  in  a  positive, 


TINY  TIGERS 
(ages  3-6) 

Arm  your  child  with  self-defense. 

Our  specialized  programs  will  teach 
your  child  to  be  safe, follow  directions 
and  improve  concentration  in  a  fun 
and  positive  atmosphere. 


KARATE  FOR  KIDS 
(ages  7-12) 

Home  of  the  nation's  World-Famous 
Karate  for  Kids  Program  where  your 
kids  will  develop  greater  self-esteem, 
discipline  and  leadership  skills  while 
learning  self-defense, 


- 

San  Francisco’s  most  complete  and  well  equipped  martial  arts  school,  featuring  an  exclusive 
mezzanine  level  viewing  gallery  with  comfortable  seating,  free  wireless  Internet,  a  full  pro  shop  and 
the  best  quality  workout  mats  available  to  ensure  student  safety  and  comfort. 

1201  Church  Street  (cross-street  24th  st.)  San  Francisco,  CA  94114  (415)  285.5425 
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Homework  Isn’t  Hard  When  You  Have  Someone  to  Help 


Buying  or  selling  a  house 
doesn't  have  to  be  tough,  even 
when  the  market  is.  Not  when 
you  have  an  agent  who  knows 
his  way  around  town.  For  more  f 
than  20  years,  Stephen  Moore 
has  been  helping  people  buy 
and  sell  across  the  city,  from  the 
Heights  to  the  Valley.  Patient, 
tenacious,  and  a  top  producer 
year  in  and  year  out,  Stephen 
Moore  is  the  agent  you  want  to 
have  working  for  you. 


Stephen  Moore 

#1  Top  Producer, 

Noe  Valley  Office  2007 
Making  the  hard  parts  easy. 
(415)  621-4695 

stephen@stephenmoorehomes.com 

www.stephenmoorehomes.com 
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Modern  Classic 
in  the  Heart 
of  Noe  Valley 

Located  within  walking  distance  to 
24th  St.  shopping  and  transportation, 
this  remodeled  home  features  an  open 

..  .  '  floor  plan  for  casual  living  and  easy 

entertaining.  Chef’s  kitchen,  living-dining  room  with  fireplace,  3 
BRs/1  BA  up,  plus  guest  suite  and  expansion  possibilities  down. 
Lovely  garden  and  2-car  garage. 

Offered  at  $1 ,249,000 


;  ; 
'  ’  “.srcjr*®  ■ 


_  j  ' 

rstjjiscir  tiffin 

!dteSfe*|; 


!  ;  ffigS&iL, 

,  \  j-i-'-rr  i  .vSrij irrrSF' 


Amazing 
Eureka  Valley 
Condo 

Totally  charming  2BR  Edwardian  condo 
on  coveted  block  near  shops  and 
transportation.  Tons  of  period  details, 
lovely  shared  garden,  parking,  PLUS  a 


MSpSSH,  .... _ , 

•  ^ ,!r  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ‘Ivyjtwf.’'' 

legal  lower  level  suite  offering  unlimited  possibilities! 
Offered  at  $1,179,000 


HILL  &  CO. 

REAL  ESTATE 
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Savor 

The 

Flavor 


Qt 


(415) 

282-0919 


1500 

Church  Street 


Integral  Counseling  Center 
at  Church  Street 

Affordable,  reliable,  caring  counseling 

SERVICES  FOR  THE  NOE  VALLEY  COMMUNITY. 

The  Integral  Counseling  Center  offers  mind-body-spirit  psychotherapy  to 
individuals,  couples,  and  families,  providing  a  safe  and  supportive  setting  to  explore 
a  wide  range  of  life  issues — emotional,  interpersonal,  psychological,  or  spiritual. 

•  Relationship  and  Family  Concerns 

•  Anxiety  and  Stress 

•  Depression  and  Loneliness 

•  Abuse  Issues 

•  Grief  and  Loss 

•  Sexuality/Body  Image 

•  Life  Transitions / 

•  Occupational  Coat 
.  •  Personal  Gro 


178 2  Church  St.,  San 
WW’INTFGRAUW'-'" 

- - 


-T  ,  v 

mm 


Even  on  the  foggiest  San  Francisco  evenings,  our  vibrant 
interiors  recall  the  warm  Mediterranean  climate  of  Provence. 
Seafood  and  fresh  produce  dominate  the  menu,  emphasizing 
simple,  healthy  food  to  be  enjoyed  with  friends  and  family. 

Now  Open  for  Lunch 

1 1:30  a.m.  -  2:30  p.m. 

Dinner  Every  Day  5:30  to  10:30  p.m. 

"Dine  About  Town" 
Prix  Fixe  $29 


A. 


1001  Guerrero  Street 

San  Francisco 

Reservations:  (415)  643-4333 

or  email  contact@laprovencesf.com 


NOE'S  NEST 

Bed  &  Breakfast 

Private  baths  and  lots  of  amenities 

(415)  821-0751 

www. noesnest.com 


San  Francisco 
Noe  Valley  Jewelry 


Not  for  any  body 


24th  Street 


415-788-5566 


_ 


Feeling  stuck? 


Talk  to  someone  who  can  help. 

Psychotherapy  &  Consultation 
4155  24th  St.  San  Francisco 

Call  415-505-0179  for  a  free  consultation. 

Licensed  Marriage  &  Family  Therapist  MFC  #43762 
www.TherapistSF.com 


L.  Flick  Hatcher 
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STORE 

TREK 


By  Lorraine  Sanders 

Store  Trek  is  a  regular  Voice  feature, 
profiling  new  stores  and  businesses  in 
and  around  Noe  Valley.  This  month  we  in¬ 
troduce  a  bustling  cafe  at  24th  and  Noe, 
and  a  financial  planning  office  on  Castro 
that  specializes  in  showing  families  how 
to  save  for  college. 

Toast  Eatery 

3991  24th  Street  near  Noe  Street 

415-642-6328 

www.toasteatery.com 

Since  June,  Noe  Valley  eaters  have  had 
a  new  spot  to  butter  their  bread,  read  the 
day’s  news,  and  debate  the  merits  of 
scrambled  eggs  versus  “over  easy.”  Toast 
Eatery,  whose  sister  location  at  Church 
and  Day  streets  has  been  feeding  folks  for 
two  years,  filled  the  void  left  by  the  clo¬ 
sure  last  fall  of  Herb’s  Fine  Foods,  a  24th 
Street  institution  since  1943. 

“There  were  a  few  customers  who 
were  not  happy,”  admits  Eddie  Naser,  38, 
who  owns  the  restaurant  with  his  brother 
Kamal  Naser,  29.  “But  we  couldn't  do  the 
exact  same  thing  [as  Herb’s].  We’re  here 
trying  to  do  the  best  we  can.” 

Judging  by  the  packed  tables,  the 
crowds  milling  about  during  weekend 
brunch,  and  the  15  dozen  pieces  of  toast 
served  daily,  locals  are  accepting  the 
newcomer  with  open  arms  (and  mouths). 

“Noe  Valley  has  been  very  supportive. 
Without  it.  Toast  wouldn’t  be  here,”  says 
Eddie  Naser,  who  grew  up  in  the  city’s 
Lakeside  District,  where  he  still  lives  to¬ 
day.  Before  opening  the  first  Toast  in  Sep¬ 
tember  2006,  Eddie  Naser  owned  and  op¬ 
erated  the  Lower  Haight  cafe  the  Grind. 
When  the  opportunity  arose  to  open  an 
establishment  in  the  former  home  of 
Hungry  Joe’s,  Naser  decided  to  revamp 
his  restaurant  concept  and  choose  a  dif¬ 
ferent  name  for  his  next  business.  Even¬ 
tually,  he  settled  on  the  starchy  American 
breakfast  staple  as  his  muse.  And  so  the 
first  Toast  was  bom. 

After  learning  that  Herb's  longtime 
owner  Rita  Kawas,  whose  late  husband, 
Sam,  purchased  the  restaurant  from  its 
original  owner  in  1974,  would  not  be  re¬ 
newing  her  lease  last  fall,  the  Nasers  de¬ 
cided  to  go  after  the  location  for  a  second 
Toast.  About  eight  months  of  renovations 
by  the  Nasers’  friend  and  general  con¬ 
tractor  Meemo  Totah  followed. 

With  its  brown  walls,  shiny  metal  fix¬ 
tures,  and  ’50s-diner-goes-contemporary 
aesthetic,  Toast  Eatery  bears  a  resem¬ 
blance  to  its  older  sister.  But  the  new 
Toast  is  a  lot  larger  than  the  first,  and 
more  vibrant  in  a  way  that  suits  its 
bustling  surroundings.  Orange  orbs  hang¬ 
ing  from  the  ceiling  and  a  retro  wall  clock 
illuminate  the  space  with  a  Jetsons-hke 
flair.  Tables  set  against  the  large  front 
windows  invite  patrons  to  people-watch 
while  they  dine. 

But  perhaps  the  most  noticeable — and 
striking — difference  is  the  artwork  by  lo¬ 
cal  artist  and  designer  Sirron  Norris.  Five 
original  works,  each  in  the  shape  of  a  gi¬ 
ant  piece  of  toast,  adorn  the  walls.  Each 


“slice”  depicts  a  different  scene,  rendered 
in  Norris’  signature  style,  which  he  calls 
“cartoon  literalism.”  One  features  AT&T 
Park,  a  nod  to  the  Nasers’  love  of  base¬ 
ball,  while  another  mixes  more  traditional 
San  Francisco  icons,  such  as  Coit  Tower, 
Muni  buses,  and  winged  cable  cars. 

The  two  that  will  likely  be  of  most  in¬ 
terest  to  Noe  Valley  residents  are  the 
slices  that  feature  Norris’  interpretation  of 
the  neighborhood  itself. 

“I  was  excited  to  be  able  to  comment 
on  Noe  Valley,  the  mothers  with  their 
strol  lers  and  the  people  jogging  with  their 
dogs.  I  did  this  subtle  thing  with  a  rabbit 
sipping  a  cup  of  Starbucks,  but  looking 
really  embarrassed  about  it,”  says  Norris, 
whose  work  often  features  cartoon  ani¬ 
mals  alongside  or  instead  of  people. 

In  homage  to  Herb’s,  another  of  Nor¬ 
ris’  toasts  showcases  the  diner’s  facade, 
based  on  a  photograph  in  the  book  San 
Francisco’s  Noe  Valley,  by  Bill  Yenne. 

“We  did  a  tribute  to  Herb’s.  It  was  here 
for  60  years....  Herb's  was  a  value  to  the 
neighborhood,”  says  Eddie  Naser. 

Those  new  to  the  24th  Street  Toast 
Eatery  will  find  the  same  hearty  menu 
that’s  offered  at  the  Church  and  Day  lo¬ 
cation.  Both  restaurants  serve  Boudin 
Bakery  breads,  Niman  Ranch  meats,  and 
certified  fair  trade  and  organic  coffee. 
They  also  try  to  use  organic  produce 
whenever  possible. 

The  most  popular  item?  Naser  says  it’s 


The  current  hot  spot  on  24th  Street  is 
Toast  Eatery,  Eddie  and  Kamal  Naser’s 
newly  opened  second  restaurant  in  Noe 
Valley.  Photo  by  Beverly  Tharp 

the  Toast  Combo  (two  eggs,  pancakes  or 
french  toast,  choice  of  meat,  hash  browns, 
$9.75).  Second  place  goes  to  the  classic 
burger  ($8.25).  Along  with  the  standards, 
options  like  a  tofu  egg  scramble,  the  24th 
Street  Omelet  (eggs  with  chicken  apple 
sausage,  spinach,  sun-dried  tomato,  and 
feta,  $9.50),  Belgian  waffles  ($5.50),  sal¬ 
ads,  specialty  sandwiches,  and  even  soju 
cocktails  keep  palettes  entertained. 

There’s  a  kids  menu  with  items  such  as 
silver-dollar  pancakes,  mini-cheeseburg¬ 
ers,  and  chicken  nuggets,  all  in  the  $3  to 
$5  range. 

<  “We  get  the  freshest  quality  possible 
and  everything’s  local,  but  we’re  not  try¬ 
ing  to  be  fancy  or  a  fancy  brunch  spot,  just 
a  simple,  hearty  breakfast,”  says  Naser. 

Toast  Eatery  is  open  for  lunch  and  din¬ 
ner,  too.  Hours  are  7  a.m.  to  10  p.m., 
Monday  through  Saturday,  and  1 0  a.m.  to 
5  p.m.  on  Sundays.  For  the  complete  menu, 
go  to  www.loasteatery.com.  For  the  scoop 
on  Norris,  see  www.sirronnorris.com. 


Beacon  College  Funding 
Solutions,  Inc. 

Corrigan  Financial,  Inc. 

1326  Castro  Street  at  24th  Street 
415-550-8040 

vvww.beaeoncolIegefunding.com 

www.corrfinancial.com 

About  a  year  and  a  half  ago,  inde¬ 
pendent  financial  adviser  Nancy  Corrigan 
noticed  she  was  receiving  a  rash  of  calls 
from  the  harried  parents  of  college-bound 
students.  The  source  of  their  anxiety?  A 
document  known  as  the  Free  Application 
for  Federal  Student  Aid,  or  FAFSA. 

“It’s  sort  of  like  trying  to  do  your  own 
taxes.  I’d  get  frantic  calls  at  10:30  at 
night,”  recalls  Corrigan,  who  is  a  char¬ 
tered  financial  analyst'  (CFA)  in  com¬ 
mand  of  her  own  financial  planning  firm, 
Corrigan  Financial. 

In  response  to  those  late-night  calls, 
Corrigan  founded  Beacon  College  Fund¬ 
ing  Solutions,  Inc.,  which  relocated  to  its 
Castro  Street  space  from  Diamond  Heights 
in  March  2008.  (The  spot  on  Castro,  next 
door  to  Hamano  Sushi,  was  formerly  oc¬ 
cupied  by  an  Allstate  insurance  office.) 

While  Corrigan,  50,  continues  to  offer 
wealth  management,  financial  planning,, 
estate  planning,  risk  management,  and  in¬ 
vestment  services  through  Corrigan  Fi¬ 
nancial,  her  most  recent  venture  is  aimed 
at  families  with  college-bound  kids. 

“What  makes  us  different  is,  number 
one,  we  sit  down  and  look  at  the  whole 
family,  and  we  work  with  the  family  all 
the  years  the  child  or  children  are  in  col¬ 
lege....  Our  overall  goal  is  to  help  fami¬ 
lies  send  all  of  their  children  to  the  col¬ 
lege  of  their  choice  in  a  financially  sound 
way,”  says  Corrigan,  onetime  director  of 
strategy  and  planning  for  the  University 
of  California’s  treasurer’s  office  and  a 
former  controller  with  the  investment  di¬ 
vision  of  CIGNA  Corporation. 

The  definition  of  “college-bound”  at 
Beacon  College  Funding  Solutions  might 
surprise  some  parents.  Asked  about  the 
ideal  time  to  start  planning  for  a  child’s 
college  education,  Corrigan  quips  that 
parents  should  begin  at  "about  the  eighth 
month  of  pregnancy” — and  she’s  only 
half  joking. 

That  said,  Corrigan  and  associate 
Grainger  Wyckoff,  Beacon’s  educational 
planning  counselor,  tailor  their  services  to 
families  with  high  school  students.  Key 
among  their  goals  is  helping  families  de¬ 
termine  how  much  they  will  have  to  con¬ 
tribute  toward  each  child’s  tuition  and 
how  to  achieve  that  without  depleting  re¬ 
tirement  accounts  or  otherwise  putting 
the  family  on  shaky  financial  ground. 

“We  work  with  families  to  say,  ‘What 
would  be  the  best  way  to  come  up  with 
that  money?”’  Corrigan  says. 

Beacon’s  fee  for  a  one-hour  consulta¬ 
tion  is  $250.  “In  one  hour,  we’ll  be  able  to 
tell  you,  ‘  Here’s  what  your  expected  fam¬ 
ily  contribution  will  look  like,  here’s  what 


Nancy  Corrigan  and  Grainger  Wyckoff 
(right)  share  their  expertise  on  educational 
financing  at  Beacon  College  Funding  Solutions 
and  Corrigan  Financial.  Photo  by  Beverly  Tharp 

the  schools  will  do,  and  here  are  some 
steps  you  can  take,”’  explains  Corrigan. 

Additional  packages — ranging  in  price 
from  $2,450  to  $3,450,  plus  $49  a  month 
per  student — offer  families  a  host  of  tools 
and  services. 

Working  together,  Corrigan  and  Wyck¬ 
off  help  students  and  their  parents  map 
out  a  financial  strategy;  prepare  for  and 
choose  the  right  school;  assess  federal, 
state,  and  college  financial-aid  options; 
complete  FAFSA  forms;  appeal  financial- 
aid  packages  once  they  are  awarded; 
screen  colleges  and  universities  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  projected  cost  of  attendance; 
and  meet  deadlines  for  college  and  fi¬ 
nancial-aid  applications.  They  also  pro¬ 
vide  college-preparatory  assistance  and 
materials  for  the  SAT  and  ACT  tests,  es¬ 
say-writing  help,  and  skills  assessment 
and  career  development  tips. 

“We  supplement  what  their  college 
counselors  do  to  help  [students]  achieve 
the  right  fit  so  they  can  be  successful  ac¬ 
ademically,”  Corrigan  says. 

Digging  deep  into  one’s  coffers  for  col¬ 
lege  tuition  may  not  be  the  most  thrilling 
of  chores,  she  tells  parents,  but  it’s  well 
worth  the  effort. 

“I  want  to  help  parents  understand 
what’s  going  on,  because  I  think  it’s  truly 
possible  in  the  U.S.  for  anyone  to  get  a 
college  education.” 

The  office  of  Beacon  College  Funding 
Solutions  and  Corrigan  Financial  is  open 
Monday  through  Friday,  8:30  a.m.  to  5:30 
p.m.  General  information  is  available  to 
walk-ins,  but  services  are  available  by  ap¬ 
pointment  only.  Beacon  College  Funding 
Solutions  also  offers  free  weekly  college 
financial  planning  seminars  open  to  mid¬ 
dle  and  high  school  students  and  their  par¬ 
ents.  These  informational  seminars  (no 
product  sales  are  involved)  are  being  held 
at  Fort  Mason  Center,  Landmark  Build¬ 
ing  C,  through  the  end  of  the  year.  Call 
415-550-8040  for  a  reservation. 


Overwhelmed? 

Talk  to  someone  who  can  help. 

Psychotherapy  &  Consultation 
4155  24th  St.  San  Francisco 

Call  415-505-0179  for  a  free  consultation. 

Licensed  Marriage  &  Family  Therapist  MFC  #43  762 
www.TherapistSF.com 


L.  Flick  Hatcher 


Martha 

^jBros. 


COFFEE  COMPANY 


SINCE  1987 

3868  24th  Street  •  641-4433 
1551  Church  (at  Duncan)  •  648-1  166 
745  Cortland  Avenue  •  642-7585 
2800  California  Street  •  931-2281 


We  Roast  Our  Own! 

• 

Offering  50  Varieties  of 
C-O'F'F'E’E 

by  the  pound  or  half-pound 

Custom  Drinks 
Healthy  Breakfasts 

Open  Monday  through  Friday 

5:30  a.  m.  to  8  p.  m. 
Saturdays  6  a.  m.  to  8  p.  m. 

Sundays  6 a.m.  to  7 p.m. 

Free  Bag  of 

40  FILTROPA  FILTERS 

With  purchase  of  any  1  lb.  of  coffee 
(except  those  on  sale) 

September  only,  with  this  ad 
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organic 

herbs  and  extracts 
vitamins  &  supplements 
natural  body  care 
homeopathy 


flower  essences 
aromatherapy 
unique  plant-inspired  gifts 


11:00  a.m.-6:30  p.m. 
Every  Day 

1173  Valencia  at  23rd  Street 
San  Francisco  CA  94110 
415-821-0997 


Soft  highlights  Bold  lowiights 


Beauty 


New  Hours:  Mon.- Thu.  5:3°  ~9!3° 
i.-  Sat.  5:30-10:00  Sun.  5:00  -  9  =  00 


Two  locations 
to  serve  you 


1599  Dolores  St. 
at  29th  St. 
415.550.1656 
and 

21 1  Church  St.,  Suite  A 
at  Market 
415.863.0703 


Reconditioning  Strai 
Curly  hair  experts  a\ 
Color  or  Sfraighter 

for  new  cliehts  only 


Open  7  Days 

www.hairplay.com 


4  Natural,  Organic  Products  #  Organic  Fruits  and  Vegetables 
#>  Quality  Selection  of  Domestic  &  Imported  Wines, 

Beer  &  Spirits 

♦  Fresh  Acme  Breads  Daily  ♦  Vitamin  Selection 
*§>  We  Carry  Rupam’s  Herbal  Products  ♦  Fresh  Flowers 

Your  Neighborhood  Health  Food  Store 

1400  Guerrero  Street  at  26th  Street 

415-282-6274  •  Open  Every  Day 

www.26thandGuerreroMarket.com 

Flours:  Mon  -  Fri  8  am  -  9:00  pm  •  Sat  -  Sun  9  am  -  9pm 


.  >  wuiMiui  j  u  uui  ii i  iii  uuyri  i  rie 

Italian  Island  of  Sardinia 

TO  SO  ORDERS  WELCOME  - 
FOR  PIZZA  LOVERSI 

Open:  Tues.  -  Sun.  •  5:30  -  10:00  p.m. 

291  30th  Street  at  Church  •  415-550-8114 
www.laciccia.com 


kir  Michael 


Bauer 


isco 


, 


Ristorante  Italiano 

Serving  Traditional,  Regional  Italian  Cuisine 
Homemade  Pasta.  Bread  and  Desserts 


Specializing  in  Risotto  made  to  order 
Wide  variety  of  Italian  Wines 

THREE  COURSES 

MENU  AVAILABLE  SUN.  -  THU.  $33 


$ 


'  JTi 


ifT,  Ip'  ^  ^  '0M 

737  Diamond  St.  at  24th  St.  415-282-  __ 


2007  Michelin  Rated 

gft  '  |  . 
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Florences 

FAMILY 

ALBUM 

Illustrated  Reminiscences 
by  Florence  Holub 


Mysterious  Comings 
and  Goings 

Editor's  Note:  In  this  essay,  first  published 
in  the  October  1995  Voice,  Florence  Holub, 
then  76,  wrote  about  a  summer  when  she 
and  husband  Leo  were  visited  by  wild  par¬ 
rots,  strange  piles  of  leaves,  and  a  small 
slimy  creature  with  personality. 

Whenever  I  have  to  leave  my  house 
on  foot,  I  like  to  return  by  walk¬ 
ing  over  the  top  of  the  Sanchez  hill,  tak¬ 
ing  in  the  spectacular  panorama  of  the 
city  as  I  descend  to  our  21st  Street 
home — a  warm  and  comfortable  brown 
shingled  dwelling  with  a  view  of  the 
city  from  the  northern  front  window. 

From  the  southern  rear  window,  my 
man  Leo  and  I  look  out  upon  a  growth 
of  luxuriant  greenery  that  accommo¬ 
dates  a  variety  of  birds,  insects,  and 
other  creepy-crawly  things.  Here  sun¬ 
shine  floods  the  kitchen/dining/work¬ 
room  area,  where  we  spend  most  of  the 
day  in  close  contact  with  our  backyard 
garden. 

Not  long  ago,  on  a  stifling  hot  day  at 
the  end  of  July,  the  unlikely  sound  of 
rainfall  captured  our  attention.  At  that 
same  moment,  Wendy,  our  next-door 
neighbor,  called  out  for  us 
to  come  look  at  the 
hawthorn  tree  in 
our  back  yard. 

There,  to  our 
astonishment, 
we  saw  six 
full-grown 
parrots  (not 
parakeets) 
making  their 
rain-like  sound 
by  cracking 
open  the 
hawthorn  berries 
with  their  hooked  beaks,  then  spitting 
out  what  they  didn’t  want.  They  contin¬ 
ued  feeding  for  15  minutes  or  so, 
moved  back  to  the  plum  tree  for  dessert, 
then  flew  away  in  unison, 'screeching 
like  rusty  hinges. 

For  the  next  couple  of  weeks,  they 
returned  many  times  each  day  for 
replenishment.  After  all,  it  takes  an 
enormous  amount  of  energy  to  fly! 

These  brilliantly  colored  parrots  had 
green  bodies  and  red  or  blue  topped  heads 
and  epaulets.  They  were  obviously  trop¬ 
ical  birds,  so  what  on  earth  were  they 


doing  in  our  neck  of  the  woods? 

Since  the  parrots  weren’t  talking  (just 
squawking!),  I  asked  Luis  Baptista, 
ornithology  curator  at  the  Academy  of 
Sciences  in  Golden  Gate  Park,  if  he 
could  shed  some  light  on  the  subject. 
Although  he  did  not  actually  see  the 
birds,  he  identified  them,  based  on  my 
description,  as  South  American  breeds. 
Those  with  red  crowns,  he  said, 
sounded  like  conures.  The  ones  with 
blue  heads  were  probably  blue-fronted 
Amazonas.  He  speculated  that  the  birds 
might  have  escaped  from  someone 
involved  in  the  legal — or  illegal — trad¬ 
ing  of  exotic  birds. 

Another  puzzling  event  occurred  this 
summer.  One  Sunday  morning  when  I 
went  out  to  get  the  paper  at  6  a.m.,  I 
observed  a  young  man  standing  in  front 
of  our  house,  looking  skyward  and 
whistling  repeatedly.  As  I  watched  and 
wondered,  he  offered  an  explanation, 
saying  that  his  bird  had  escaped  and 
was  sitting  on  the  edge  of  our  roof.  Since 
I  did  not  have  my  glasses  on,  I  saw 
nothing.  But  he  sounded  like  a  reason¬ 
able  enough  fellow,  so  I  went  back  in 
the  house  and  forgot  about  the  incident. 

A  few  days  later,  as  I  returned  home 
over  the  hill  after  one  of  my  walks,  I 
was  alarmed  to  see  a  tall  ladder — one 
that  should  not  have  been  there — rest¬ 
ing  against  the  eaves  of  our  peaked 
roof.  I  asked  Webb,  our  neighbor  who 
lives  closest  to  where  the  ladder  was 
placed,  if  he  had  put  it  there.  He  replied 
that  he  had  not.  On  the  contrary,  he  had 
assumed  that  we  had.  We  were  baffled! 

But  upon  further  thought,  I  recalled 
the  whistling  man,  so  I  phoned  Webb  to 
ask  him  if  anyone  living  in  his  building 
had  a  bird.  He  answered  yes — in  fact, 
one  of  them  owned  two  parakeets.  Since 
he  and  the  parakeet  owner  were  friends, 
he  promised  to  inquire. 

His  friend  did  indeed  turn  out  to  be 
the  man  whose  bird  had  escaped,  and 
the  one  who  had  raised  the  ladder  in 
order  to  nab  him.  In  his  happiness  over 
finding  his  feathered  friend,  however, 
he'd  forgotten  all  about  the  ladder, 
which  Webb  took  care  of  immediately. 

This  story  illustrates  how  inviting  an 
open  window  can  be  to  a  confined  bird 
— a  fact  that  may  account  for  the 
numerous  unlikely  species  which  visit 
our  garden  to  feed  and,  in  some  cases, 
to  multiply. 

Another  mysterious  and  rather  dis¬ 
turbing  event  took  place  a  week 
later,  when  a  man  rang  our  doorbell  say¬ 
ing  that  he  was  the  gardener  working  at 
the  Solomon  house  up  on  the  corner.  He 
said  that  although  he  usually  kept  all  of 
his  tools  in  his  truck,  he  had  forgotten 
his  rake  that  day  and  wondered  if  he 
could  borrow  ours. 

Leo  and  I  both  felt  suspicious  of  this 


fast-talking  character,  so  without  hesita¬ 
tion  we  replied  that  we  did  not  own  a 
rake.  The  man  then  offered  to  do  our 
yard  work  at  a  very  reasonable  price, 
but  we  declined,  saying  we  preferred  to 
attend  to  our  neglect  of  these  things  in 
our  own  manner. 

A  short  while  later,  we  looked  out  our 
front  window  and  were  shocked  to  see 
this  same  '‘gardener”  depositing  a  huge 
pile  of  clippings,  from  someone  else’s 
yard,  into  the  middle  of  our  driveway.  It 
was  10:30  a.m.,  so  we  warned  him  that 
we  had  to  drive  our  car  out  of  the 
garage  at  noon  and  that  the  haystack 
was  an  obstruction. 

He  blithely  promised  to  remove  it 
within  20  minutes.  After  an  hour,  he 
had  not  returned.  But  when  we  looked 
outside  a  little  later,  we  saw  that  the  pile 
had  been  divided,  with  one  half  on  each 
side  of  the  driveway,  leaving  just 
enough  room  for  our  car  to  pass. 

Leo  then  offered  a  glimmer  of  hope 
with  the  remark,  “At  least  he's  still 
around.” 

But  he  wasn’t.  We  soon  discovered 
that  our  good  neighbor  Angus  Pera, 
with  whom  we  had  spoken  earlier  in  the 
day  about  the  shifty  gardener,  had 
kindly  shoveled  a  path  for  our  car. 

When  we  returned  from  lunch,  the 
piles  were  still  there.  The  clippings 
apparently  had  a  new  home — ours! 

In  the  morning  Leo  put  a  note  under 
the  windshield  wiper  of  the  car  belong¬ 
ing  to  the  neighbor  whose  yard  the  clip¬ 
pings  came  from,  then  left  for  an 
appointment. 

When  he  returned  home  at  5  o'clock, 
the  note  was  still  there,  so  he  walked  up 
to  the  front  door  of  the  three-unit  apart¬ 
ment  building  and  rang  the  bell.  There 
was  no  response,  although  through  the 
window  he  could  see  someone  who 
appeared  to  be  asleep.  He  then  banged 
in  frustration  until  a  groggy  figure 
finally  opened  the  door. 

“I  am  looking  for  the  person  who 
dumped  garden  trimmings  in  my  drive¬ 
way,”  Leo  stated  emphatically. 

"They  were  supposed  to  be  hauled 
away,  but  it  didn’t  happen,”  came  the 
reply.  Leo  then  asked  how  those  clip¬ 
pings  had  managed  to  transport  them¬ 
selves  50  feet  into  his  driveway. 

“The  wind  must  have  blown  them 
there,”  the  man  ventured,  indicating  that 
he  did  not  have  a  clue. 

Nevertheless,  Leo  continued,  the  pile 
had  been  in  our  driveway  for  two  days, 
and  if  it  was  not  removed  at  once,  he 
would  be  forced  to  take  measures! 

Within  20  minutes  a  truck  appeared 
to  collect  and  haul  the  clippings  to  a 
conspicuous  spot  up  the  street,  where  on 
the  following  day  (our  block's  curbside 
pickup  day)  Sunset  Scavenger  would 
not  be  able  to  overlook  them. 

Sure  enough,  the  next  day  the  clip¬ 


pings  were  gone,  along  with  the  so- 
called  gardener,  whom,  according  to  the 
Solomons’  legitimate  gardener,  no  one 
had  ever  heard  of! 

We  dispose  of  our  own  clippings  a 
little  at  a  time  by  cutting  them 
into  small  enough  pieces  to  fit  in  our 
garbage  cans.  The  quickest  route  from 
our  garden  to  our  cans  is  in  through  the 
back  door  of  the  house  and  out  through 
the  front. 

A  few  months  ago,  as  I  trudged 
through  the  house  with  an  armful  of 
clippings,  some  little  garden  creature 
must.have  bailed  out  and  taken  up  resi¬ 
dence  in  our  rear  all-purpose  room.  We 
discovered  shining  evidence  of  his  pres¬ 
ence  when  we  looked  down  at  the  rug 
one  morning  and  saw  several  wriggling 
silver  trails  left  by  what  we  could  only 
assume  was  a  snail. 


The  paths  were  so  fragile  that  they 
disappeared  during  the  day  as  we 
walked  over  them,  but  by  morning  more 
tracks  had  been  created.  Leo  and  I  got 
down  on  our  hands  and  knees  and  fol¬ 
lowed  the  trails,  trying  to  find  our  little 
friend’s  hideout.  But  we  did  not  suc¬ 
ceed,  even  though  he  embellished 
almost  every  inch  of  our  seven-by-nine- 
foot  synthetic  carpet. 

Given  the  absence  of  water  and 
plants,  we  wondered  where  he  was  get¬ 
ting  his  nourishment.  Leo  argued  that  he 
ate  rugs!  Perhaps  he  did,  because  it 
seems  that  for  everything  we  grow  or 
own,  something  else  is  always  waiting 
to  nibble  on  it! 

One  morning  in  early  September  we 
spotted  something  moving  slowly 
across  the  rug.  It  proved  to  be  our  noc¬ 
turnal  visitor,  a  mottled-brown,  three- 
inch-long  garden  slug. 

To  observe  it  more  closely,  I  got 
down  on  my  knees,  clutching  a  magni¬ 
fying  glass.  Unfortunately,  the  thick 
lens  of  my  dilapidated  instrument  fell 
off  and  landed  on  the  little  mollusk’s 
head,  causing  him  to  retract  into  a  round 
walnut  shape. 

He’s  a  goner,  I  thought,  and  was 
about  to  administer  last  rites,  when  the 
slug  re-extended  himself  and  began 
making  a  beeline  for  the  garden.  As  Leo 
and  1  watched,  he  slithered  away,  disap¬ 
pearing  under  the  narrow  space  at  the 
bottom  of  the  door. 

In  the  following  week,  we  discovered 
a  series  of  shiny,  well-traveled  paths 
leading  from  our  deck  to  the  garden  soil 
below. 

Before  long,  however,  the  little  crea¬ 
ture  will  be  gone — gone  like  the  parrots, 
the  berries,  and  the  summer  itself.  ■ 


by  Alexis  E.  Fajardo 


Juest  For  Fun 


3982  24th  Street,  San  Francisco 
415.285.4068  www.justforfun.invitations.com 


3961  24th  Street,  San  Francisco 
415.695.0506  www.artsakesf.com 


see  the  strip  online  at:  www.artsakesf.com 
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Adventures  in  Fitness 


“M-loween  parties! 

Call  Pal  Mel  415/550-MU 
(415)  550-7257 
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GLEN  PARK  DENTAL 

Beautiful  Smiles  for  Life 

CENERAL  &.  SEDATION  DENTISTRY  |  EXTREME  MAKEOVERS 


\ 

“I  used  to 
hate  going  to 
the  dentist. 

Thfc  team  at 
Glen  Park  Dental 
has  always  made 
sure  that  I'm 
comfortable  while 
taking  care  of  me. 

Now  1  have  the 
beautiful  smile 
that  I’ve  always 
wanted... 

without  the  fear." 

V _ ) 


r 


Address  590  Bosworth  Street 

OUR  NEW  OFFICE  IS  CONVENIENTLY  LOCATED 
DIRECTLY  ACROSS  FROM  THE  GLEN  PARK  BART  STATION 


Telephone  (415)585-1500 
Online  www.glenparkdental.com 

v  _ _ _ J 


HEART + 
HANDS= 
HOSPICE 


BECOME  A  VOLUNTEER! 


Hospice  care  is  a  team  program  for  terminally 
ill  patients  and  their  caregivers  which  supports 
patients  in  remaining  home  for  as  long  as 
possible.  Volunteers  provide  companionship, 
caregiver  relief,  and  other  support  to  families 
and  caregivers.  All  volunteers  are  provided 
extensive  training  and  ongoing  support  and 
education.  Once  trained,  they  have  the  free¬ 
dom  to  structure  their  hours  during  the  week 
or  evenings  and  weekends. 

If  interested  in  finding  out  more,  please  visit 
the  website  below  or  contact  Bernard  Douglas 
by  e-mail  or  phone. 

http://groups.yahoo.com/group/KPHV/ 

Bernard.Douglas@kp.org 

415  833  3173 


GLEN 

PARK 


HARDWARE 


OPEN  6  DAYS 

Plumbing  •  Electric  •  Glass 
Pipe  Threading  •  Keys 
Home  &  Garden  Supplies 
Pittsburgh  Paints 

Mon.  to  Sat.  until  5:30  p.m. 


685  CHENERY  at  DIAMOND 


HOMEBIRTH 

IN 

NOE 

VALLEY 

Homebirth 

Labor  Support 
Well-Woman  Exams 
Prenatal  Counseling 
Cervical  Caps 

Maria  A.  lorillo 
Licensed  Midwife 
415  285-9233 

A • A « A* A* A 

Midwifery  Care 
to  understand 
and  experience 
the  beauty  and 
power  of  birth 

A‘A‘A‘A 

WISEWOMAN 

CHILDBIRTH 

TRADITIONS 

www.wisewomanchildbirth.com 

As  one  client  said,  "I  consider  them  miracle  workers,  but  really, 
it  is  their  knowledge,  their  intuition,  and  their  hard  work  that 
create  what  appears  as  a  miracle."  To  realize  your  dream,  call 
the  team  with  the  experience  you  can  count  on! 


Steve  &  Debbie  Dells 

415.674.6555 

415.674.6556 

dells@zephyrsf.com 

www.dells2.com 


Why  do  some  homes  sell  faster  and  for  more  money? 


You  can  always  find  us  in  the  City's  hottest  neighborhoods! 

We  have  been  finding  Buyers  the  home  of  their  dreams  and 
helping  Sellers  realize  the  potential  of  their  home  investment 
for  over  33  years  combined.  Tell  us  your  dream— moving  in  or 
moving  on — we  can  make  it  happen  for  you! 


Here's  what  recent  homeowners  had  to  say  about  working 
with  Steve  &  Debbie: 


"Thank  you  very  much  for  selling  our  home,  for  selling  it  so  quickly  and  for  so 
much  over  asking  price.  Because  of  your  know-how  and  thoughtfulness,  we 
felt  relieved  to  have  you  handle  the  showing  and  the  sale.  Your  vision  of  how 
the  house  could  look  definitely  paid  off!" 

— Received  multiple  offers  and  sold  25%  over  asking,  April  2008 


“Steve  and  Debbie  Dells  made  the  whole  process  of  selling  my  home  easy. 
Their  enthusiasm  was  contagious  and  their  professionalism  impeccable.  Most 
importantly  I  trusted  them.  My  thanks  to  them  for  everything." 

— Received  multiple  offers  and  sold  for  74%  over  asking,  July  2008 


"From  the  very  beginning  we  knew  we  were  in  excellent  hands.  They  guided  us 
through  the  process,  helped  us  to  price  it  right  given  our  situation,  and  advised 
us  how  to  present  our  home  to  its  best  advantage.  In  the  end,  we  received 
multiple  offers  over  our  asking  price  and  closed  very  quickly.  At  every  step  of 
the  process,  it  was  such  a  pleasure  to  work  with  the  Dells,  and  we  couldn't  have 
been  more  thrilled  with  the  results." 

—Received  multiple  offers  and  sold  for  6%  over  asking,  July  2008 


m  @r- 


COLE  VALLEY  CONDO 

SALE  PENDING!  Received  eight  offers  in  five  days! 
In  contract  10%  over  asking.  August  2008 
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Pet  Sitting  & 
Behavioral  Consultations 


415.282. PETS 


Specializing  in  the  needs  of  cats  info@myfurryfriend.net 


Bonded  &  Insured 
Member  of  NAPPS 


www . x o  eke  tdogrescue.org 
415.642.4786  P.O.  Box  460826 
San  Francisco,  CA  94146 


» 1°/  feri 
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NOE  VALLEY  PET  COMPANY 

A  STORE  FOR  CATS  &  DOGS 


Featuring  the  largest  selection 
of  dog  collars  in  San  Francisco. 


1451  Church  Street 
at  Cesar  Chavez  St. 

phone:  415  282  7385 
www.noevalleypet.com 


Glen  Park 
NEIGHBORS 


Electric 

(415)  648-2609 

Michael  Ballingall 

Affordable  Rates 


243  Chenery  Street 
San  Francisco  94131 

License  No.  479313 


653  CHENERY 
SAN  FRANCISCO 
415.586.3733 
BIRD-BECKEn.COM 

7  DAYS  A  WEEK 


BOOKS  &  RECORDS 


P€T 

OTTP 

where  pets  do 
what  pets  love 


Every  pet  has  dreams.  When  they  have  to  be  away 
from  home,  those  dreams  can  still  come  true;  from 
swimming  to  running  with  their  best  buds.  Let  your 
dog  or  cat  dream  at  one  of  our  two  San  Francisco 
campgrounds.  415.282.0700/petcamp.com 


*New  clients  only.  ©  2008  Pet  Camp  Inc. 
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Ginger  is  one  of  our  best  teachers. 

At  Children’s  Day  School,  we  believe  in  giving  kids  the 
room  and  inspiration  to  grow.  That’s  why  we  provide  our 
preschoolers  through  eighth  graders  with  one  of  the  largest 
outdoor  school  spaces  in  San  Francisco,  filled  with  farm  animals 
and  an  enchanting  organic  garden.  It’s  the  perfect  setting 
for  an  educational  program  that  is  project-based,  integrated 
across  academic  disciplines  and  grounded  in  the  concept  of 
social  responsibility.  Our  curriculum  instilts  a  passion  for  learning 
and  fosters  an  attitude  of  care  for  self,  for  others,  for  ideas  and 
for  the  environment. 

We  invite  you  to  meet  our  dedicated  team  of  educators. 
To  schedule  a  tour  and  to  find  out  about  our  sliding  scale  tuition, 
call  Aimee  Giles  at  4 1 5-86 1  -5432. 


333  Dolores  Street  (btw.  16th  &  17th),  San  Francisco 
4 1 5-86 1  -5432  /  www.cds-sf.org 


St.  Paul’s  Church 

Saturday  School  of  Religion 

Invites  all  children  who  are  in  the  grades  of 
Kindergarten  through  Eighth,  who  attend  public 
or  private  non-Catholic  schools  to  join  with 
other  children  in  learning  about  God  and 
their  Catholic  faith! 

Classes  are  held  on  Saturday  mornings 
FROM  9:30  A.M.  TO  1  1  A.M. 
in  St.  Paul’s  Elementary  School. 

Join  with  other  children  to  have  fun,  share 
your  love  of  God  and  Jesus  and  have 
your  questions  answered! 

Registration  for  this  program  will  be  after 
all  the  Sunday  Masses  in  the  Parish  Center 
on  the  weekends  of  August  24th,  August  31st 
and  September  7thy  2008 

Classes  Start  Saturday 
September  13th  9:30  -  11  a.m. 

( 

St.  Paul’s  School  -  1690  Church  Street 

For  more  information,  please  contact 
Dorothy  Vigna  (415)  648-7538 


Mel 

Murphy 
(415)  648-1200 

mmurphy@mobrei.com 


Murphy 

& 

O'Brien 

Real  Estate  Investments,  Inc. 


Luke 
O'Brien 
(415)  516-8488 

lobrien@mobrei.com 


Great  Income  Property  Along 
Valencia  Corridor 


5-1  bedroom  units,  3  studios  (1 
unwarranted)  &  1  large  commercial 
space.  Close  to  BART,  freeway 
access  &  restaurants.  Approx.  6,090 
sq.  ft.  Lot  size  40  x  85.  All  units 
currently  rented 


Total  Annual  Rental  Income  -  $174,158.76 
Total  Annual  Expenses  -  $17,902 
Cap  Rate  -  6.86% 

$2,279,000 


Potrero  Hill  Fixer  and 
Separate  Apt.  on  Same  Lot 


•  3  bedroom,  2  bath  single 
family  home 

•  1  bedroom,  1  bath  apartment 

•  Bay  Bridge  views 

•  Potential  for  expanison 

•  Undeveloped  basement  area 

•  Great  location 


Excellent  Investment 
Property  in  the  Excelsior 


Vacant  2  unit  building.  Both 
with  2  bd/1  bath  with  separate 
unit  ideal  for  office  or  extra  bed¬ 
room.  1  car  parking  with  remote 
control  access 

X  sold\ 


INTIMATE,  SIMPLE  AND 
UNDENIABLY  GLOBAL 


|  menus  and  more  visit  pomelosf.com 


outer  noe  valley 

1793  church  street  san  francisco  ca  94131  /  415  285  2257 
brunch:  Saturday  and  Sunday  10:00  -  2:30 
dinner:  nightly  5:30 

inner  sunset 

92  judah  street  san  francisco  ca  94122  /  415  731  6175 
lunch:  monday  to  friday  11:30-  2:00 
dinner:  nightly  5:30 


4153  24th  St.  •  San  Francisco,  CA  94114 
Ph.  415.648.1200  Fax  415.648.1213 
www.murphyobrienre.com 


pomelo 


ADDA  CLEVENGER 

Junior  Preparatory  and 
Theater  School  for  Children 
Grades  K  —  8 


Where  children  get  more  from  their  time  spent  in  school 


Academics  •  Athletics  •  Arts 


Longer  School  Day  and  Year 
In  Keeping  with  International  Standards 

All  students  of  the  school  are  members  of  the 

ADDA  CLEVENGER  YOUTH  CHORUS 
OF  SAN  FRANCISCO 

Choristers  receive  a  well  rounded  education  and  many 
opportunities  to  perform.  No  previous  training  is  required. 

Year-round  enrollment  if  space  available 

Please  call  for  ah  interview  appointment 
180  Fair  Oaks  Street 

in  Noe  Valley,  one  block  east  of  Dolores  and  23rd  Street 

(415)  824-2240 

www.addaclevenger.org 
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St.  Paul’s  School 

Where  Tradition  and  the  Future  Meet 
To  Insure  Academic  Excellence  for  Our  Children 


For  over  90  years,  St.  Paul’s  School  has  been  educating  the  children  of  Noe  Valley  and 
the  Mission.  It's  reputation  for  academic  excellence  is  unsurpassed.  And  now,  adding  to 
the  richness  of  this  legacy,  St.  Paul’s  proudly  educates  its  students  in  the  most  modern 
school  building  in  Noe  Valley. 

Opened  in  1 999,  the  new  St.  Pauls  School  is  designed  from  the  ground  up  for  the 
educational  needs  of  the  21st  century.  Fully  Cat  5  wired  for  the  Internet,  St.  Paul’s 
offers  your  child  the  teachers  and  the  tools  to  excel  academically  in  a  warm,  friendly 
and  welcoming  environment.  We  invite  you  and  your  family  to  come  visit  and  see 
for  yourself.  Become  part  of  a  great  community  committed  to  ensuring  the  finest 
education  possible  for  our  children. 


To  learn  more,  or  to  schedule  a  school  tour, 

call  us  at  415.648.2055 

Or  visit  us  on  the  web  at  www.stpaulsf.net 


St.  Paul’s  School 
1690  Church  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  94131 


"Hayes  on  24th.  The  Hayes  family  tends  to  take  over  when  they  visit  24th  Street.  Anna  (left)  and  Gillian  back  up  their  brothers  Gavin  and  Vaughn  (in  cap). 


Photo  by  Pamela  Gerard 
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Traditional  medical  care 
and  integrative  health  services 
...  in  your  neighborhood. 

The  Noe  Volley  Clinic  is  a  new  concept  in  healthcare  —  combining 
the  best  of  evidence-based,  traditional  medical  care  and  the 
expertise  of  integrative  medicine  specialists. 

Our  doctors  are  highly  trained  to  manage  your  health  care 
needs,  from  routine  exams  to  complicated  medical  conditions. 

We  also  offer  integrative  services  such  as  naturopathic  medicine, 
acupuncture,  Chinese  herbal  medicine,  and  nutrition  counseling  to 
enhance  our  patient  care. 

We  offer  a  variety  of  benefits  that  set  us  apart  from  other  family 
practices  including: 

•  Same-day  appointments 

-  Experienced  and  trusted  physicians  and  providers 

•  Longer,  more  personalized  office  visits 

•  Email  access  to  your  clinician 

•  Online  services  including  personal  health  records 

We  offer  all  of  this  for  an  annual  membership  fee  of  just  $  129. 

In  addition,  we  accept  most  forms  of  health  insurance  (including 
HMOs,  PPOs  and  Medicare). 

To  learn  more  about  our  doctors,  integrative  providers  and  services, 
visit  us  in  person  or  at  www.noeclinic.com 


Whether  you  are  on  a  hill  or  in  the  valley 

FOR  ALL  YOUR  REAL  ESTATE  NEEDS... 
ALWAYS  DEMAND  THE  BEST 

Let  Mendel  Handle  It 


Daniel  Mendel,  Real  Estate  Agent 

Top  Producer  -  President’s  Premier  -  Top  1  Percent  Internationally 
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Coldwell  Banker 
2633  Ocean  Ave.  at  19th 
San  Francisco,  CA  94132 


St.  Philip  Preschool 

Located  in  the  Heart  of  Noe  Valley 


Now  enrolling  for  Fall  2008" 

A  year-round  enriched 
Pre-kindergarten  program  for 
children  who  will  be  4  years  of 
age  by  September  1,  2008. 

Monday  through  Thursday 
afternoons,  12:30  to  4:30  pm 


Please  call  for  more  information  and 
to  schedule  a  pre-kindergarten  tour. 


1387  Valencia  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  941 10 


www.synergyschool.org 

(415)  567-6177 


CASTRO  COMPUTER  SERVICES 


Sales  •  Service  •  Networking  •  Support 


m.' 

/fm\ 

\tV[RY) 

Microsoft 

CERTIFIED 

Mac 

\£4£/ 

Systems  Engineer 

Convenient  ON  and  OFF  Site  Service! 

826-6678 

email:  ccs@CastroComputerServices.com 


1500  Castro  SI.  @  25th  St. 
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New  principal  Bita  Nazarian  is  looking  forward  to  boosting  students’  confidence — and  test 
scores — at  James  Lick  Middle  School  on  Noe  Street.  Photos  by  Pamela  Gerard 


Ana  Lunardi,  who  returns  to  Fairmount  Elementary  as  principal  this  year,  will  have  her  hands 
full,  as  students  from  two  nearby  schools  will  be  temporarily  sharing  the  campus. 


SCHOOL 

REPORT 


/n  this  month's  School  Report,  parents  Heidi 
Anderson  and  Jan  Gohen  contribute  fea¬ 
tures  on  the  enthusiastic  new  principals  at  two 
local  public  schools. 

Assistant  Principal  Takes 
Reins  at  James  Lick 

Bita  Nazarian  Begins  with  a  Bonus: 
More  Teachers,  Smaller  Classes 

By  Heidi  Anderson 

The  auditorium  was  packed  on  a  recent 
Friday  night  at  James  Lick  Middle 
School  as  Principal  Bita  Nazarian  took 
the  floor  and  welcomed  nearly  200  fam¬ 
ilies  to  their  child’s  new  school.  Parents 
leaned  in  to  hear  Nazarian  describe  every¬ 
thing  from  new  art  classes  to  PE.  uni¬ 
forms,  in  both  English  and  fluent  Span¬ 
ish.  A  string  of  teachers  then  “detailed” 
to  the  eager  group. 

This  is  Nazarian’s  first  year  as  princi¬ 
pal,  but  she  is  a  familiar  figure  on  the 
James  Lick  campus  at  Noe  and  25th 
streets.  She  joined  the  staff  as  assistant 
principal  three  years  ago  with  Principal 
Carmelo  Sgarlato,  who  moved  on  this  fall 
to  the  top  job  at  School  of  the  Arts  (SOTA). 

During  a  busy  Saturday  at  the  office, 
greeting  new  teachers  and  working  on  the 
master  schedule,  Nazarian  took  a  moment 
to  talk  about  her  plans  for  the  school. 

“We  will  be  sustaining  but  also  strength¬ 
ening  the  work  we’ve  been  doing,  all  the 
elements  of  teaching  that  relate  to  our  stu¬ 
dents’  rising  test  scores,”  says  Nazarian, 
“and  we’ll  continue  working  together  to 
share  teaching  strategies  so  all  students 
can  do  better.” 

To  make  sure  this  happens,  teachers 
will  have  an  hour  each  day  to  plan  lessons 
together,  and  two  Wednesdays  a  month 
will  continue  to  be  set  aside  for  school¬ 
wide  planning  and  professional  seminars 
(known  as  “early  release  days”). 

“Our  teachers  are  all  great,  but  the 
more  we  learn  from  each  other,  the  better 
we  all  become.” 

Test  scores  have  risen  rapidly  at  Lick 
during  the  past  three  years,  but  this  year 
showed  a  less  dramatic  gain.  Nazarian  ex¬ 
pected  this.  “It’s  normal  to  level  off  a  lit¬ 
tle  at  this  point.” 

But  to  make  sure  scores  do  continue  to 
rise,  Nazarian  is  bringing  in  experts  from 
a  group  called  California  Subject  Matter 
Projects,  to  help  students  tackle  academic 
language — words  students  encounter  in 
textbooks,  such  as  “categorize”  and  “in¬ 
dicate” — that  might  slow  them  down  as 
they  read. 

“One  thing  we’re  good  at  right  now,” 
says  Nazarian,  “is  moving  a  lot  of  our  kids 
from  low  scores  to  basic  scores.  We  want 
to  focus  on  getting  more  of  them  from  basic 
to  proficient  and,  of  course,  to  advanced.” 

Art  and  Music,  Outside  and  In 

Nazarian  is  joined  by  her  new  assistant 
principal,  Marilyn  Zoller  Koral,  who  was 
most  recently  assistant  principal  at  Law- 
ton  K-8,  and  has  taught  at  Everett  Middle 
School.  Within  days  of  her  arrival,  Koral 
had  maintenance  crews  in  the  building 
who  took  down  and  cleaned  all  the  chan¬ 
deliers  in  the  large  Art  Deco  auditorium, 
brightening  the  space  for  the  new  fami¬ 
lies  the  night  of  orientation. 

Koral  has  a  background  in  art  and  is 
passionate  about  the  school  building, 
which  is  now  75  years  old. 

“This  is  a  beautiful  building,”  says  Ko¬ 
ral.  “It  just  needs  some  tender  loving  care. 
But  what  I’m  most  excited  about,”  adds 
Koral,  “is  the  strong  and  growing  arts 
program  at  this  school. 


Lick  now  boasts  arts  electives  such  as 
Ballet  Folklorico,  chorus,  crafts,  and  Blue 
Bear  School  of  Music  rock  ’n’  roll.  In  ad¬ 
dition,  visual  arts  classes  continue  to  at¬ 
tract  young  artists  to  the  schodl’s  large 
basement  studio.  For  students  with  a  taste 
for  Broadway,  this  year’s  spring  musical 
will  be  Bye  Bye  Birdie,  set  for  early  March. 

Community  Potluck  Sept.  25 

Some  other  news  for  James  Lick  this 
fall: 

Thanks  to  a  Quality  Education  Invest¬ 
ment  Act  (QEIA)  grant,  there  are  more 
teachers  this  year.  Middle  school  class 
sizes  can  be  as  large  as  33  in  San  Fran¬ 
cisco’s  public  schools,  but  Lick’s  classes 
are  approximately  25  students  for  each 
academic  class. 

The  school  day  starts  at  8:30  a.m. 
(adult  supervision  for  students  who  arrive 
early  begins  at  8  a.m.  in  the  schoolyard) 
and  lets  out  at  3:30  p.m.  Early  release 
days  continue  this  year,  which  means  the 
school  day  ends  at  12:30  p.m.  on  the  first 
and  third  Wednesday  of  the  month  to  al¬ 
low  time  for  teacher  training  and  interde¬ 
partmental  meetings. 

Back  to  School  Night  will  be  Thursday, 
Sept.  1 8,  at  6  p.m.  Parents  will  attend  their 
child’s  classes  to  meet  teachers  and  learn 
what  the  curriculum  is  for  the  year. 

The  Community  Potluck  and  PTSA 
meeting  will  be  Thursday,  Sept.  25,  at  6 
p.m.  in  the  school  cafeteria.  All  new  and 
returning  families  are  invited  to  bring  a 
favorite  dinner  dish  and  get  acquainted 
with  each  other. 

Prospective  families  for  next  year  can 
get  a  tour  of  the  school  on  Tuesdays  this 
fall  starting  Oct.  7,  from  9  to  10  a.m.,  be¬ 
ginning  at  the  school  office. 

Open  House,  for  families  wanting  to 
enroll  their  child  next  year,  will  be  the 
evening  of  Friday,  Nov.  14.  ■ 


Fairmount  Principal  Faces  a 
Bundle  of  Bungalows 

‘Togetherness’  Is  the  Theme  for 
Ana  Lunardi’s  School  Family 

By  Jan  Goben 

As  she  prepares  to  take  on  the  role  of 
principal  at  Fairmount  Elementary 
School  on  Chenery  Street,  Ana  Lunardi 
knows  she’s  got  a  lot  on  her  plate.  But  she 
also  knows  that,  in  a  sense,  she’s  coming 
home  again. 

“This  is  my  19th  year  with  the  San 
Francisco  School  District,  and  I'm  so 
happy  to  be  back  at  Fairmount,  where  I 
taught  kindergarten  years  ago  and 
watched  the  beginnings  of  the  Spanish- 
immersion  program,  which  has  been  flour¬ 
ishing  under  all  the  great  teachers  here.” 

Lunardi,  who  moved  to  San  Francisco 
from  El  Salvador  when  she  was  7  years 
old,  started  attending  school  over  the  hill, 
at  Glen  Park  School,  when  she  first  ar¬ 
rived  in  the  city.  When  she  began  her  ca¬ 
reer  as  a  teacher,  she  went  back  to  Glen 


Park,  teaching  kindergarten.  She  taught  in 
a  Spanish  bilingual  program,  which  dif¬ 
fers  from  Spanish  immersion  in  that  it 
aims  to  teach  native  Spanish  speakers 
how  to  speak,  read,  and  write  in  English. 
(Immersion  teaches  students  from  both 
languages  how  to  use  both  languages.) 

After  teaching  at  Glen  Park,  Lunardi 
moved  on  to  teach  kindergarten  at  Fair- 
mount  for  four  years.  She  taught  at 
Moscone  for  a  few  years,  then  was  prin¬ 
cipal  at  Monroe,  and  then  worked  as  a 
coach  helping  new  teachers  learn  the. 
ropes. 

Lunardi  has  two  grown  children  and 
three  grandchildren,  ages  3,  6,  and  10. 

Last  year,  she  took  a  sabbatical  year, 
and  she  and  her  husband  (her  high  school 
sweetheart  from  Lincoln  High)  traveled 
extensively  around  the  United  States,  in¬ 
cluding  Montana,  Oregon,  Idaho,  Nevada, 
and  her  first  visit  to  the  Grand  Canyon  in 
Arizona.  They  also  traveled  around  El  Sal¬ 
vador,  bringing  with  them  their  10-year- 
old  grandson,  who  attends  the  Spanish- 
immersion  program  at  Monroe  Elementary. 

“It  was  wonderful  to  see  him  play  with 
the  children  he  met  and  use  the  Spanish 
he  has  learned  at  school  in  San  Francisco 
to  make  new  friends  in  El  Salvador,”  she 
says.  “My  daughter  resisted  learning 
Spanish  when  she  was  growing  up,  but 
now  it  is  very  important  to  her  that  her  son 
speaks  Spanish.  She  was  very  happy  that 
I  took  him  to  El  Salvador.” 

Lunardi  has  been  working  at  Fair- 
mount  since  the  beginning  of  August, 
meeting  the  teachers,  getting  organized 
for  the  beginning  of  school,  and  trying  to 
explain  to  everyone  who  stops  by  what  all 
the  bungalows  are  doing  in  the  lower  yard. 

The  answer  to  that  question:  As  the 
school  district  works  to  make  the  build¬ 
ings  handicapped-accessible  at  Kate 
Kennedy  Child  Development  Center  and 
Mission  Education  Center  (both  at  1670 
Noe  Street),  the  students  and  their  teach¬ 
ers  will  hold  classes  in  bungalows  at  Fair- 
mount.  Fairmount  in  turn  will  move  into 
the  bungalows  next  year,  when  the  Kate 
Kennedy /Mission  students  are  back  in 
their  new,  improved  classrooms  and  while 
Fairmount  gets  its  own  ADA  (Americans 
with  Disabilities  Act)  upgrade. 

Lunardi  has  met  with  the  principal  and 
teachers  at  Mission  Education  and  Kate 
Kennedy,  and  they  all  made  a  pact  to 
work  as  a  team  this  year  while  they  are 
sharing  a  small  space,  she  says. 

“I  know  there  are  concerns  about  the 
bungalows,  but  we  all  agree  that  we  are 
in  this  together,  and  these  children  are  all 
of  our  children.  We  will  work  together  to 
help  the  kids,  and  make  sure  they  get  to 
know  each  other  and  enjoy  each  other's 
company.” 

Lunardi  met  many  parents  and  students 
at  last  spring’s  FiestaVal,  and  she  appre¬ 
ciates  that  people  have  been  stopping  by 
the  office  to  help  her  out  in  the  weeks  be¬ 
fore  school.  “I’m  glad  we've  got  an  in¬ 
volved  PTA  and  an  active  parent  com¬ 
munity,”  Lunardi  says.  "This  first  year. 
I’m  going  to  observe  and  build  on  what 
we’re  doing  well,  while  getting  to  know 
everyone.”  ■ 


The  ONLY  school  in  San  Francisco  offering 
all  this...under  ONE  ROOF!  iK/ONt/- 

5th  grade 


Daily  OTganic  vegetarian  meals 
Cooking  classes  as  part  of  the  curriculum 
Cool  camp  (overnight  tTips  to  Yosemite) 
Spanish  language  &  culture 
Dance,  Capoeira  &  Performing  Arts 
Slingerland  tutor  on  staff 
“Dirt  Mountain” 

Tnps  to  Mexico 
PLUS... 

out  progressive 
academic  curriculum 


415-821-1434 
1335  Guerrero  Street 
www.KatherineMichielsSchool.org 


nCW„ 


have enoush 
color-by-number  people 
We  need  kids  who  can  think! 99 
Bev  Boss  (educator) 
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Center  for  Child  &  Family  Development 

36  Monterey  Blvd.,  San  Francisco,  California  94131 


Counseling  to  Adults,  Couples, 
Adolescents,  Children  &  Families 


Depression 
Anxiety 
School 
Difficulties 
'  Peer  Pressure 
1  Bullying 


Relationships 

Life 

Transitions 

Grief/Loss 

Anger 


415-239-9300 

www.usfca.edu/familycenter 

usftherapist@gmail.com 

Sliding-Scale  Fees 


Conveniently  located  close  to  Glen  Park  BART  station,  freeway  and  MUNI  lines 


Monday 

6:00-6:55pm 

Tuesday 

12:00-12:55pm 

7:30-8:25pm 

Wednesday 

l:30-2:25pm 

6:00-6:55pm 

Thursday 

5:30-6:25pm 

Friday 

10:30-1 1:30am 

Saturday 

10:30-ll:30am 


Fall  Schedule 

Drop  in  or  Register  On-line 
Pilates— Mat  CitV^QrCl 

T&p'D© 

Pilates — Mat 

Intro  to  Reformer  Class  (9/23-10/7)* 

Intro  to  Reformer  Class  (9/10-9/24)* 
Pilates  Mat  with  Props  Series  (9/10-9/24)* 

Pre-Natal  Pilates  and  Yoga  (9/18-10/16)* 


Pilates — Mat  with  Props 


Pilates — Mat 


*  Pre-registration 
Required 


1414  Castro  Street 
between  Jersey  &  25th 

415.282.8850 


www.SpringPilates.com  4uive^ 


>» 


The  ODC  School  Youth  &  Teen  Program 
Dance  classes  for  kids  ages  2-17 

Sample  free  classes  September  7,2008  at  our  Family  Day  Open  House! 


HIP  HOP 
TAP 

BALLET 

CONTEMPORARY 

CHOREOGRAPHY 

AFRICAN 

SALSA 

AERIAL 


MENTION  CODE  NVV  FOR  10%  OFF  TUITION 

Cali  to  enroll  your  child  today:  415.863.9830  x  220 

Session  1:  Sept  15-Dec  14,2008  •  Session  2:  Jan  5-May  17,2009 


i.org 


ODC  DANCE  COMMONS  •  351  Shotwell  St,SF  •  odcscl 


St.  Philip  School 


Located  in  the  Heart  of  Noe  Valley 


Welcome  to  the  Class  of  201 7! 

St.  Philip  School  thanks  all  new  and 

returning  students  for  a  great  start  to  the 

2009  school  year  and  is  pleased  to  offer 
the  following: 

■  Mobile  technology  labs,  used  by  students  in 
all  grades: 

■  In  curriculum  Spanish; 

■  On-Site  Reading  Specialist; 

■  'Bruins'  sports  teams  and  league  champions  in 
volleyball,  basketball  and  baseball; 

■  A.M  and  P.M  extended  care  programs 
incorporating  Study  Hall,  Academic  Chess, 
Junior  St.  Vincent  de  Paul  Society,  Spanish, 
Science,  Drama,  Dance,  Aerobics,  Circus  6- 
Music; 

■  Full  6  year  WASC  Accreditation; 

■  Served  by  Muni  bus  24,  35  and  48. 


To  request  information  or  schedule  a  tour,  please  contact 
665  Elizabeth  Street,  San  Francisco  CA  94114 
(415)  824  8467 
deamna@saintphilipschool.com 


SAAALL  FRYS 

4066  24th  Street  in  the  Heart  of  Noe  Valley 

Open  every  day  •  (415)  648-3954  •  www.smallfrys.conn 


Your 


Headquarters 
Noe  Valley 


Music  Together  of  San  Francisco 

Bring  music  into  your  family  life  using  songs, 
movement,  rhythm  chants  &  instrument  play 


Infants 
Toddlers 
Preschoolers  fj§ 
Big  Kids 
Parents 
Caregivers 


Fall  Session  is  Sept  15th  -  Dec  13th 

Easy  Noe  Valley  location!  Try  a  free  demo!! 

Visit  the  website  or  call  to  get  started! 


" FIVE  STARS  to  Director 
Paul  Godwin  and  his 
teachers!’  -  GoCityKids.com 


415-596-02.99 

wwwjnusictogethersf.com 
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MORE  BOOKS  TO  READ 


The  Lure  of  the  Library 

You  can  find  a  book  about  “odd  fellows”  in  San  Francisco  politics,  and  a  children’s  story 
on  desegregation,  in  this  month’s  book  list,  brought  to  you  by  veteran  reader  Karol 
Barske  and  Carol  Small,  children’s  librarian  at  the  Noe  Valley-Sally  Brunn  Library.  To  see 
if  books  are  available,  search  for  titles  at  www.sfpl.org,  call  Small  or  Branch  Manager  Alice 
McCloud  at  355-5707,  or  drop  by  the  library  at  451  Jersey  Street  at  Castro.  While  you’re 
there,  check  out  the  CD  and  DVD  collections.  Hours  are  Tuesday,  10  a.m.  to  9  p.m.;  Wednesday, 
1  to  9  p.m.;  Thursday,  10  a.m.  to  6  p.m.;  Friday,  1  to  6  p.m.;  and  Saturday,  10  a.m.  to  6  p.m. 


Adult  Fiction 

■  When  their  guardian  suddenly  dies  at  a 

South  Dakota  Wal-Mart,  two  young  teens  set 
out  to  find  their  long-gone  father,  whose  last 
known  residence  was  a  fleabag  hotel  in  Las 
Vegas,  in  Made  in  the  U.S.A.,  by  Billie 
Letts.  * 

■  Joyce  Carol  Oates  spins  a  novel  off  the 
JonBenet  Ramsay  murder,  My  Sister,  My 
Love,  told  by  the  older  brother  of  the  girl. 

■  Sanyika  Shakur,  a  former  member  of  the 
83  Gangster  Crips,  tells  the  story  of  a  high- 
ranking  Crip  forced  to  live  as  a  fugitive  in 
South  Central  L.A.,  in  T.h.u.g.  L.i.f.e. 

Adult  Nonfiction 

■  When  You  Are  Engulfed  in  Flames, 

David  Sedaris’  sixth  collection  of  essays, 
includes  the  tale  of  his  three-month  stay  in 
Tokyo,  where  he  quits  smoking  but  doesn’t 
quite  leam  Japanese. 

■  Psychology  professor  Sam  Gosling 
explains  how  the  things  we  choose  to  accu¬ 
mulate  project — and  protect — our  identities, 
in  Snoop:  What  Your  Stuff  Says  About  You. 

■  Peter  V.  Sellars  describes  the  origins  and 
beliefs  of  an  enduring  fraternal  organization, 
in  The  History  of  the  Independent  Order  of 
Odd  Fellows  in  the  City  of  San  Francisco. 

■  From  firsthand  experience,  Jill  Bolte  Tay¬ 
lor  tells  about  the  brain's  capacity  for  recov¬ 
ery,  in  My  Stroke  of  Insight:  A  Brain 
Scientist’s  Personal  Journey. 

■  Leam  to  “sing  like  a  pro,  make  a  killer  set 
list,  and  rule  the  scene”  in  Raina  Lee’s  Hit 

Me  With  Your  Best  Shot!  The  Ultimate 
'  Guide  to  Karaoke  Domination. 


BRANCH  HOURS 

Noe  Valley-Sally  Brunn  Branch  Library 
451  Jersey  St.,  355-5707 
Sun  Mon  Tues  Wed  Thurs  Fri  Sat 

10-9  1-9  10-6  1-6  IQ-6 

Eureka  Valley-Harvey  Milk  Branch  Library 
1  Jose  Sarria  Ct.  (3555  16th  St.),  355-5616 


(Closed  for  renovation) 

Glen  Park  Branch  Library 
2825  Diamond  St.,  337-4740 


Sun 

Mon  Tues 

Wed  Thurs  Fri 

Sat 

10-6 

12-8  1-7  1-6 

1-6 

Mission  Branch  Library 

300  Bartlett  St.,  355-2800 

Sun 

Mon  Tues 

Wed  Thurs  Fri 

Sat 

1-5 

1-9  10-9 

10-9  10-6  1-6 

10-6 

Children’s  Fiction 

■  Two  best-friend  earthworms  leam  about 
teamwork  and  looking  at  the  bright  side 
while  they  dig  tunnels,  move  a  rock,  and 
have  a  picnic,  in  Caroline  Amoki’s  Wiggle 
and  Waggle.  This  easy  reader  also  includes 
facts  about  worms  and  their  contributions  to 
a  healthy  garden.  Ages  3  to  5. 

m  Gai  See:  What  You  Can  See  in  China¬ 
town,  a  story  told  in  rhyme  by  Roseanne 
Thong,  takes  a  little  boy  on  a  seasonal  walk 
through  a  gai  see  (street  market),  where  he 
finds  dragon  fruit  in  summer  and  lion  dances 
at  New  Year’s.  Ages  4  to  6. 

■  When  Herbie  Jones  Sails  Into  Second 
Grade,  he  makes  a  new  friend,  finds  he  has 
a  teacher  with  a  sense  of  humor,  and  gets 
away  with  eating  ice  cream  for  breakfast,  in 
this  latest  adventure  by  Suzy  Kline.  Ages  5 
to  7. 

■  Three  friends  need  to  find  homes  for  101 
squealing,  whistling,  and  wiggling  guinea 
pigs,  in  Stink  and  the  Great  Guinea  Pig 
Express  by  Megan  McDonald.  Ages  6  to  8. 

Children’s  Nonfiction 

■  In  Freedom  on  the  Menu:  The  Greens¬ 
boro  Sit-Ins,  Carole  Boston  Weatherford 
tells  the  story  of  desegregation  from  the 
viewpoint  of  a  little  girl  in  North  Carolina  in 
1960.  Ages  5  to  8. 

■  Lucy  Micklethwait’s  I  Spy  Colors  in  Art 
makes  a  visual  game  out  of  looking  at  14 
paintings,  ancient  to  modem,  for  shapes, 
hues,  and  details.  Ages  5  to  8. 


LIBRARY  EVENTS 

Tell  Me  a  Story 

■  Children  3  to  5  are  invited  to  attend 
preschool  story  time,  a  read-aloud  pro¬ 
gram  from  1 1  a.m.  to  noon  on  Tuesdays, 
Sept.  2  and  Sept.  9. 

Infant/Toddler  Lapsits 

■  Enjoy  stories,  songs,  and  finger  plays 
with  your  baby  or  toddler  at  the  library 
lapsits,  held  on  Tuesdays,  Sept.  2  and  9, 
from  10:15  to  10:45  a.m. 

Preschool  Films 

■  Films  for  kids,  including  “Monty." 
“Tangram,"  and  “Where  the  Wild  Things 
Are,”  will  be  shown  on  Tuesday,  Sept. 

16,  at  10:15  and  11  a.m. 

All  events  are  held  at  the  Noe  Valley-Sally 
Brunn  Library  at  45 1  Jersey  Street.  For  infor¬ 
mation.  call  355-5707. 


Crossword:  Noe  Valley  North  and  South 

By  Michael  Blake 

Solution 


Cooperative  Gallery 

Opening  Reception  First 
Friday  of  Every  Month 
7-1 0pm 

828  Valencia  San  Francisco 

Open  1 2-9  Wed-Sun 
www.cityartgallery.org 


Depressed? 

Talk  to  someone  who  can  help. 


Psychotherapy  &  Consultation 

4155  24th  St.  San  Francisco 

Call  415-505-0179  for  a  free  consultation. 

Licensed  Marriage  &  Family  Therapist  MFC  # 43762 

www.TherapistSF.com 


L.  Flick  Hatcher 


FALL 

Reading 

SPECIALS 


booksellers 


SHOP 

Noe 

VALLEY 


Happy  Anniversary  to  Us! 

August  4th  2008  marks  our 

5th  Anniversary  in  our 
current  location 


We  couldn't 
have  done  it 
without  the 
support  and 
affection 
of  our 
neighbors 
and  friends. 

Thank  You! 


1307  Castro  @  24th  St. 

415/282-8080 

www.covertocoversf.com 


CLEANING  SMARTER 

Improving  the  City's  Mechanical 
Street  Sweeping  Program 


.#* 

i rtms~acf% 
r/Aik? 

mm 


The  Department 
of  Public  Works 
is  committed 
to  keeping  the 
streets  of 
San  Francisco  clean.  In  the  spirit 
of  working  smarter  and  improving 
efficiency,  we  are  adjusting  the 
frequency  of  mechanical  sweeping  to 
ensure  that  we  are  spending  your  tax 
dollars  wisely.  Mechanical  sweeping 
schedules  in  some  neighborhoods 
are  being  adjusted  so  that  the  street 
sweeper  will  pass  by  some  streets  twice 
monthly  and  not  once  per  week.  The 
day  of  the  week  and  the  time  of  day  will 
not  change. 

‘No  Parking  Due  to  Street  Cleaning’ 
signs  will  be  changed  to  alert 
residents. 

For  more  information  visit 
www.sfgov.org/dpw  or  call  3-1-1 
TTY  direct:  415-701-2323). 


Hi  PARKING1 

7*M  n  9am 

MONDAY 

STREET  CLEANING* 


f  : 


BEFORE 


AFTER 


CITY  &  COUNTY  OF  SAN  FRANCISCO 

Department  of  Public  Works 
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Morrow 
Construction 

Specializing  in 
Wood  Fences 

License  No.  343633 

Tom  Morrow  (650)  994-6892 


Room  Remodels 
Kitchens 
Baths  •  Decks 

David  Ruechelle 
General  Contractor 

(415)  601-4038 

Ca  Lie  832027 


BEST  PRICE 
BEST  PRODUCT 

Carpentry  •  Fences  •  Decks 
Stairs  •  Windows  •  Doors 
Tile  Setting  •  Bathroom  Remodeling 

HANDYPERSON  SERVICES: 

JUST  FIX  IT  NOW! 

CA  State  Contractor  License  #888938 

415.282.5406 


Q  Painting  Inc. 


www.QPAINT.com 

4i5.4i2.l642 


PaRadigm 


Fine  Painting  & 
Decorating 
Interior  and  Exterior 

Cell:  415.725.3681 
Home:  415.771.9801 

Bonded  •  CA  Lie.  #  808546 


Barney  Walsh 


PLEASE  NOTE 

Some  services  advertised  in 
the  Noe  Valley  Voice  may  be 
performed  by  individuals  and 
companies  not  licensed  by 
the  State  of  California. 
The  Voice  is  not  responsible 
for  the  services  of  these 
individuals  and  companies 


PEACHES 

PAINTING 

Add  color  to  your  life 

Service  with  care  at  rates  that  are  fair 

25%  off  with  this  ad 

Call  415-641-9434 

License  #  618693 


The  Noe  Valley  Voice 


BROOKLINE  ARIES 

ELECTRIC  CO. 


■  bnUl 

k 


Residential  and  Commercial 
Full  and  Prompt  Service 


(415)  239-5393 
SMALL  JOBS  WELCOME 

Prompt  Service  Today.  Lic.#273651  Since  1972 
Reference  Ph.#s  &  Insurance  Provided 
Very  Reasonable  Prices  are  Standard 
121  Santa  Rosa  Ave.,  SF  Resident  39  Years 
BrooklineElectric.com  for  sample  bids,  etc. 


NOE  VALLEY 

roofing  specialists 

Serving  Noe  Valley  for  over  1 0  Years 
REASONABLE  PRICES  -  SENIOR  DISCOUNTS 


ALL  FORMS  OF  RESIDENTIAL  ROOFING 


FREE  ESTIMATES 

Bonded  and  Insured  -  ValueStar  Rated 

Call  Mike  (Noe  Valley  Resident ) 
at  Highland  Roofing 

415.240.9366 

State  License  626953 


415»271*0212 

sew@sfseamstress.com 

Drapery  Pillows»Shades 
Bedding»Slipcovers 
Table  Linens 

Sewing 

T - - TJ 


for  your  Home 


Kofman  Painting  Co. 

(415)  504-7166 
cell  (415)  203-5412 

Interior  /  Exterior 
Residential  /  Commercial 
Lie  707984  Fully  Insured 

Established  in  San  Francisco  1991 


ardens 


Design,  Renovation  and 
Gardening. 
Sensitive  approach  to 
Y  creating  and  caring  for 

^  your  special  retreat  space. 
En  vi  ronmentally 
appropriate  plantings  and 
organic  garden  methods, 
lie.  mi  703 

Call  Michele  Schaal 
(415)  282-1612 


n 


ROBERT'S 
QUALITY 
PAINTING 

Interior  •  Exterior 
Serving  Noe  Valley  since  1985 

'NO  JOB  TOO  SMALL' 

Lie.  #526359 

(415)  675-0464 


s 


u  turns*  % 

PLUMBING  SINCE 


A  FULL 
SERVICE! 
COMPAN  V 
L1C  #  218804 


1891 

www.brightplumbing.com 


MAJOR 

CREDIT 

CARDS 

ACCEPTED 


(415)671-1500 


CAS  Construction 
Company 

Lie.  708239 

Kitchens  •  Bathrooms 
Additions  •  Foundations 
General  Construction 

(415)  863-9167 

Serving  the  Bay  Area  Since  1988 


LOU'S  EXPRESS  CO. 

Cleanup  &  Hauling 

Basement,  Garages,  Attics,  Etc. 
Trash,  Junk,  Garbage 
Appliances,  Stoves, 

Carpet  Removal  Services, 
Carpet  padding  &  Nailstrips 

Call  Lou  415-225-4637 


Lone  Star 
Plumbing 

Copper  Piping  •  Water  Heaters 
Code  Work  •  Condo  Conversion 
Compliance 

Service  &  Repair 

415-641-9234 


Buckner  Painting  Co. 

Gavin  Buckner  Owner /Operator 
Interior  -  Exterior 
Commercial  -  Residential 
References  Available 

415-584-0244 

Lie.  #738848 


Recipient  of  the  Better  Business  Bureau 
HONOR  ROLL  AWARD 


HAMMERHOUSE 
CONSTRUCTION,  INC. 

General  Building  Contractor 
performing  all  aspects  of 
construction  from  start  to  finish 

KITCHENS,  BATHROOMS, 
GARAGE/ROOM  CONVERSIONS, 
FLOOR  ADDITIONS,  PAINTING, 
CARPENTRY,  DECKS,  FENCES 


www.hainmerhouseconstruction.com 
phone:  415  516  7399  fax:  415  753  0744 
email:  tb@hammerhouseconstruction.com 
license  #804459  -  bonded,  insured,  workers'  comp 


CALL 

FORA 

FREE 

ESTIMATE 


CARLIN’S  GARDENS 


Organic 


Artistry 


design 

installation 

maintenance 

renovation 


Carlin  Ellison  415-826-3127 


BUILDERS 

Lie.  #828811 

High  Quality  Home  Remodels 
ph  415.874.9153 
fx  415.874.9158 
http://www.teetsbuilders.com/ 


Yoel’s 

Hauling 

•Yard  and  Garage  Clean-Up 
•  Dump  Runs 

•  Honest  and  Very  Reasonable 

(415)  282-2023 
Pager:  202-6572 


BLOOM  PAINTING, 
INC. 

(415)  821-3752 


bloompaintinginc.com 


CA  Lie.  #  833578 

Member  Better  Business  Bureau 

And  I.D.C.A. 


TUGGEY'S 


Hardware  for  the  Handyperson 
Denny  Giovannoli 

Weekdays  9  -  5:30 
Saturday  9-5 
Sunday  Closed 


Tito! 


3885  24th  Street 
San  Francisco,  California  94114 

415-282-5081 


LANDSCAPE 
Uk  CONTRACTOR 

Experienced,  Licensed 
Hr  Decks,  Fences,  Patios, 
Lawns,  Planting,  Irrigation, 
lighting,  Maintenance. 

CALL  FOR  FREE  ESTIMATE! 

CAFFREY  LANDSCAPES  •  415-279-8469 


SF  HAUL.com 

Junk  Removal  Service  &  Hauling 

415-424-1064 


Residential  dump  runs 
Tenant  cleanout 
Yard  cleanup 
Unwanted  appliance 
removal 


A 


PLASTER/PAINT 

FAST  RESPONSE  •  START  TO  FINISH 

HOUSE  CALLS  •  VICTORIAN  SPECIALIST 
WALLS  •  DOORS  •  WINDOWS  •  FLOORS 
PLASTER  SHEETROCK  •  PREP  &  PAINT 
TILING  •  FINISH  PLUMB  &  ELECTRICAL 

BY  OLIVIER  -  TEL:  415-786-4534 

20%  OFF  for  1ST  TIMERS! 
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Neighborhood  Services 

The  Noe  Valley  Voice 


s4.cYl. 

Assist  .Navigate.  Design 

Personal  Assistant 
Project  Navigation 
Interior  Design 

^bannaA  c£euU&,  awne  t 


415*264-4533  dannah@and4you.net 


amesT  instant  imtgr»r§ 

Relax  In  Style 

We  specialize  in  unique  and  affordable: 

*  One-day  Makeovers  *  Color  Consultations 

•  Interior  Architecture  »  Full  Service  Design 

(415)  824-4440  almostinstant@gmail.com 


SHOE  REPAIR 

by 

The  Pioneer 
Renewer 

4501  18th  St.  at  Douglass 


415-255-4576 


"They're  the  only  place  we'll  go  for  repairs!" 
Jerry  -  Owner  of  Gimme  Shoes 

"Not  just  a  shoe  repair  but  a  good  old  fashioned 
cobbler."  Veronica  -  Astrid's  Rabat  Shoes 


HANDYMAN 
U.K.  ALAN 


Kitchen  &  Bath  Remodels 


(415)  756-5756 

CARPENTRY,  PLUMBING, 
TILING,  STUCCO,  ETC. 

35  Years  Experience  •  References 


Got  News? 

Send  your  press  release  to 
the  Noe  Valley  Voice,  1021 
Sanchez  Street,  S.F.,  CA 
94114.  Better  yet,  e-mail 
editor@noevalleyvoice.com. 
Please  include  a  phone 
number.  Thanks. 


NOTICE  TO  READERS 

California  law  requires  that  contractors  taking 
jobs  that  total  $500  or  more  (labor  and/or 
materials)  be  licensed  by  the  Contractors 
State  License  Board.  State  law  also  requires 
that  contractors  include  their  license  numbers 
on  all  advertising.  Check  your  contractor's  sta¬ 
tus  at  www.cslb.ca.gov  or  800-321-2752. 
Unlicensed  persons  taking  jobs  that  total  less 
than  $500  must  state  in  their  advertisements 
that  they  are  not  licensed  by  the  Contractors 
State  License  Board. 


on-the-spot,  garden  design 


by: 


.  deanna  glory _ 


garden  design 


Dy  an  award-winning 
designer  at  an 

affordable  price 


415.695.9400  e  deanna@glorydesign.com 
www.  glory  design  .com 


grassroots 

^  interior  design  studio 

space  planning 
color 
lighting 
furniture 

window  coverings 
bathrooms  and  kitchens 
drafting 

san  francisco  tel/fax  (4 1 5)  242-6 1 98 


Learn  homeopathy  with  the 

Pacific  Academy  of 
Homeopathy 

•  Low  cost  student  clinics  available 

•  3  year  professional  program 

•  Call  for  upcoming  events 

1199  Sanchez  Street 
(at  25th)  -  San  Francisco 
(415)  695-2710 

health@homeopathy-academy.org 


REPAIRS  with  a 
WOMAN'S  TOUCH 


£  ~“S 


mW 

MM 

msm 


A  Non-Intrusive 
Presence  in  Your  Home 

Sensitive  to  Your 
Needs 


fulie  Panger  (415)  517-4013 

No  Job  Too  Small 


Who  Do  You  Call? 


Business  &  Home  PC  Support 

Wireless  *  Data  Recovery  *  Migration 
Security  *  Backup  *  DSL/ Cable  Setup 
Software /Hardware  Installation 
30  years  technical  &  business  experience 

415-265-2780 

info@whodoyoucall.us 
www.whodoyoucall.us 
PCs  6  Macs  Member:  GGBA 


Quit  Smoking  in  One  Session 

Dr.  Jonathon  D.  Gray  •  Hypnosis 

San  Francisco  •  415-563-2333 

Addictions  •  Stress  Reduction 
Pain  Control  •  Weight  Control 
Phobias  •  Optimum  Performance 


Eddie's  Painting  Co. 

(415)  406-6141 

WARRANTY  FOR  WORKMANSHIP 
1  Interior  /  Exterior  Pros 
» Victorian  Specialists 
«  C.D.H.S.  Lead  Certified 
See  us  at  eddiespainting.com 
CA  Lie.  #732759 


McftonneU 

& 

Weaver 

ATTORNEYS  AT  LAW 

4091  24th  Street 
NOE  VALLEY 
(415)  641-0700 


Tkis  Sp  ace  Available  for  Lease 

Call  Steve  at  41 5.239*  1114 

for  display  advertising  service  in  your  neighborhood 
The  Noe  Valley  Voice 


ROGER  R.  RUBIN 

Attorney  and  Counselor  at  Law 

(415)  441-1112 

Law  Chambers 
1155  Pine  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  94109 


VOICE  LESSONS 

with  Sharon  Pucci 

•  EXPAND  YOUR  RANGE 

•  IMPROVE  YOUR  TONE  QUALITY 

•  EXPERIENCE  EFFORTLESS  SINGING 

•  FIND  AND  DEVELOP  YOUR  SOUND 

Sharon  Pucci  has  been  singing  6c  teaching  professionally 
for  over  35  years  in  San  Francisco.  Classically  trained,  she 
has  sung  many  styles  including  jazz,  rock  and  fusion;  and 
is  the  author  of  “How  to  Save  Your  Voice” 

ALL  STYLES  BENEFIT 

San  Francisco:  (415)  467-2719 


415*271*0212 

sew@sfseamstress.com 

Drapery*Pillows»Shades 
Bedding*Slipcovers 
Table  Linens 

Sewing 

for  your  Home 


GRACE  M.  SANTANA 
PLUMBING  CONTRACTOR 

LIC.  #525396  graceh20@earthlink.net 
Mobile: 


(415)  350-6574 
Office: 

(415)  641-4740 


devita  design 


web  design  X  color  consultation 


Giancarlo  Calabrese 
415  678.0025 
www.devitadesign.org 


Peter  Rothblatt 

Massage  and  Bodywork 


75  Minutes 
$80 

For  More  Info 
415.845.0678 


GRACE  M.  SANTANA 
PLUMBING  CONTRACTOR 

LIC  #525396  info@gracesantanapIumbing.com 
www.gracesantanaplumbing.com 

Mobile: 

(415)  350-6574 
Office:  Service, 

(415)  641-4740  Repairs, 

Small  Jobs 


PURPLE  IRIS 

Jill  A.  Sweringen  L.Ac 
Barb  Schoeffel  MPT 

Acupuncture,  Physical  Therapy 
Shiatsu,  Holistic  Healing 

1404  Church  St.  @  26th 
415-642-7442  purpleiris.net 


Rick  Collins 

Macintosh  Help 

Troubleshooting/Tutoring 
Tune-Ups/ Upgrades 
SFMacMan.com 

^  (415)821-1792 


Linda  G.  Rose,  lcsw 
Psychotherapy 
moving  towards  emotional,  physical 
mental  and  spiritual  well-being 

415  •  643  •  3996 

SAN  FRANCISCO  •  NOE  VALLEY  OFFICE 
BCD.  ADTR»LCS  15026 


fix 


redesign  for  your  home 
one  day  decorating  using 
what  you  already  own 


Alycia  Freeman 
415-726-0156 
Aiycia@FixRedesign.com 
www.fixredesign.com 


i 

J 
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CLASS  ADS 


Clayton  Hubbard  Painting  &  Restoration 

Co.  Service,  longevity,  and  beauty.  A  team  of 
experienced  painting  professionals.  Over  27 
years  in  the  trade.  Painting  in  San  Francisco 
since  1990.  Efficient,  neat,  and  clean.  Pleas¬ 
ant,  reliable,  courteous,  on  time,  and  on  bud¬ 
get.  Environmentally  friendly  processes. 
Versed  in  all  aspects  of  the  painting  and  dec¬ 
orating  trade.  Any  incidental  repairs:  plaster, 
stucco,  carpentry,  and  more!  Licensed  and 
bonded,  general  liability  and  workers’  comp. 
Insured  lie.  #79328. 

Expert  Landscape  and  Garden  Services: 

Tree-planting,  pruning,  and  removals.  Garden 
design,  renovation,  restoration,  and  installa¬ 
tion.  Regularly  scheduled  general  property 
and  garden  maintenance.  Irrigation  and  light¬ 
ing  systems  installation  and  repair.  Yard 
cleanups  and  staging.  No  job  too  big  or  too 
small.  Strong  attention  to  detail  and  customer 
service;  15  years  of  experience.  References 
available.  Call  David  at  415-846-7581; 
http:llwww.shapeoftheearth.com. 

Dogilicious  Walks  and  Petsitting.  Noe  Val¬ 
ley  resident  offers  daily  beach  and  park  ex¬ 
cursions  for  lucky  dogs.  Call  or  e-mail  Nancy 
at  415-710-3195;  dogiliciouswalks@hotmail 
.com.  Website:  www.dogiliciouswalks.com: 
blog:  http:llhlog.dogiliciouswalks.com. 

Daily/Weekly  Rental:  Noe  Valley  studio 
apartment.  Located  on  Vicksburg  near  23rd 
Street,  it's  an  alternative  to  hotels  and  motels. 
Private  entrance  in  a  garden  setting.  The  unit 
offers  a  queen-sized  bed,  full  kitchen  with  din¬ 
ing  area,  cable  TV,  and  three-quarter  bath.  No 
pets,  no  smoking.  Call  Jim  at  415-285-6433 
or  (cell)  415-215-2617. 

Repairs  with  a  Woman's  Touch.  Handy- 
woman  Julie  will  repair  those  inside  and  out¬ 
side  problems  you  aren't  getting  to  and  wish 
you  could.  Get  reliable,  friendly,  and  creative 
help  now.  Picture-hanging,  window  repairs, 
lock  replacement,  door  adjustments,  furniture 
assembly,  baby-proofing,  minor  plumbing, 
and  electrical.  Call  Julie  Panger,  Repairs  with 
a  Woman’s  Touch,  415-517-4013. 

End  Homework  Hassles:  Family  time's  bet¬ 
ter  spent!  www.mYstudybuddv.org.  Jane  Rad- 
cliffe,  415-586-4577.  ’ 


Noe  Valley  Voice 

Class  Ads 


The  deadline  is  the  15th  of  the  month. 
Write  Voice  Class  Ads,  1021  Sanchez 
Street,  San  Francisco,  CA94114. 


Housecleaning.  First-class  detail  work.  Serv¬ 
ing  Noe  Valley  since  1988.  Excellent  refer¬ 
ences.  Minor  repairs,  painting,  windows, 
move-outs,  etc.  No  minimum.  Sullivan,  415- 
285-7279. 

Prabha  Milstein,  Licensed  Marriage  and 

Family  Therapist,  MFC  44579,  is  now  in  pri¬ 
vate  practice.  Saturday  office  hours  available. 
Office  located  at  1 304C  Castro  Street  on  the 
corner  of  Castro  and  24th  streets  in  San  Fran¬ 
cisco.  415-200-8093.  Specializing  in  children 
and  families.  For  many  years  I  was  a  teacher 
of  school-age  children.  More  recently,  I  have 
served  as  a  child  and  family  therapist  specifi¬ 
cally  working  with  children  exhibiting  be¬ 
havior  problems  in  the  classroom. 

Vacation  Retreat  for  Noe  Valleyans:  Calis- 
toga/St.  Helena.  Three  bedrooms,  two  baths; 
sleeps  six  (maximum).  Decks  with  views  of 
stream,  woods,  and  meadow.  Fireplace  wood 
supplied;  30  acres,  trails,  all-year  stream. 
Dogs  okay.  Three-night  weekend,  $450.  Sev¬ 
en  nights,  $800;  additional  nights  after  seven, 
$100.  Discount  for  repeat  guests.  415-647- 
3052.  Photos,  http:llspot02.googlepages.com. 

Whitmore  Carpentry/Design — 20+  years 
experience.  Great  references  remodel  expert. 
Indoor,  outdoor,  decks,  fences,  siding,  shear- 
wall  moldings,  wainscot,  you  name  it!  Jeffrey, 
200-7642. 

Furniture  Repair.  Refinish,  upholstery,  re¬ 
production.  Call  415-587-3416  or  visit  our 
website  at  www.renarest.com. 

Do  You  Need  Housecleaning?  We  will  do  it! 
Just  call  Sara  and  Marco  at  415-310-8838. 

Submissions:  The  Noe  Valley  Voice  wel¬ 
comes  submissions  of  stories,  poems,  and  es¬ 
says.  E-mail  lastpage@noevalleyvoice.com 
or  send  manuscript,  plus  name,  phone,  and  e- 
mailto Noe  Valley  Voice,  1021  Sanchez  Street, 
San  Francisco,  CA  94114.  Include  a  stamped 
envelope  if  you  need  your  materials  returned. 

Adriano’s  Hauling  &  Cleaning:  Need  help? 
We  can  help!  We  love  cleaning  your  yard, 
garage,  and  attic.  We  remove  and  dump  any 
construction  debris,  appliances,  new  furniture, 
old  furniture,  and  much  more!  Need  space  in 
your  garage  or  basement?  Call  us!  Free  esti¬ 
mate!  Seven  days  a  week!  Nine  years  in  the 
Noe  Valley  area.  Call  Adriano,  4 1 5-990-4062. 

Stay  in  SF  Short-Term  Rental.  Large,  com¬ 
fortable,  two-bedroom,  fully  furnished  flat  in 
Noe  Valley  for  vacation  rental.  Restaurants, 
coffeehouses,  markets,  transportation  all  out¬ 
side  your  door.  Daily,  weekly,  monthly  rates 
available.  No  pets.  No  smoking.  Leave  a  mes¬ 
sage  at  415-282-0899  or  e-mail  stayinsf@hot 
mail.com.  For  a  look  around  the  apartment,  go 
to  http:llstayinsf.googlepages.coml. 


Your  Trees  are  part  of  your  investment  and 
your  habitat.  They  deserve  expert,  quality 
care.  Beautiful  work  and  personal  tree  service 
by  ISA  Certified  Arborist.  Free  estimates.  Li¬ 
censed  and  insured.  Call  Martin  Amest  at  4 1 5- 
882-1109.  CA  lie.  #829012. 

Vacation  Room  Rental.  Upper  Noe  Valley. 
Private  entrance,  garden  setting.  Call  Carlos 
at  415-642-7487. 

Cleaning  Professional.  23  years  experience. 
Apartments,  homes,  or  offices.  Roger  Miller, 
415-794-4411. 


Drum  Lessons  in  Potrero  Hill.  Affordable 
drum  lessons  with  an  experienced  teacher, 
great  with  kids,  with  own  Potrero  Hill  studio, 
drum  kits,  and  PA.  I  have  15  years  experience 
on  the  drums,  have  great  references,  and  can 
teach  you  groove,  technique,  independence  of 
arms/legs,  ear  training,  time  keeping  (playing 
by  click  track).  $40  per  hour  session.  You  can 
bring  in  your  own  music  to  learn  and  play  or 
learn  proper  technique.  Beginners,  all  ages 
and  styles  welcome!  Call  Andy  C.  for  details, 
415-401-8232. 

Picture  Framing — Affordable  Framing — 

50  to  70  percent  less  than  anyone  in  the  city. 
Bernal  Heights.  Phone  for  price  at  550-9248. 
Douglas  Elliott.  Museum  standard  framing. 

Experienced  Therapist  expanding  private 
practice  in  Noe  Valley.  Interactive,  supportive. 
Specializations  include  parenting,  child  cus¬ 
tody,  and  alternative  families.  Much  back¬ 
ground  with  recovery  from  sexual  abuse, 
codependency,  and  substance  abuse.  Brief 
problem-focused  or  longer-term  therapy 
available.  Audrey  Adelson,  LCSW,  lie. 
#15293.415-260-0037. 

Charlie  the  Phone  Guy:  Residence,  busi¬ 
ness,  home  office  telephone  wiring.  Fax/mo¬ 
dem  lines,  DSL,  Ethernet,  VOIP!  Dead  jacks 
brought  back  to  life!  Remodel  planning.  On- 
time  appointments!  Free  estimates.  Noe  Val¬ 
ley  resident.  641-8410.  Charlie@sfphoneguy 
.com. 

Licensed  Family  Day  Care:  In  Mission  Dis¬ 
trict.  Bilingual  English  and  Spanish.  Children 
9  months  to  4  years  old.  Hours  7:30  a.m.  to  5:30 
p.m.,  Monday  through  Friday.  Provide  cur¬ 
riculum.  portfolio,  indoor  and  outdoor  activi¬ 
ties,  circle  time.  Questions:  e-mail  to  visit  my 
day  care,  azucenafamilydaycare@ymail.com. 


Stereo  Repair/Home  Theater  Installation. 

Gene’s  Sound  Service  offers  expert  repair/ser¬ 
vice  and  home  theater  installation  at  your 
home,  office,  or  shop,  with  day,  evening,  or 
Saturday  appointments  available.  Lots  of  lo¬ 
cal  references  with  very  many  satisfied  and 
quite  happy  customers.  “Gene’s  so  fair  and 
honest,  he’s  the  kind  of  guy  you  could  trust  to 
do  a  house  call  for  your  elderly  mother.” — Rich 
Crowl,  owner,  The  Sound  Well  stereo  store, 
Berkeley.  Advice  on  maintaining  your  system 
gladly  given.  Call  Gene  at  415-377-1258. 
www.genessoundservice.com. 

Wallpaper  Installation/Painting.  No  job  too 

big  or  too  small.  Welcome  to  Susan  Arce  Wall¬ 
paper  Installation,  Removal,  and  Painting. 
Services  include  paper-hanging,  wallpaper¬ 
stripping,  wallpaper  repairs,  painting,  and 
wall  surface  repair.  Experience  with  popular 
wall  coverings  to  include  residential  and  com¬ 
mercial  wallpaper,  murals,  photomurals, 
grasscloth,  and  custom  wall  coverings.  Over 
15  years  of  experience.  Call  415-821-2445. 

Psychotherapy  for  Individuals,  Couples, 

and  families.  Explore  relationship  difficulties, 
depression,  anxiety,  and  issues  involving  cre¬ 
ative  expression  in  a  safe,  supportive  envi¬ 
ronment.  24th  Street  at  Castro.  Dean  Abram¬ 
son,  MFT,  415-267-4848. 

Piano  Service.  Tuning,  repair,  and  restora¬ 
tion.  Regulation  and  voicing.  Frank  French, 
Registered  Piano  Technician.  4 1 5-73 1  -86 1 1 . 

Paris  Vacation  Apartments.  Two-bedroom 
and  one-bedroom  apartments  for  rent,  located 
in  the  heart  of  Paris.  www.ParisApartment 
Rental.BIZ. 


Affordable  Dental  Care:  $4.60  weekly  per 
family.  High-quality,  low-cost  dental  care  in 
San  Francisco.  Several  full-service  providers 
near  Noe  Valley.  No  waiting  period,  no  ex¬ 
clusions,  choose  your  dentist.  Save  up  to  80 
percent!  Includes  periodontal,  cosmetic,  and 
orthodontal  treatment.  Not  insurance.  No  con¬ 
tract.  National  dental  discount  plan,  with  over 
1.5  million  members!  On  the  Web,  go  to: 
www.mybenefitsplus.com/marksowen  or 
marksowen@ameriplan.net.  805-455- 1 05 1 
for  information. 

Noe  Place  Like  Home  Vacation  Rental. 

Great  for  visiting  family  or  friends.  All  con¬ 
veniences,  fab  location,  http.llwww.noeplace 
likehome.com,  or  call  415-250-941 1 . 

Metroterrazzo.com.  415-632-7700.  Guaran¬ 
teed  results.  #690967.  Licensed,  registered, 
insured. 

Paris  Apartment  Owners.  We  produce  rental 
results.  www.ParisApartmentRental.BIZ. 


TILE  SETTING 

Ceramic  Natural  Stone  Porcelain  Glass 

Old  World  Craftsmanship  21st  Century  Techniques 

Serving  San  Francisco  Neighborhoods  for  20  Years 

415  282  5406 

CSL#888938  Licensed  Bonded  Insured 


Living  Trust 
Estate  Plans 

Singles  $650 
Couples  $850  /  $950 
Domestic  Partners  $850 
Flat  Rates 

Free  Initial  Consultation 

Ross  Madden  Esq. 

(415)  5674212 

2001  UNION  STREET 

SUITE  350 

rossmaddenlaw.com 


SEWING  LESSONS  I 

I 

Classes»Parties 
Private  Instruction  | 
Pattern  Making 

All  skill  levels  and  ages 
Individual  or  group 

! 

I 

1400  Castro  Street@  Jersey  1 

415-920-1956 

www.walkershaw.com 

ilralkersliailr 

» _ _ _  _ •••» 

C  t  O  T  H  1  N  G 


Inspired*Designed»Made  in  Noe  Valley  '  ^ 


www.sfseamstress.com 


Sewing 


415*271*0212 


Apparel 
Drapery 
Pillows 
Shades 
Bedding 
Slipcovers 
Table  linens 
Instruction 
Pattern  Making 


©  TC  RENOVATIONS 


simple  updates 
complete  remodels 


Tony  Carreno 

Office  41 5  333.3343 
Mobile  415  672.9189 
renovations@speakeasy.net 
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Affectionate  Kitty  Companion  Needs 
Home.  Charlotte  is  a  beautiful,  ebony  4-year- 
old  spayed  female  recently  rescued  from 
Hunters  Point.  Independent  and  playful,  this 
lovebug  is  the  ultimate  lap  cat.  Contact 
Michelle,  415-244-8211  or  cochefille@ 
gmail.com. 

Gourmet  Vegetarian  Cuisine  delivered  to 
your  doorstep.  Diverse  menus,  naturally  low 
in  fat,  cholesterol,  and  salt.  Treat  yourself 
right!  Gift  certificates  available.  For  a  month¬ 
ly  menu,  call  Jane,  415-826-2133;  www.peal 
cuisine.com. 

Noe  Valley  Dog-Friendly  Short-Term  Rental. 

One  bedroom,  one  bath,  deck,  private  en¬ 
trance.  For  more  information  go  to 
www.noenook.com  or  call  415-695-7924. 

Superlative  Word  Processing.  Experienced 
professional,  B.A.  English,  M.S.W.  Under¬ 
standable  advice.  Business,  academic,  tape 
and  CD  transcription,  legal,  resumes,  manu¬ 
scripts.  Expert  editing.  Fax  machine.  Good 
rates.  Call  anytime.  824-7736. 

I  Can  Drive  You.  Doctor  appointments,  shop¬ 
ping,  errands.  10+  years  of  experience  with 
great  references.  $25  per  hour  first  two  trips; 
$20  an  hour  thereafter  (two-hour  minimum). 
Bill:  415-826-3613. 

Transform  Your  Jungle  into  a  Paradise. 

Twenty-three  years  in  Noe  Valley.  Pruning, 
cleanups,  maintenance,  lawns,  flagstone  pa¬ 
tios,  irrigation,  planting.  Call  Jorge  at  415- 
826-7840  for  free  estimates.  Remember,  this 
is  pruning  time. 

Living  Tai  Chi  of  Noe  Valley.  Meditation, 
Qigong,  Tai  Chi  forms.  Friendly,  non-com¬ 
petitive.  Monday  and  Tuesday,  6  p.m.,  Noe 
Valley  Ministry,  1021  Sanchez.  Mornings  by 
appointment,  10:15  a.m.  Please  call  for  loca¬ 
tion.  $5  introduction  (Mondays  excluded). 
Chris  Sequeira,  practicing  since  1973.  650- 
756-6857;  415-773-8185;  www.livingtaichi 
sf.com. 

Phil’s  Window  Cleaning  Service,  where 
quality,  integrity,  and  customers  come  first. 
Free  estimates  for  residential/commercial. 
415-668-8310. 

Catsitting  in  Noe  Valley  or  adjacent  neigh¬ 
borhoods.  Conscientious,  responsible,  tuned 
-in  to  animals  (and  people);  retired  Noe  Valley 
resident.  Lucy,  415-282-3676. 

The  “I  Don’t  Know  How  to  Cook”  Class  in 

Noe  Valley.  For  those  who  know  nothing 
about  cooking  or  want  to  learn  more — let  the 
“Food  Wiz”  take  the  mystery  out  of  food 
preparation.  Learn  how  to  prepare  a  tasty 
meal  in  a  comfortable  setting.  The  Wiz  brings 
experience,  patience,  and  humor  to  the 
kitchen.  Foodwiz@sbcglobal.nel.  On  the 
Web,  use  Google  to  find  foodwizsf.com. 

Vacation  Room  Rental.  Upper  Noe  Valley. 
Clean,  comfortable,  safe.  Ideal  for  visiting 
family.  415-821-4890.  Sue  or  emarsh5108 
@aol.com. 


Flute  and  Fife  Lessons.  Busy  freelance  flutist 
with  over  20  years  experience  teaching  all 
ages  and  levels.  Fun,  creative  lessons  on  flute 
(or  fife,  a  small,  inexpensive  instrument  per¬ 
fect  for  children’s  small  hands).  Students  per¬ 
form  recitals  and  go  “flute  caroling”  on  24th 
Street  every  December.  Diane,415-641-8695. 
www.noe  valley  flute  .com. 

Beautiful  Garden  Flat,  Short-Term  Rental. 

All  amenities.  One-bedroom  flat  suitable  for 
one  or  two  people.  Very  quiet,  private,  over¬ 
looking  lovely  garden.  Tastefully  furnished, 
completely  self-contained,  with  own  entry, 
phone,  etc.  Two  DSL  connections.  Even  a 
good  spinet  piano!  Minimum  stay  of  two 
weeks;  prefer  longer.  Call  4 1 5-82 1  -4872,  vis¬ 
it  www.sanfrancisco-victorian.com ,  or  e-mail 
Wotan2u@aol.com.  $2,600  per  month,  all-in¬ 
clusive,  or  $850  weekly  if  less  than  a  month. 


Housing  Wanted.  Retired,  quiet  woman  and 
her  cat  seek  a  quiet,  cat-friendly  home  (unit  or 
room  with  bathroom)  in  San  Francisco.  Need 
fenced  yard  with  cat  door  access.  I  am  a  very 
quiet,  considerate,  responsible  nonsmoker 
with  landlord  reference.  Rent  negotiable. 
Anne,  415-364-1861. 

Catsitting.  Dog  Walks.  Training  assistance 
(cats  too!).  Positively  Pets  has  been  serving 
Noe  Valley  and  its  neighbors  full-time  since 
1991.  Humane  Society  volunteer.  References 
available.  415-647-4757  or  e-mail  Positively 
Pets@earthlink.net. 

Home  Maintenance  “Checkup.”  What  is  a 
home  maintenance  “checkup”?  It  can  be  com¬ 
pared  to  a  routine  physical  at  your  doctor’s  of¬ 
fice.  Just  like  a  doctor  would  prescribe  a 
course  of  action  for  you  to  stay  in  good  health, 
this  service  will  provide  you  with  information 
and  steps  you  need  to  take  to  keep  your  home 
in  good  condition.  For  more  details,  please  call 
Danielle,  4 1 5-86 1  -5764,  or  visit  our  website, 
www.jillofalltrades.net. 

Personal  Home  Office  Assistant.  Retired  of¬ 
fice  manager  offering  part-time  assistance 
(two  to  eight  hours  weekly  or  bi-weekly). 
Honest,  consistent,  accurate,  organized,  and 
self-reliant.  Computer-literate.  Have  intelli¬ 
gence,  perseverance,  math  aptitude,  and  good 
problem-solving  skills.  Manual  filing  systems 
and  forms  design.  I'm  low-key,  personable, 
and  considerate.  Prefer  same.  Call  Strider, 
415-648-8567. 


Kitty-sitting,  Noe  Valley.  Let  me  love  and 
care  for  your  baby(s)  while  you’re  gone.  I  be¬ 
lieve  in  touch  therapy  and  give  massages,  bel¬ 
ly  rubs,  and  lots  of  pets  and  kisses!  I’ve  had 
lots  of  experience  and  received  good  training 
from  the  SPCA  and  through  cat-sitting  on  my 
own.  Also,  I  can  give  meds  and  subcutaneous 
fluids.  Cats  really  respond  to  me.  References 
are  available.  Call  Ginny,  4 1 5-647-482 1 ,  or  e- 
mail  Virginia.papp@gmail.com. 

Jazz  Guitar  Lessons/Improvisation  Theory. 

Improve  technique  and  knowledge  of  guitar 
fingerboard  while  developing  your  own  style. 
$45.  Bruno  Pelletier-Bacquaert,  648-6992, 
www.brunojazz.com. 

Garden  Cottage  in  the  Heart  of  Noe  Valley. 

Perfect  for  visiting  friends  and  family.  Se¬ 
cluded  and  detached  with  private  deck.  Com¬ 
pletely  furnished.  Queen  bed  and  twin  sleep¬ 
er  couch.  Fully  equipped  kitchen.  Short-term 
rental.  Minimum  two  nights.  Non-smoking. 
4 1 5-970-8 1 77.  www.bemyguestsf.com. 

PC  Tutoring:  Introduction  to  Windows, 
Word,  Excel,  PowerPoint,  and  Internet  by  a 
very  patient  community  college  teacher.  Spe¬ 
cial  offer:  one  and  a  half  hours  for  $45.  415- 
820-1670;  cfebcom@gmail.com. 

Handyman — 756-9896.  Basic  electrical, 
building  maintenance,  carpentry,  custom  cab¬ 
inetry  and  woodwork,  decks,  doors,  dry-rot 
damage,  fences,  garbage  disposals,  locks, 
molding,  painting,  plumbing,  sheetrock,  sid¬ 
ing,  stairs,  tile,  toilets. 

Piano  Lessons  in  Noe  Valley:  Supportive,  pa¬ 
tient  teacher  with  many  years  of  experience. 
Lessons  tailored  to  individual  goals.  Ear  train¬ 
ing,  theory,  classical  or  popular  repertoire. 
Barbara  Bannett,  415-648-1007. 

Scottish  Country  Dancing  is  fun,  social,  and 
energetic.  A  new  Introductory  class  starts 
Thursday,  Sept.  11,8  p.m.,  Noe  Valley  Min¬ 
istry.  $8/class,  or  nine-class  series/$60.  Bring 
soft  shoes.  No  partners  needed.  A  class  for 
Youth  and  Families  starts  Sunday,  Sept.  7, 
4:30  p.m.,  Richmond  District  YMCA.  415- 
333-9372,  Susie.Langdon-Kass@ucsf.edu, 
http:llwww.sf-scottishdancers.orgl. 

Guitar  and  Bass  Lessons.  Former  Pickle 
Family  Circus  music  director,  composer  of 
Academy  Award-winning  film.  B.A.  Berklee. 
20  years  of  teaching  experience.  All  ages,  be¬ 
ginners  welcome.  Fun,  reasonable.  I  do  house- 
calls.  Mark,  282-8244;  www.kennedymusic 
studio.com. 

August  Moon  Massage.  Jana  Hutcheson. 
Swedish,  shiatsu,  lomilomi,  deep-tissue, 
sports  massage.  House  calls  available.  Gift 
certificates.  415-647-7517.  Gall  for  appoint¬ 
ment  today. 


Carmen  Housecleaner.  We  provide  quality, 
experience,  and  the  best  rates  in  San  Francis¬ 
co  for  cleaning  your  home  or  office.  Special¬ 
ty  is  move-in  or  move-out  cleaner.  We  do  the 
best  in  the  West.  Call  us  for  a  free  estimate, 
seven  days  a  week!  Call  Carmen,  650-588- 
1291  or  650-452-3000. 

Bed  &  Breakfast  “Cottage  Gate.”  Charm¬ 
ing  studio  with  queen  bed,  kitchenette,  break¬ 
fast  choices.  Private  entrance  (no  steps),  bath, 
cable;  20th  and  Douglass  streets.  4 1 5-626-6497. 
JimDiDL@aol.com.  Photos;  www. vacation 
rentals. coml  vacation-rentals/ 10961  .html. 

Book  Club  Facilitator.  Classic  to  contempo¬ 
rary.  Fiction,  memoir,  drama,  shorts.  Lisa 
Buchanan,  415-566-8577;  lisakbfacilitator 
@pobox.com. 


Want  to  Place  a 
Class  Ad? 

It’s  easy.  Just  type  or  print  the  text  of 
your  ad,  multiply  the  number  of 
words  by  40(  per  word,  and  send  us 
a  check  or  money  order  for  the  total. 
(Note  that  a  phone  number,  including 
area  code,  counts  as  one  word.)  Then 
mail  your  ad  text  and  payment,  made 
out  to  the  Noe  Valley  Voice,  so  that  we 
receive  it  by  the  15th  of  the  month 
before  the  month  in  which  you’d  like 
to  advertise.  The  address  is  Noe  Val¬ 
ley  Voice  Class  Ads,  1021  Sanchez 
Street,  San  Francisco,  CA  94114. 
(Sorry,  the  Voice  is  unable  to  accept 
Class  Ads  by  phone  or  e-mail.) 

10  for  10  discount:  The  Noe  Valley 
Voice  publishes  10  months  a  year. 
(We’re  on  vacation  in  January  and 
August.)  If  you  place  the  same  class 
ad  in  10  issues,  you  are  entitled  to  a 
10  percent  discount.  To  figure  your 
cost,  deduct  10  percent  from  the  total 
amount  due  for  10  issues. 

The  next  Voice  will  be  the  October 
2008  issue,  distributed  in  Noe  Valley 
the  first  week  of  October. 

The  deadline  for  Class  Ads  is  Sept. 

15.  Note:  The  issue  will  be  displayed 
for  one  month  on  our  website: 
www.noevalleyvoice.com. 

Advertisers  should  keep  in  mind  that 
only  the  first  few  words  of  their  ad 
(not  to  exceed  one  line)  will  be  set  in 
bold.  Also,  receipts  and  tear  sheets 
will  be  provided  only  if  your  order  is 
accompanied  by  a  self-addressed, 
stamped  envelope.  Refunds  are  not 
granted  unless  we  have  made  the 
error.  Thank  you  for  your  support. 


Noe  Valley  Goes  Green 
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Efficiency 

Solar 


CALL  MARC,  YOUR  BAY  AREA  EE  SOLAR  REP 

(415)861-7278 

sales@eesolar.com 

WWW.EESOLAR.COM 


SOLAR  ELECTRIC  SOLUTIONS  SINCE  1989 


Cal.  License  #827074 


a  local  girl's  coffee  shop 
Proudly  Serving  La  Coppa  Coffee 

Featuring  a  Variety  of  Desserts  Delivered  Fresh  Daily 

from  Raison  d’Etre  Bakeries 

Serving  an  Assortment  of  Teas  &  Blended  Beverages 

Savor  our  Friendly,  Cozy  Atmosphere 

FREE  WIRELESS 

Open  7  Days  -  5:30  a.m.  -  8:00  p.m. 

3966  24th  Street  415.642.1 192 

between  Sanchez  &  Noe  BernadetteMelvin@Gmail.com 
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Let  your  relatives 
out  of  the  closet! 


*Offer  valid  through  10/1/08 


Back  Pain  Got  You  Down? 

Nearly  everyone  experiences  back  pain  at  some 
point  in  their  life.  But  if  you  have  chronic  back  pain, 
chances  are  it  won’t  go  away  on  its  own. 


Digitize  your  family  photos. 


Bring  your  photo  and  camera  film  treasures 
along  with  this  ad  to  NEWLAB  and  turn  them  into 
digital  memories  and  prints  you  can  share ! 


JL  651  Bryant  St  :  San  Francisco 

(4 1 5)905-8555  :  newlab.com 


Register  on-line  at 
www.cpmc.org/neuroscience 
or  call  415-600-7361 


Attend  our  ff'QC 

SEMINAR  V 
TO  LEARN  MORE. 

•  Educational 
Discussions 

•  Free  Parking 

•  Refreshments 


California  Pacific 
Medical  Center 

A  Sutter  Health  Affiliate 
IV/ffr  You.  For  Life. 


Treatment  Options  for 
Back  Pain  and  Spinal  Disorders 

Saturday,  September  13 
9  a.m.  - 12  p.m. 

California  Pacific  Medical  Center 
Davies  Campus  Auditorium  -  B  level 
Castro  &  Duboce  Streets,  San  Francisco 


Beyond  Medicine. 


GJLitQ 

THE  PRISON  INDUSTRIAL  COMPLEX: 
JEN  YEARS  AND  COUNTING 


get  INVOLVED! 

^PARTICIPATE 

}OONATE 


September  26-28,  2008  •  Oakland,  CA 
www.criticalresistance.org  •  510.444.0484 


Upper  Noe 

A  Memoir 

By  Daniel  Hallford 

Author  of  Pelican  Bay 

Available  at  local  bookstores 

or  from 

Barnesandnoble.com 
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and  now  for  the 

RUMORS 

behind  the  news 


Tomorrowland 


By  Mazook 

PAVED  WITH  GOOD  INTENTIONS: 
Downtown  Noe  Valley’s  busiest  intersec¬ 
tion,  at  24th  and  Castro,  seems  to  get  dici¬ 
er  every  day,  what  with  all  the  cars,  trucks, 
buses,  bicycles,  skateboards,  and  pedes¬ 
trians  sprinting  or  schlepping  across  it. 
But  now  the  intersection  has  a  new  “calm¬ 
ing”  device:  a  brick-patterned  crosswalk 
that  is  the  first  of  its  kind  in  San  Francis¬ 
co. 

According  to  Debra  Niemann,  director 
of  the  Noe  Valley  Association  (the  neigh¬ 
borhood’s  “community  benefit  district”), 
the  crosswalk,  installed  in  mid-August, 
was  one  of  the  things  local  residents  and 
merchants  had  been  asking  for. 

You’ll  remember  that  the  NVA — with 
the  help  of  Urban  Ecology,  a  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  non-profit  specializing  in  commu¬ 
nity  design — conducted  a  questionnaire 
survey  and  a  series  of  community  meet¬ 
ings  back  in  the  fall  of  ’06  and  spring  of 
’07.  Out  of  those  meetings  came  the  “Noe 
Valley  Streetscape  Plan,”  a  document  that 
erects  guideposts  for  the  future  of  24th, 
Street.  (A  copy  is  attached  to  the  back  of 
the  NVA  bulletin  board  in  the  city  park¬ 
ing  lot  between  Le  Zinc  and  Radio 
Shack.) 

“Of  the  2 1  complete  street  components 
presented  to  the  community  [whose  mem¬ 
bers  were]  asked  where  they  would  spend 
their  money,  high-visibility  crosswalks 
ranked  second  on  the  list,”  says  Niemann. 


^Mexican  Grille 
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¥  Broiled  Salmon  Burritos  ¥  Delicious  Chicken  Mole  V 
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¥  New  Maya  Tamales  ¥ 
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*  Great  Atmosphere!  * 

Open  Everyday  *  11  am  -  10  pm 

3917  24th  Street 

at  Sanchez 

415-648-0477 


Number  one  on  the  list  was  “bus  bulb- 
outs,”  by  the  way. 

Starting  with  the  second  item,  the  NVA 
researched  crosswalk  materials  and  found 
a  company  in  Canada,  Integrated  Paving 
Concepts,  which  makes  crosswalks  out  of 
DuraTherm,  a  thermoplastic  material. 

Explains  Niemann,  “It’s  a  decorative 
asphalt  surfacing  system  with  great  dura¬ 
bility,  which  is  inlaid  into  new  asphalt 
[and  then]  installed  flush  with  the  asphalt, 
and  hence  it’s  very  resistant  to  the  wear 
and  tear  caused  by  traffic.  It  should  last 
15  or  20  years.” 

She  adds  that  the  NVA  wrote  a  grant 
for  the  installation  of  the  asphalt  (rough¬ 
ly  half  the  total  cost),  IPC  donated  half 
the  cost  of  the  product,  DPW  waived  the 
permit  fees,  and  the  Metropolitan  Transit 
Authority  approved  the  project  and  des¬ 
ignated  the  intersection  a  “test  site”  for 
San  Francisco  (it  has  already  been  in¬ 
stalled  in  some  intersections  in  New  York 
City,  Philadelphia,  and  Boston). 

“In  the  19  months  it  took  from  com¬ 
munity  input  to  actual  installation,  I 
learned  more  about  traffic  control  and  the 
merits  of  thermoplastic  street  components 
than  I  ever  thought  possible,”  Niemann 
says,  “and  I  also  learned  how  cooperative 
all  of  the  various  city  agencies  could  be 
in  making  things  happen.” 

The  installation  took  two  and  a  half 
days  to  complete  and  cost  $58,000,  of 
which  $13,400  was  paid  by  the  NVA  out 
of  community  benefit  district  funds. 

S  S  S 

MARKET  FLUCTUATIONS:  The  Noe 
Valley  Bureau  of  Investigation  has 
checked  out  the  rumors  flying  around  Noe 
Valley  in  August:  that  Bell  Market  would 
close  in  four  months,  the  building  would 
be  demolished,  a  commercial/residential 
structure  with  basement  parking  would  be 
built  in  its  place,  and  Noe  Valleons  would 
be  roaming  the  streets  looking  for  milk 


and  produce. 

Well,  it’s  true  that  Bell  Market — a  part 
of  the  Ralphs  supermarket  chain,  owned 
by  food  giant  Kroger— has  lost  its  lease 
and  will  be  closing  in  February  2009. 
However,  the  space  will  be  occupied  by 
a  new  Whole  Foods  Market,  going  in 
sometime  after  April  2009.  (That’s  actu¬ 
ally  old  news — see  Voice,  September,  Oc¬ 
tober,  December  2007). 

Mark  Campagna,  spokesperson  for 
property  owner  Anchor  Realty,  told  this 
Voice  reporter  last  month  that  there  were 
no  plans  to  demolish  the  16,000-plus- 
square-foot  structure,  although  the  24th 
Street  store  is  small  by  Whole  Foods  (and 
Kroger)  standards,  where  the  average  size 
is  twice  to  three  times  as  large. 

Campagna  said  he  did  not  know  how 
long  it  would  take  Whole  Foods  to  reopen 
the  store,  but  he  estimated  it  would  be  a 
matter  of  several  months. 

The  source  of  the  demolish/rebuild  ru¬ 
mor  could  be  a  fear  that  what  happened  a 
couple  of  years  ago  in  the  Haight,  when 
the  Cala  on  the  corner  of  Haight  and 
Stanyan  closed,  could  happen  here.  The 
property  owner’s  plans  to  demolish  the 
Cala  and  build  a  ground-floor  grocery  and 
top-floor  residences  stalled,  leaving  the 
Haight  supermarketless. 

FYI,  Bell  will  also  be  closing  its  store 
on  Silver  Avenue  at  Goettingen  in  Febru¬ 
ary  of  ’09.  That  building  is  also  owned  by 
Anchor  Realty,  and  after  Bell  vacates,  the 
space  will  become  a  Fresh  &  Easy  Neigh¬ 
borhood  Market  (owned  by  the  British 
food  giant  Tesco),  which  will  spotlight 
fresh  and  healthy  foods.  This  is  one  of  the 
first  two  F&E  stores  opening  in  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  next  year  (the  other  will  be  at  Third 
Street  and  Carroll  Avenue). 

The  only  remnant  of  Kroger’s  super¬ 
markets  in  Northern  California  will  be  the 
Cala  on  the  comer  of  California  and  Hyde 
streets.  But  the  rumor  is  its  lease  will  end 
soon,  too,  and  then  the  building  will  be 


demolished  and  replaced  by — what 
else? — residential  housing  over  commer¬ 
cial  and  parking  structures. 

The  Noe  Valley  Bureau  of  Investiga¬ 
tion  has  learned  that  local  gamblers  are 
posting  odds  of  500  to  1  that  the  24th 
Street  Real  Food  Company  will  ever  re¬ 
open.  (It  closed  five  years  ago  on  Labor 
Day  2003.)  The  NVBI  speculates  that  the 
odds  are  3  to  1  that  the  next  sign  to  ap¬ 
pear  on  the  front  of  the  building  will  be 
“For  Sale.” 

&  s  s 

RESTAURANTS,  CAFES,  AND  EATER¬ 
IES,  OH  MY:  It  appears  that  Kookez  Cafe 
has  been  sold  and  had  its  last  supper  on 
Sunday,  Aug.  24.  Noe  Valley  diners  were 
tipped  off  at  the  beginning  of  July,  when 
an  application  to  transfer  the  beer  and 
wine  license  from  Kookez  to  the  Tanger¬ 
ine  Restaurant  Group,  Inc.,  was  posted  in 
the  window. 

In  mid-August,  the  sign  on  the  front  of 
Kookez  said  “Closed  for  Vacation,”  but 
now  it  looks  as  if  a  sale  is  pending  and  es¬ 
crow  should  close  soon.  The  NVBI  has 
learned  that  the  buyer  is  a  California  cor¬ 
poration,  but  we  can’t  find  evidence  that 
it  operates  a  restaurant.  Those  of  you  who 
had  hopes  that  the  popular  Eureka  Valley 
restaurant  Tangerine  would  be  opening  a 
Noe  Valley  branch  will  likely  be  disap¬ 
pointed.  Tangerine’s  manager  says  the  ru¬ 
mor  is  untrue. 

Rumors  flew  near  the  end  of  July  that 
Noe  Valley’s  long-running  Rin’s  Thai 
Restaurant,  on  the  corner  of  24th  and 
Douglass,  was  changing  hands.  They  too 
were  sparked  by  an  ABC  transfer  appli¬ 
cation  in  the  front  window  of  the  restau¬ 
rant.  However,  for  all  you  anxious  patrons 
and  devotees,  the  NVBI  has  confirmed 
that  there  will  be  no  changes  at  the  restau¬ 
rant,  and  that  the  transfer  that  was  made 
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is  just  between  the  family  members  who 
currently  run,  and  will  continue  to  run,  the 
eaterie,  without  any  change  in  the  menu. 

It  appears  that  chef  Brett  Emerson’s 
three-year  quest  to  remodel  and  open  his 
restaurant,  Contigo  at  1 320  Castro  Street, 
will  come  to  a  happy  end  soon.  His  ap¬ 
plication  for  a  beer  and  wine  license  was 
posted  in  the  first  week  of  August,  and  ac¬ 
cording  to  Brett's  blog,  inpiaiseofsar- 
dines.com,  he  is  hoping  for  a  “Septem- 
berish”  opening.  The  build-out  was 
slowed  by  Emerson's  decision  to  reclaim 
and  reuse  the  old  growth  redwood  siding 
from  the  original  building.  However,  the 
place  is  now  flooded  with  activity,  and  the 
first  supper  could  be  served  by  the  end  of 
the  month.  Good  luck.  Brett. 

Melanie  Kang  and  Steven  Baker,  who 
have  made  tiny  Chloe’s  Cafe  a  Noe  Val¬ 
ley  destination  for  brunch  since  it  opened 
in  1 987,  celebrated  their  20th  anniversary 
this  summer  by  staying  open  for  dinner 
(after  their  normal  hours  of  8  to  3  Mon¬ 
day  through  Friday,  and  8  to  4  on  Satur¬ 
day  and  Sunday).  However,  they  will  be 
returning  to  normal  hours  soon,  and  you'll 
probably  have  to  wait  until  next  summer 
for  dinner  again.  Still,  drop  by  and  con¬ 
gratulate  them. 

©  ®  © 

OAKLAND'S  NEW  GEM:  Say  goodbye 
to  the  very  popular  DNV  jewelry  store, 
Rose  Quartz,  which  opened  up  in  1986  in 
what  was  just  a  garage  next  to  St.  Clair’s 
Liquor  Store,  on  24th  near  the  comer  of 
Sanchez. 

“The  landlord  wouldn’t  renew  my 
lease,"  says  owner  Yvette  Chamberland, 
“so  I  was  forced  to  relocate.  I  have  found 


a  great  space  in  the  Lakeshore  Business 
District  [at  3295  Lakeshore  Avenue],  in 
Oakland,  and  my  final-final  day  in  Noe 
Valley  is  September  6.” 

Chamberland  says  she  is  very  sad  to 
leave  the  neighborhood  but  is  happy  that 
her  store  space  will  be  five  times  the  size 
of  her  current  200  square  feet  and  locat¬ 
ed  in  a  bustling  commercial  district  close 
to  her  home.  “I  won’t  have  to  commute 
anymore,”  she  smiles,  “and  many  of  my 
regular  customers  tell  me  that  [coming  to 
my  new  store]  will  give  them  just  one 
more  destination  when  they  travel  to  the 
East  Bay.” 

©  ©  © 

THE  OLD  RAZZLE-DAZZLE:  More 
congratulations  go  to  the  Fashion  Com¬ 
pany,  a  rather  unique  Castro  Hill  family- 
run  business.  For  more  than  60  years, 
Fashion  has  been  selling  beads,  rhine¬ 
stones,  lace,  and  ribbons  to  those  in  show 
business,  and  to  those  who  are  in  the  busi¬ 
ness  of  showing  off.  The  business  is  cur¬ 
rently  being  run  by  Tasia  (pronounced 
“Tah-Jah")  Melvin  and  her  son  Terrance. 

“My  father  started  the  business  in 
1 947,”  says  Melvin,  “And  when  he  retired 
in  1974, 1  took  over,  and  now  my  son  Ter¬ 
rance  manages  the  day-to-day  business 
and  is  assisted  by  his  eleven-year-old  son. 
Dale,  who  is  now  learning  the  business.” 

Melvin  says  local  customers  include 
the  long-running  Beach  Blanket  Babylon 
production,  the  San  Francisco  Opera, 
“and  the  costumes  of  a  lot  of  local  drag 
queens.”  Recently,  Cher’s  wardrobe  peo¬ 
ple  came  looking  for  inspiration  for  ad¬ 
ditions  to  costumes  for  her  new  Las  Ve¬ 
gas  show. 

The  most  unique  order  the  family  has 
received  over  the  years  was  for  a  Prince 
concert  in  San  Francisco.  “They  ordered 
many,  many  pounds  of  purple  beads, 
which  they  put  up  on  the  walls  of  his 
dressing  room.” 


And  the  strangest  order  they’ve  had 
was  from  the  University  of  Arizona. 
“They  ordered  four  thousand  pounds  of 
plastic  beads,  which  they  blew  up  in  the 
desert,  to  conduct  an  experiment  by  the 
Norwegian  government,”  says  Melvin. 

At  press  time,  the  Melvin  family  was 
trying  to  help  Tina  Turner’s  wardrobe 
staff  come  up  with  some  trim  for  a  show 
gown.  “However,  it  will  be  a  tough  order 
to  fill.” 


©  ©  a 

INTO  THE  WOODS:  Prolific  author  An¬ 
drea  Gosline  has  written  a  new  book 
about  a  still-thriving  peppermint  willow 
tree  she  planted  in  Noe  Valley  15  years 
ago  in  front  of  her  Vicksburg  residence. 
Gosline  moved  from  Noe  Valley  to  In- 
gleside  Terrace  three  years  ago. 

“That  tree  was  the  inspiration  for  The 
Happiness  Tree,  celebrating  the  gifts  of 
trees  we  treasure,”  says  Gosline.  “I  still 
shop  in  Noe  Valley,  and  on  each  trip  [I  am] 
sure  to  include  a  visit  to  the  tree  [at  429 
Vicksburg]  and  give  the  trunk  a  little  hug.” 

Gosline  wants  everybody  to  come  out 
to  Friends  of  the  Urban  Forest’s  first  fam¬ 
ily  event  called  “Kids  'n'  Trees,”  at  Mis¬ 
sion  Creek  Park  on  Saturday,  Oct.  1 1 .  The 
festivities  will  include  the  Sippy  Cups  in 
concert,  an  interactive  reading  of 
Gosline ’s  new  book,  and  an  array  of  en¬ 
vironmental  activities. 

Speaking  of  concerts  in  parks,  don’t 
miss  the  fifth  annual  Music  in  the  Park, 
sponsored  by  Friends  of  Noe  Valley.  It’s 
being  held  on  Sept.  14  at  Noe  Courts  from 
1 1  a.m.  to  3  p.m.  Bands  will  be  playing, 
a  bouncing  tent  will  be  jumping,  and  food 
and  beverages  will  be  available  at  mod¬ 
est  cost. 

©  ©  © 

BEFORE  I  GO:  I’d  like  to  send  my  con¬ 
dolences  to  the  family  of  one  of  our  neigh¬ 
borhood’s  more  distinguished  residents, 


Del  Martin,  who  died  Aug.  27  at  age  87 
(see  page  1  of  this  issue).  Martin  is  sur¬ 
vived  by  her  spouse,  Phyllis  Lyon.  They 
moved  to  Noe  Valley  in  1 955  and  worked 
to  organize  the  Daughters  of  Bilitis,  one 
of  the  first  national  organizations  to  sup¬ 
port  lesbian  civil  rights.  More  than  50 
years  later,  one  of  Martin’s  dreams,  that 
same-sex  couples  would  have  equal  rights 
to  marry,  became  a  reality.  We  will  all 
miss  you. 

That’s  30.  Ciao  for  now.  ■ 


Explore  an  alternative. 
HOMEOPATHY 


Varda  Wilensky,  M.A.,  C.Hom 
Certified  in  Classical  Homeopathy 


Mission  Lotus  Center 
2601  Mission  Street,  Suite  201 

(Mission  @  corner  of  22nd  St.  above  US  Bank) 

San  Francisco  CA 


Call  for 

FREE  Preliminary  Consultation 

415.821.9969 


The  New  ‘Look’  of  24th  Street:  The  pace  of  Noe  Valley  slowed  down  a  bit  last  month,  after  city  work  crews  finished  laying  DuraTherm  pedestrian  crosswalks  at  the 
intersection  of  24th  and  Castro  streets.  The  white  brick  design  was  chosen  by  the  Noe  Valley  Association  (the  neighborhood’s  community  benefit  district),  which  had  won  a 
grant  to  supplement  the  cost.  Tell  the  association  what  you  think:  e-mail  Debra  Niemann  at  nemo@rcn.com.  Photo  by  BeveriyTharp 
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MORE  GROUPS  TO  JOIN 


Castro  Area  Planning  +  Action 

Contact:  Linton  Stables,  541-0344,  ext.  230 
E-mail:  capa@home4us.org 
Meetings:  Second  Thursday  of  the  month. 
Eureka  Valley  Recreation  Center,  100 
Collingwood  St.,  7:30  p.m. 

Church  Street  Professionals 

Contacts:  Lynn  Ingham,  643-5966, 
or  Paula  Benton,  248-0235 
E-mail :  henlonp@sprynet.com 
Meetings:  Third  Monday,  every  other 
month.  Location  varies. 

Diamond  Heights  Community 
Association 

Contact:  Betsy  Eddy,  239-5776 
Mailing  Address:  P.O.  Box  31529, 

San  Francisco,  C A  94 1 3 1 

Meetings:  First  Thursday  of  the  month,  7:30 

p.m.  Call  for  location. 

Dolores  Heights  Improvement  Club 

E-mail:  dhicI23@gmail.com 
Website:  www.doloresheights.org 
Meetings:  Board  meetings  bimonthly;  mem¬ 
bership  semi-annually. 

Duncan  Newburg  Association  (DNA) 

Contacts:  Pat  Lockhart.  282-9360; 

Diane  McCamey,  824-0303;  or 
Deanna  Mooney,  821-4045 
Mailing  Address:  560  Duncan  St., 

San  Francisco,  CA  94131 
Meetings:  Call  for  details. 

East  &  West  of  Castro  Street 
Improvement  Club 

Contact:  Paul  Kantus,  647-3753 
Mailing  Address:  492  Douglass  St., 

San  Francisco,  CA  94114 
Meetings:  Irregular,  call  to  confirm. 

Eureka  Valley  Promotion  Association 

Contact:  Lion  Barnett,  255-3624 
Mailing  Address:  P.O.  Box  14137, 

San  Francisco,  CA  94114 
Meetings:  Third  Thursday  of  the  month 
(except  December),  Eureka  Valley  Recrea¬ 
tion  Center.  100  Collingwood  St.,  7:30  p.m. 

Fair  Oaks  Neighbors 

Contact:  Joyce  Kurtz,  401-6362 
Mailing  Address:  261  Fair  Oaks  St.,  San 
Francisco,  CA  94110 
Note:  The  annual  Fair  Oaks  Street  Fair  is 
held  the  day  before  Mother’s  Day. 


Fairmount  Heights  Neighborhood 
Association 

Contact:  Gregg  Brooks 
E-mail:  sflyric@yahoo.com 
Mailing  Address:  P.O.  Box  31059,  San 
Francisco,  CA  94131 
Meetings:  E-mail  for  details. 

Friends  of  Dolores  Park  Playground 

Contact:  Eli  Merritt,  285-3774 
E-mail:  emerr@earthlink.net 
Mailing  Address:  3786  20th  St.,  San 
Francisco,  CA  94110 
Meetings:  E-mail  for  information. 

Friends  of  Glen  Canyon  Park 

Contact:  Richard  Craib,  648-0862 
Mailing  Address:  140  Turquoise  Way,  San 
Francisco,  CA  94131 
Meetings:  Call  for  details. 

Friends  of  Noe  Courts  Playground 

Contact:  Laura  Norman 
E-mail:  lauranor@yahoo.com 
Mailing  Address:  c/o  Friends  of  Noe  Valley, 
P.O.  Box  460953,  San  Francisco,  CA  94146 
Meetings:  E-mail  for  dates  and  times. 

Friends  of  Noe  Valley  (FNV) 

Contact:  Richard  May 
E-mail:  ramhooks@pacbell.net 
Website:  www.friendsofnoevalley.com 
Mailing  Address:  P.O.  Box  460953,  San 
Francisco,  CA  94146 
Meetings:  First  or  second  Thursday  of  the 
month  (call  or  e-mail  to  confirm),  at 
St.  Philip's  Parish  Hall,  725  Diamond  St. 

Friends  of  On  Lok’s  30th  Street 
Senior  Center 

Contact:  Marianne  Hampton,  601-7845 
Mailing  Address:  225  30th  St.,  San 
Francisco,  CA  94131 
Meetings:  Occasional.  Call  for  details. 

Friends  of  Noe  Valley  Recreation 
Center  and  Park 

Contact:  Alexandra  Torre 
E-mail:  noe _park@atorre.com 
Website:  www.noevalleyreccenter.com 
Meetings:  E-mail  or  check  website. 


Liberty  Hill  Neighborhood 
Association 

Contact:  John  Barbey,  695-0990 
Mailing  Address:  P.O.  Box  1921 14, 

San  Francisco,  CA  941 19 
Meetings:  Quarterly.  Call  for  details. 

Noe  Screenwriting  Discussion  Group 

Contact:  Kendall  Callas,  821-1310 
E-mail:  kendall@microcounsel.com 
Meetings:  Monthly;  e-mail  for  details. 
Pre-requisite:  Completed  a  screenplay  or  a 
screenwriting  course. 

Noe  Strolls  “Playgroup  on  Wheels” 

Contact:  noestrolls@aol.com 
Weekly  Stroll:  Thursday  at  1 1  a.m., 
departing  Holey  Bagel,  3872  24th  St. 

For  details,  visit  www.noestrolls.com. 

Noe  Valley  Association-24th  Street 
Community  Benefit  District 

Contact:  Debra  Niemann,  nemo@rcn.com 
Dispatch:  To  report  spills,  debris,  or  garbage 
on  24th  Street,  call  559-8492. 

Noe  Valley  Democratic  Club 

Contact:  Andy  Fleischman,  641-5838 
Meetings:  Third  Wednesday  of  the  month; 

St.  Philip’s  Church,  725  Diamond  St.,  7:30 
p.m.  Parking  available  in  lot  off  Elizabeth. 

Noe  Valley  Farmers’  Market 

Saturdays,  8  a.m.  to  noon,  on  24th  between 
Sanchez  and  Vicksburg  Street 
Contact:  Paula  Benton,  248-1332 
Mailing  Address:  4104  24th  St.,  #401,  San 
Francisco,  C  A  941 14 
Meetings:  Second  Thursday  of  the  month, 
Noe  Valley  Ministry  (co-sponsor),  1021 
Sanchez  St.,  8  p.m. 

Noe  Valley  Library  Campaign 

Contacts:  Kim  Drew,  643-4695, 
kkdrew@yahoo.com ;  Marian  Chatfield- 
Taylor,  626-7512,  ext.  103 
Mailing  Address:  Friends  of  the 
San  Francisco  Public  Library,  391  Grove  St., 
San  Francisco,  CA  94102 


Noe  Valley  Merchants  and 
Professionals  Association  (NVMPA) 

Contacts:  Donna  Davis,  647-21 16,  or  Gwen 
Sanderson,  550-7577 
E-niai I :  info@noevalleymerchants.com : 
register  at  www.noevalleymerchants.com. 
Meetings:  Last  Tuesday  of  the  month,  Bank 
of  America,  4098  24th  St..  9  a.m. 

Noe  Valley  Parent  Network 

An  e-mail  resource  network  for  parents 
Contact:  Mina  Kenvin 
E-mail:  minaken@gmail.com 

Noe  Valley  Preparedness  Committee 

Contact:  Maxine  Fasulis,  641-5536 
E-mail:  mfasulis@yahoo.com 
Meetings:  Call  for  details. 

Outer  Noe  Valley  Merchants 

Contact:  Jim  Appenrodt,  641-1500 
Mailing  Address:  294  29th  St.,  San 
Francisco,  CA94I3I 
Meetings:  Call  for  details. 

San  Jose/Guerrero  Coalition  to 
Save  Our  Streets 

Contact:  Don  Oshiro,  285-8188 
E-mail:  contact@sanjoseguerrero.com 
Website:  www.sanjoseguerrero.com 
Meetings:  See  website. 

See  Jane  Run  Running  Programs 

Contacts:  Shauna  Nyborg.  415-401-8338; 
Deb  DeFanti.  415-839-9393 
E-mail:  events@seejanerun.com 
Address:  3910  24th  Street  (at  Sanchez) 
Website:  http://www.seejanerun.coml 
t-Training.aspx 

Southwest  Mission  Neighborhood 
Association  (SWMNA) 

Boundaries:  24th  Street  to  Cesar  Chavez  and 
Fair  Oaks  to  Mission 
Contact:  Lori  Oshiro,  Secretary 
E-mail:  lori@tail-wagging.com 
Website:  www.tail-wagging.com 
Meetings:  E-mail  for  information. 

Upper  Noe  Neighbors 

Contact:  Vicki  Rosen,  285-0473 
Mailing  Address:  169  Valley  St.,  San 
Francisco,  CA  94131 
Meetings:  Last  Thursday  of  the  month. 
Upper  Noe  Recreation  Center,  Day  and 
Sanchez.  7:30  p.m. 


JOIN  US  AT  THE 


BIG  BLUE 


OLD  PILLS  PILING  UP? 

Bring  unused  medicine  to  drop  off  at  our  collection  booth  for 
safe  disposal. 


FREE  FOOD  FOR  YOUR  PLANTS 

Enrich  your  garden  with  a  compost  giveaway. 

Limit  two  bags  per  person. 


HARVEST  THE  RAIN! 

Learn  how  to  install  a  rain  barrel  for  irrigation.  Limited  number 
of  free  rainbarrels  for  SF  residents  while  supplies  last. 


EVERY  DROP  COUNTS 

Bring  your  used  cooking  oil  for  recycling  into  biofuel. 
KEEP  YOUR  CATCH  BASIN  HAPPY 


R  11,2008 
TO  2  P.M. 

on  Jerrold  Ave.  (At  Phelps) 

BlueBucket.org 


.  554-3289 


G'OSOLAR  SF  AND  SAVE! 

Save  up  to  50%  on  solar  panel  installations. 


SAVE  WATER.  SAVE  MONEY. 

Free  plumbing  devices  and  rebates  to  save  money 
and  fight  the  drought. 


Adopt  a  catch  basin  or  a  storm  drain  and  get  free  tools  to 
prevent  neighborhood  flooding. 
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what  to  do  when  you're  done  with  these? 


FREE  NEIGHBORHOOD  DROP-OFF  LOCATIONS 
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Cole  Hardware 

33 1  2  Mission  St 

(415)  647-8700 

0  I  i 

Cliff's  Variety 

479  Castro  St 

(415)  431-5365 

0  1 

Canyon  Market 

281 5  Diamond  St 

(415)  586-9999 

0  f 

Ace  Handyman  Hardware 

2075  Market  St 

(415)  934-9010 

Goodwill 

citywide 

sfgoodwill.org 

0 

Walgreens 

citywide 

walgreens.com 

or  5  gallons  per  visit 

*  *  lithium  batteries  must  be  taped  on 

the  ends 

People  •  Service  •  Environment 

SUNSET  SCAVENGER  COMPANY 

GOLDEN  GATE  DISPOSAL 
&  RECYCLING  COMPANY 

Proud  to  be  Employee  Owned 


Use  the  EcoFinder  at 

SFInyironment.org  to  find  more 
ways  to  recycle  just  about  everything. 


SF  Environment 

Our  home.  Our  city.  Our  planet. 

A  Department  of  the  City  and  County  of  San  Francisco 
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focus  —  global  reach. 


FEATURED  PROPERTIES 


2001  MCALLISTER  #323B,  NO.  PANHANDLE 


Trophy  3  unit 
building,  two 
lower  units  otter  3 
bedrooms,  2  baths, 
near  restaurants  & 
shopping.  Upper 
unit  well  lit  with 
multiple  skylights. 
2-car  tandem  garage 
parking,  gourmet 
kitchen  with  stainless 
appliances.  Beautiful 
common  garden 
patio  area. 

Offered  at: 

$1,795,000 

415-642-8000 


1571  CHURCH  ST  #B,  NOE  VALLEY 


Beautifully  remodeled  family  home.  2  Bedrooms,  2 
bathrooms,  office,  2-family  rooms  walk-out  landscaped 
garden,  2-car  garage. 


Offered  at:  $1,250,0 00 


415-642-8000 


Fabulous  light  tilled  top  floor,  south  tacing  condo 
featuring  2BR/2BA,  large  LR  with  hardwood  floors, 
gorgeous  master  suite  with  private  south  balcony  &. 
courtyard  views.  1-car  parking. 


Offered  at.  $759,000 


415-642-8000 


Remodeled  quiet 
rear  unit  in  4  unit 
TIC  building. 

Living  room/dming 
room,  remodeled 
kitchen  with  granite 
&.  stainless  steele 
appliances.  2 
BR/1BA,  hardwood 
floors,  deck,  1-car 
parking.  Assumable 
6.25%  financing. 


Offered  at:  $590,000 

415-642-8000 


105  TRUMAN  DRIVE,  NOVATO 


86  WINDSOR  AVENUE,  SAN  RAFAEL 


4+BR/3.5BA.  Great  value  for  a  luxury  “smart” 
home!  Pano.views  of  5  counties.  Custom  features, 
great  storage,  gourmet  kitchen,  lg.  covered  patio  off 
kitchen,  3  fireplaces,  quiet  office  &.  dual  heat  &.  air 
conditioning. 

Offered  at:  $1,525,00 0 

Joan  Courtney  Ross,  415-389-5614 


3BR/2.5BA.  Tranquil  haven  w/awesome  views  of  Mt. 
Tam  &.  flat  grassy  area  for  relaxing.  Remodeled  in 
2004!  Separate  office  w/ private  deck,  quality  finishes, 
granite  gourmet  kitchen*  home  theater  system.  Privacy 
&  minutes  from  downtown! 

Offered  at:  $1,199,000 

Joan  Courtney  Ross,  415-389-5614 


LEADING 
REAL  ESTATE 
COMPANIES"1 

g/THE  WORLD 


LUXURY 

PORTFOLIO" 

PINE  PEOPEtTY  COLLECTION 


•McGuire  is  an  affiliate  of  Leading  Real  Estate 
Companies  of  the  World™  and  Luxury  Portfolio™ 
—  the  most  powerful  real  estate  and  luxury 
property  network  in  the  world. 


ust  around  the  corner  from  here  you'll  find  it.  We  invite  you  to 
discover  how  we  leverage  our  passion  for  personalized  service  and 
the  most  powerful  global  network  in  the  world*  —  to  your  advantage. 
Visit  McGuire  Noe  Valley  on  Clipper  Street  or  call  us:  415.642.8000 


MAGUIRE 

R  1  A  l 

1  s 

1  A  1  1 

■  It's  never  just  a  house  to 


1 1  ways  the  Home  for  your  life. 


mcguire.com/noevalley 


SAN  FRANCISCO  MARIN  PENINSULA 


THE  LAST  PAGE 
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Shifty 

An  excerpt  from  the  forthcoming  novel 
by  Lynn  E.  Hazen 

Author  Lynn  E.  Hazen 


Summer  is  just  starting  and 
I’m  getting  into  trouble 
without  even  trying.  Just  like 
the  summer  I  got  sent  to  juvie. 
Only  none  of  that  was  my  fault. 
Now  it’s  happening  all  over  again. 

I  park  the  van  for  just  a  second  in 
the  bus  zone  on  Mission  Street.  I 
need  to  buy  me  a  burrito  after  the 
last  day  of  school.  I  look  first — 
and  there’s  no  bus  coming.  But 
cops  are  always  looking  too. 
Looking  for  guys  like  me. 

When  I  come. out  with  my  burrito  the 
cop  is  gone,  but  the  ticket  is  right  there 
on  Martha’s  windshield.  At  least  no  one 
wants  to  see  my  driver’s  license — the 
license  I  don’t  have. 

“Expensive  burrito,”  Martha  says  when 
I  get  back.  Two  hundred  and  seventy-five 
bucks  Martha  has  to  pay  for  that  ticket. 
She  says  I  owe  it  to  her  now,  and  I  got  to 
repay  her — one  way  or  another. 

“Why’d  you  get  a  burrito  anyway?” 
Martha  asks.  “We’re  going  to  Hong  Sing’s 
tonight.” 

“I  was  hungry,”- 1  say. 

Martha  usually  splurges  on  Friday 

nights  with  Chinese  takeout.  Sissy 
holds  the  door  open  at  Hong  Sing’s  for 
Martha  and  the  baby.  I’m  already  inside, 
checking  out  the  specials  and  taking  a 
number  so  we  won’t  have  to  wait  all 
night.  I  like  the  steamy  windows  in  this 
crowded  place,  the  sizzling  garlic  smell, 
and  the  yelling  back  and  forth. 

“The  Hong  Sing  special  ribs  look 
good,”  I  say. 

“I  know,  Soli,”  Martha  says.  “But  I’ve 
still  got  some  food  in  the  fridge  at  home.” 

Martha  must  be  worried  about  that 
expensive  bus  zone  ticket  because  she 
only  orders  half  as  much  as  usual — just 
pot  stickers  and  the  green  bean  garlic 
chicken.  Back  at  Martha’s  the  pot  stickers 
are  perfect.  The  garlic  chicken  and 
Martha’s  leftovers  aren’t  bad  either.  One 
thing  about  Martha  is,  she  doesn’t  skimp 
on  meals.  The  food  might  not  all  match 
up,  like  tonight’s  Chinese  takeout,  left¬ 
over  hot  dogs,  and  canned  beans — but 
for  the  ten  months  or  so  I’ve  been  here, 
there’s  always  been  plenty  of  it.  Not  like 
some  places  I’ve  lived,  where  they  put- 
locks  on  the  refrigerator  and  cupboards 
and  you  got  to  listen  to  your  empty  stom¬ 
ach  grumbling  all  day  and  night. 

Sissy  eats  head-down,  silent  as  usual, 
with  one  hand  in  her  sweater  pocket.  But 
she  perks  up  a  little  at  the  fortune  cook¬ 
ies. 

I  open  mine  first. 

“What’s  it  say?”  Martha  asks. 

“A  sly  rabbit  has  three  openings  to  its  den. 
Whatever  that’s  supposed  to  mean.” 

Sissy  looks  at  hers  but  it’s  got  too  many 


Excerpted from  the  book  Shifty  by  Lynn  £.  Hazen.  Copy¬ 
right  2008.  Reprinted  by  permission  of  Tricycle  Press,  an 
imprint  of  Ten  Speed  Press.  Berkeley,  California. 


words.  She  hands  it  to  Martha. 

"Keep  a  green  tree  in  your  heart  and  a 
songbird  will  come.  ”  Martha  pats  Sissy’s 
hand,  then  gives  the  fortune  back.  Sissy 
tucks  it  into  her  pocket. 

“You  both  did  better  than  me,”  Martha 
says.  “Listen  to  this:  You  will  come  to  the 
attention  of  those  in  authority.  I  hope  not. 
That’s  the  last  thing  I  need.” 

Martha  crumples  her  fortune  and 
tosses  it  in  the  trash.  I  should  have  paid 
more  attention.  Because  Martha  and  me, 
maybe  we  got  our  fortunes  crossed. 

A  few  days  later,  I’m  minding  my  own 
business,  staying  out  of  trouble, 
looking  for  another  parking  place — this 
time  at  that  new  Mission  shopping  cen¬ 
ter.  You’d  think  it  wouldn’t  be  so  crowded 
on  a  weekday  morning.  You’d  think  a  big 
city  like  San  Francisco  could  create  more 
parking  spots. 

I  look  for  a  parking  space  while  watch¬ 
ing  out  for  “authorities.”  I  see  a  cop  in 
front  of  the  Jamba  Juice  a  couple  of  stores 
down  from  Toy  Mart  and  Rite  Aid.  So 
Sissy  and  me,  we’re  stuck  driving  around 
and  around  that  lot  with  no  place  to 
park.  It’s  not  my  idea  tojake  Sissy  shop¬ 
ping.  But  Sissy’s  never  been  to  any  birth¬ 
day  party  and  all  of  a  sudden  she’s 
invited — Sissy’s  so  nervous  about  it  in 
her  no-talking,  no-smiling,  watching- 
everything,  seven-year-old-self  kind  of 
way.  And  Martha  says  I  have  to  take  my 
little  sister  to  the  store  to  help  her  choose 
a  present  for  her  new  school  friend. 

Well  Sissy,  she’s  not  my  real  sister.  And 
Martha,  she’s  not  my  real  mom  either. 

But  I  have  to  do  it  because  “we  got  to 
help  each  other  out,”  Martha  says,  and 
now  she’s  so  busy  with  that  new  crack 
baby. 

“He’s  not  a  crack  baby,”  Martha  tells 
me.  “He’s  a  baby  first.  A  baby  born 
addicted  to  drugs.” 

Pitiful,  the  way  he  shakes  and  all,  and  I 
doubt  he’s  got  a  chance  in  this  world,  but 
no  use  telling  that  to  Martha.  Martha 
believes  in  lost  causes  like  Sissy  and  that 
scrawny  little  baby-first  crack  baby. 

Sissy  is  not  her  real  name,  but  she 
wants  to  be  called  Little  Sister  or  Sissy  all 
the  time.  And  according  to  Martha,  Sissy 
and  I  are  not  “foster  kids”  either.  We  are 
“kids  first.”  She  makes  us  repeat  her  “peo¬ 
ple  first”  language,  and  now  it’s  starting 
to  stick  in  my  brain.  Sissy  and  me,  we  are 
“kids  living  in  a  foster  home.”  Not  foster 
kids.  Nope,  not  according  to  Martha. 

There’s  still  no  place  to  park.  But  that 
cop  finally  disappears,  so  I  pull  into  the 
handicapped  zone  in  front  of  Toy  Mart. 
We’re  only  going  to  be  here  a  few  min¬ 
utes,  and  besides,  I’m  staying  in  the  van. 
Martha  told  me  and  Sissy  to  walk  to  one 
of  those  cheap  stores  on  Mission  Street 
and  “hurry  back."  But  walking  would’ve 
taken  too  long.  The  fastest  thing  to  do 
was  borrow  her  van.  Plus,  I  want  to  look 
at  the  radar  detectors  at  the  auto-supply 
store  on  the  way  back.  Martha  lets  me 
drive  her  old  van,  especially  when  I’m  late 
for  school,  or  her  knee  is  sore,  or  that  jit¬ 


tery  baby  won’t  stop  crying.  Of  course, 
she  usually  comes  along  for  the  ride. 

I  like  how  Martha  is  all  trusting  of  me. 
Not  too  many  people  trust  me  like  that. 
No  one  besides  Martha,  in  fact.  I  got  a 
whole  file  full  of  people  saying  how  I’m 
shifty  and  not  to  be  trusted.  But  Martha, 
she  trusts  the  good  in  people,  even  when 
the  bad  part  is  showing  up  more  than 
anything  else. 

When  I  first  came  to  Martha’s  house, 
she  asked  me  if  I  had  a  driving  permit.  I 
said  yeah.  She  never  asked  if  the  permit 
had  my  name  on  it,  or  if  I  was  old 
enough  to  drive.  I’m  old  enough.  Just  not 
according  to  the  State  of  California. 

So  I  can’t  exactly  tell  Martha  that  the 
permit  isn’t  mine.  It’s  not  my  fault  I’m  tall 
and  I  look  older  than  fifteen.  I  was  just 
helping  out  Wired  at  my  last  group 
home.  He  needed  all  the  help  he  could 
get.  I  took  the  written  test  for  him  at  the 
DMV  and  I  only  got  three  wrong.  Wired 
never  would’ve  passed.  He  was  so  grateful 
he  gave  me  a  copy  of  his  permit.  Of 
course  the  permit  has  Wired’s  name  on 
it — his  real  name,  Franklin.  The  flimsy 
black-and-white  photo  is  faded  and  does¬ 
n’t  look  much  like  me  unless  I  tilt  my 
chin  up  and  smile  with  all  my  teeth 
showing,  just  like  Wired  does.  Luckily 
Martha’s  eyesight  isn’t  all  that  good. 

And  now,  with  her  leg  bothering  her,  it 
seems  a  shame  to  all  of  a  sudden  tell 
Martha  that  I  can’t  get  my  own  real  per¬ 
mit  until  I’m  fifteen  and  a  half.  That’s  five 
months  from  now.  I  like  driving  and  I’m 
good  at  it.  Besides,  Martha  keeps  saying 
she  needs  my  help  since  she’s  so  busy  with 
that  jittery  baby-first  crack  baby.  And  I’m 
not  the  only  one  bending  the  rules.  I 
looked  in  Martha’s  wallet.  Her  license  is 
expired  too. 

I  don’t  want  to  get  another  ticket,  so  I 
plan  to  take  Martha’s  blue  handicapped 
tag  out  of  her  glove  box  and  hook  it  on 
the  rearview  mirror.  With  her  knee 
swollen  most  of  the  time  and  the  bottom 
half  of  her  left  leg  missing  all  the  time, 
Martha  has  a  right  to  those  handicapped 
spaces.  Martha  usually  keeps  her  blue  tag 
in  the  glove  box  and  pretends  she’s  just 
fine.  Like  if  she  pretends  she’s  fine,  no 
one  will  notice  she’s  got  a  fake  leg  below 
her  knee.  Her  prosthesis,  she  calls  it. 

“I  get  around,”  she  says.  “I  get  around 
just  fine.” 

Yeah,  I  could’ve  parked  farther  away 
like  Martha  usually  does.  But  the  way  I 
see  it,  she’s  wasting  a  perfectly  good  blue 
tag,  and  those  parking  spaces  are  empty 
most  of  the  time  anyway.  That’s  what  I’m 
thinking  when  I  pull  into  the  handi¬ 
capped  space  up  front.  Sissy  gives  me  one 
of  those  sideways  looks  of  hers,  but  she 
doesn’t  say  a  thing. 

I  stay  in  the  van  and  send  skinny- 
legged  Sissy  in  with  her  ten  dollars 
scrunched  in  her  fist.  I’ll  watch  for 
cops — and  if  anyone  really  handicapped 
comes  along,  of  course  I’ll  move  the  van. 
But  Sissy,  she  takes  too  long.  And  when 
she  comes  back  out,  she’s  empty-handed. 

“What?”  I  ask  her. 


Sissy  shrugs  and  slides  her  hands  into 
her  sweater  pockets. 

“Where’s  the  present?” 

She  looks  down,  then  back  at  the  store. 

“You  better  hurry  up,”  I  say.  “Or  I’m 
leaving.” 

“What  if...,”  she  stops  mid-sentence. 

“What  if  what?” 

“What  if. ..I  get  the  wrong  thing?”  she 
says. 

That’s  a  lot  of  words  from  Sissy.  She’s 
been  at  Martha’s  three  months  now,  and 
she  barely  says  more  than  three  words  at  a 
time. 

So  1  tell  her,  “Choose  something 
you’d  like  for  yourself,  and  your  friend 
will  like  it  just  fine.  And  hurry  up  while 
you’re  at  it.” 

I  listen  to  four  or  five  more  songs  on 
the  radio.  But  Sissy’s  not  hurrying.  She 
doesn’t  even  come  back  out.  So  I  have  to 
go  check  on  her.  That’s  what  big  brothers 
are  supposed  to  do,  right? 

I  find:  her  standing  in  the  dollhouse 
aisle,  but  she’s  not  looking  at  baby  dolls 
or  doggies  or  toy  cars  or  furniture. 

Nope — she’s  got  a  row  of  little  plastic 
mamas  lined  up.  A  brown  mama,  a  black 
mama,  and  a  white  mama.  She  can’t 
decide  which. 

I  tell  her,  “The  brown  mama’s  good — 
it  looks  like  a  skinny  version  of  Martha.” 

I  switch  some  price  tags  around  so 
we’ll  get  more  change  and  we  buy  it 
quick,  but  not  quick  enough.  As  soon  as 
we’re  out  of  the  store,  I  see  I  forgot  to 
hang  Martha’s  blue  handicapped  tag  on 
the  mirror.  Sissy  should  have  reminded 
me,  because  now  that  Jamba  Juice  cop  is 
right  in  front  of  Martha’s  van.  And  she’s 
pulling  out  her  pad,  all  ready  to  write  me 
a  ticket. 

So  of  course,  I  have  to  stop  her.  <$> 
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